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Welcome to the VCE years of study. This handbook is a resource for students 
and their families which outlines the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) 
curriculum and the process of selecting a VCE course at Billanook College.

Introducing the VCE Curriculum Handbook: 
This Handbook is designed to assist students and parents to understand the structure of VCE, and has 
been compiled to complement the various activities undertaken as part of the course selection process 
to enable students to feel empowered to make informed choices when selecting a course of subjects that 
supports their career aspirations and associated pathways. 

The Handbook has two sections: 
1. An outline of the VCE School Program 
2. Description of Year 11-12 Subjects offered 
 
Students and parents are encouraged to attend the Senior School Information Evening on Wednesday 27 
July so that further details about the studies and their relative match with the particular needs and interests 
of students can be determined. During this Information Evening various Tertiary Institutions will also be 
present to allow you to discuss future career pathways and opportunities that are currently available. 

Following the Information Evening, students may wish to access information about tertiary opportunities 
provided by the Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre (VTAC) website, if they want to find additional 
information about tertiary courses that will be open to them if they select a particular combination of VCE 
studies. The VTAC website also provides information about scaling and calculating Australian Tertiary 
Admissions Ranks (ATARs). Summaries of these sources are included in this handbook and can also be 
found on MyConnect.

All students will select their VCE course on line, via MyConnect, and then meet with a Course Counsellor to 
discuss their choices. As the discussion partially focuses on future pathways, students may wish to attend 
this course counselling interview with their parents. Our timetable will be developed to maximise student 
choices on the basis of these selections, so it is important that students select their courses very carefully.

Throughout the remainder of the year, progress will be monitored by College Staff to ensure the course 
selected for next year is appropriate. Some decisions about a student’s course may change as more 
feedback is sought. Parents and Students are encouraged to attend Student Parent Teacher conferences in 
September and continue the dialogue with those Staff who currently work with their student. 

Parents and students should also feel free to make contact with Casey Hawley - Learning Leader: Senior 
Studies, Manager of Careers and VET - Peter Krausz, Lucy Lyford - Head of Senior School or Matthew 
Wood – Director of Learning, should you have any questions regarding the selection of courses within the 
senior school.

We wish our students and their families every success in navigating this exciting step toward the future. 

        

Casey Hawley      Lucy Lyford
LEARNING LEADER - SENIOR STUDIES  HEAD OF SENIOR SCHOOL
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https://www.vtac.edu.au
https://www.vtac.edu.au/atar-scaling-guide-2023.html
https://www.vtac.edu.au/atar-scaling-guide-2023.html
https://www.vtac.edu.au/atar-scaling-guide-2023.html


6

SECTION 1
THE VCE PROGRAM AT BILLANOOK
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The Structure of the VCE Curriculum 
The Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) is, under normal circumstances, a two-year (four semester) 
program of study; the equivalent time frame of Years 11 and 12 and is administered by the Victorian 
Curriculum Assessment Authority (VCAA).

Each study (subject) is in semester units. Units 1 and 2 will be undertaken in Year 10 or Year 11, Units 3 
and 4 in Year 11 but usually in Year 12. Students would normally undertake both Units 1 and 2 in a study;
• It may be possible for a student to change from Unit 1 in one course to Unit 2 in another. A change of 

subject form must be completed before such a request can be actioned;

• Units 3 and 4 must be taken together. Students cannot make course changes at the end of Unit 3;

• Units 1 – 4 studies will operate on the basis of delivery up to 50 hours face to face or equivalent for each 
unit. The expectation of around 45 hours of home study per unit, per semester, will assist in the continuity 
of learning. This equates to homework time of approximately 2½ hours per study per week;

Requirements for VCE eligibility 
Students must satisfactorily complete no fewer than 16 units. These need to be made up of: 
3 units of English (or EAL), English Language or Literature with a Unit 3 and 4 Sequence;
3 sequences of Units 3 and 4 studies other than one compulsory English study. 

Please Note: 
• At Billanook, the three units of English may be selected from VCE English/EAL Units 1 - 4 and 

Literature Unit 3 and Unit 4;
• Any English Unit 3 and Unit 4 sequence will be counted in the ATAR but no more than two will 

be permitted in the primary four. The current policy of not allowing more than one of English and 
English (EAL) will continue.

If you satisfactorily complete 16 units you will receive an ATAR – (Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank) and 
obtain your VCE certificate. Please refer to Page 17 for more information regarding the ATAR and how it is 
calculated. 

The Victorian Baccalaureate 
The Victorian Baccalaureate is an additional award recognising students who have undertaken a broad 
study plan. To be eligible for the award of the VCE (Baccalaureate), students must satisfactorily complete 
16 units of VCE study and meet the following requirements:
• Complete a Units 3 and 4 sequence from English or Literature with a minimum study score of 30 or 

English as an Additional Language (EAL) with a minimum study score of 33;

• Complete a Units 3 and 4 sequence in either Mathematics Methods or Specialist Mathematics;

• Complete a Units 3 and 4 sequence in a VCE Language.
Students meeting the requirements of the Victorian Baccalaureate will have this recorded on their senior 
secondary certificate indicating they have successfully completed the VCE and met the requirements of the 
Victorian Baccalaureate. There is no application process.

Further information regarding VCE at Billanook can be found on MyConnect. 
Year 11 2023 students click here

Year 12 2023 students click here

VCE AT BILLANOOK

https://billanook.fireflycloud.net.au/login/login.aspx?prelogin=https%3a%2f%2fbillanook.fireflycloud.net.au%2fsenior-school-1%2fvce-curriculum-information%2fyear-11
https://billanook.fireflycloud.net.au/login/login.aspx?prelogin=https%3a%2f%2fbillanook.fireflycloud.net.au%2fsenior-school-1%2fvce-curriculum-information%2fyear-12
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VET Studies and Pathways 
Vocational Education and Training (VET) offers nationally recognised certificate courses that are integrated 
into the VCE. Billanook is part of the Yarra Valley VET cluster. The Yarra Valley VET Cluster consists of, 
Billanook College, Healesville High school, Lilydale Heights Secondary College, Lilydale High School, 
Mooroolbark Secondary College, Mount Evelyn Christian School, Mountain District Christian School, Mount 
Lilydale Mercy College Yarra Hills Secondary College and Upper Yarra Secondary College. 

The advantage of this arrangement is that students can stay enrolled in their original school and have 
access to a large range of vocational programs. This means students can study most of their VCE in a 
familiar environment. All VET programs provide credit into the VCE and an ATAR contribution, either as a 
scored subject, or an increment.

There are a huge range of VET courses offered through the cluster (refer to info below about the various 
courses) in the creative arts, hospitality, fashion design, sport and recreation or information technology. 
Students can commence a VET program (Unit 1 and Unit 2) in Year 10 and complete their program in Year 
11 (Unit 3 and Unit 4), thereby accelerating their studies in one subject. 

VET is an excellent choice of study if the student enjoys a practical, hands-on learning environment, 
that has a focus on skills needed in the workplace. Students design, plan, and execute the practical and 
technical aspects of a chosen field, while developing workplace independence and time-management skills.

Benefits of VET in the VCE include:
• Students achieve up to 4 VCE units; 

• Students achieve a VET certificate which will be credited in any further vocational courses in which 
students may enrol in;

• Contribution towards the student’s ATAR;

• Allows a student to develop strong links with industry and local community employers and go directly into 
employment;

• Helping students to gain confidence and improve communication and interpersonal skills through learning 
in an adult environment;

VET studies available at Billanook
VET classes are held on Wednesday afternoons from Period 5 until approximately 5pm and therefore 
students will miss Wednesday afternoon sport. Billanook currently offer VET Music – Certificate III in Music 
on site. All other external VET programs are run off site whereby students are responsible for making their 
own way to their VET course every Wednesday afternoon. 

VET Studies or Certificates outside the College Academic Program
A usual rule for students undergoing VET certificates taken outside of the college academic program is that 
a Certificate II VET course can be accredited towards the VCE as a Unit 1 and 2, and a Certificate III VET 
course can be accredited as a Unit 3 and 4, although Certificate II courses must comprise a minimum of 90 
hours of training, and Certificate III courses must comprise a minimum of 180 hours training. To have any 
certificates of this nature accredited towards the VCE or the ATAR, students must give the Manager Careers 
and VET, a certified copy of it (including the certificate itself and the Units of Competencies passed). The 
certificate can then be added to the student’s VCE record at VCAA, who will forward this on to VTAC for 
inclusion in any ATAR calculation. A VCAA application for block credit form may also need to be completed 
by the school.

VET AT BILLANOOK
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Please Note: 
• External VET courses run at various locations across Melbourne. It is the student’s responsibility 

to make their own way from Billanook to their external VET course each Wednesday afternoon;
• VET Institutions are in charge of communicating to VET students regarding course commencement 

dates which may not necessarily be in alignment with the Billanook academic year.

The following VET courses are available onsite at Billanook College:

Certificate III – Music Performance
If you are considering a career in the Music Industry, then this course will assist you. The focus is on 
performance, but it can lead into sound production, and music composition. Runs on Wednesday afternoon.

The following VET courses are available offsite 
through the Yarra Valley VET cluster:

Certificate III—Acting (Film and Television) 
If your desire is to be in front of the camera in films and TV this is an acting certificate for you. It involves 
working in front of camera, learning scripts, preparing for auditions and meeting with agents. Students visit 
the set of current TV serials and meet with directors, stunt performers etc. Runs on Wednesday afternoon.

Certificate III – Allied Health Assistance
This course provides training and pathways into the health industry, including ward attendant, patient care 
and elderly patient assistance, plus later options in nursing and other health careers/courses. Runs on 
Wednesday afternoon.

Certificate II – Animal Studies
If you are interested in working as an animal carer, or other careers related to animals, zookeeping, animal 
attendant. Runs on Wednesday afternoon.

Certificate II – Applied Fashion Design & Technology
This course equips students to work in the fashion industry. Students develop skills in sewing and pattern 
development. Runs on Wednesday afternoon.

Certificate II – Automotive Vocational Preparation
This certificate involves the developing skills in maintaining and servicing light vehicles/cars, in particular, the 
servicing of fuel systems, cooling systems and engines. Students are expected to use a variety of tools safely 
in an automotive environment. Runs on Wednesday afternoon.

Certificate III – Beauty Services
The course involves aspects of the beauty industry: waxing, cosmetics, manicuring, make-up and other areas. 
Career prospects include working in a beauty salon or hairdressing salon. Runs on Wednesday afternoon.

Certificate II - Building and Construction (Pre-Apprenticeship)
Students interested in entering the building industry as a carpenter, joiner, will find this as a suitable course. 
It involves the study and skill development of basic techniques using both hand and power tools used in the 
construction industry. Students are taught how to handle materials and work safely in the building industry, 
including achieving the White Card. Runs on Wednesday afternoon.

Certificate III – Community Services
Designed for students wishing to work in the Community Services Industry, Government Services and related 
fields such as Social Work and other services. Runs on Wednesday afternoon.

9
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Certificate III – Design Fundamentals
If you are interested in design careers, graphic design, industrial design, interior design, then this course 
gives you preliminary training in those fields. Runs on Wednesday afternoon.

Certificate III – Early Childhood Education and Care
If you would like to work with children, then this course provides an introduction to working in Child Care, Pre-
School Teaching and Primary Teaching. Runs on Wednesday afternoon.

Certificate II – Electrotechnology (Electrical)
This course provides pre-apprenticeship training in electrical systems, electronics, electrical, refrigeration 
mechanic, mechanical engineering. If you would like to be an electrician, then this course will assist you. 
Runs on Wednesday afternoon.

Certificate II—Engineering Studies
Engineering involves the mechanical manipulation of metals through fabrication techniques, use of hand 
tools, welding and machining. Students will develop their technical drawing skills and will learn how to handle 
materials safely. Runs on Wednesday afternoon.

Certificate III – Equine Studies
If you would like to work with horses, horse husbandry, horse training and related fields, then this course will 
assist you. Practical events are offered as part of the course, and it is preferred that you have your own horse. 
Runs on Wednesday afternoon and some selected weeks.

Certificate II – Furniture Making Pathways
This course prepares you for an apprenticeship in furniture making, cabinet making, and kitchen and bathroom. 
Runs on Wednesday afternoon.

Certificate II—Horticulture
This certificate is for students who wish to work as landscapers, gardeners in nurseries etc. Students learn 
how to prepare for planting, identify plants and weeds, maintain gardens and use equipment in a safe manner. 
Runs on Wednesday afternoon

Certificate II & III (partial) —Hospitality
This certificate is suitable for students who want to work or study in the hospitality industry. Students may 
choose to study either commercial cookery or front of house. At the completion of second year of the course 
students have partially completed Certificate III. Runs on Wednesday afternoon.

Certificate III—Information Technology, Digital Media and Technology (Games Design)
This is a course designed for students who wish to design Games, work in animation, be an interactive media 
developer, and work in Game testing. Runs on Wednesday afternoon.

Certificate III – Laboratory Skills
If you would like to work in a science/medical science laboratory, then this entry level technical course will give 
you skills to understand laboratory technology and safe handling of science equipment. Runs on Wednesday 
afternoon.

Certificate III – Make-up
This course is designed for students who wish to work in cosmetology, professional make-up services, tanning, 
eyelash extensions, airbrushing and creative make-up. Runs on Wednesday afternoon.

Certificate II – Plumbing
The course is a pre-apprenticeship, which provides training in using plumbing tools, technical drawings, and 
other aspects of working in the plumbing industry. Runs on Wednesday afternoon.

10
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Certificate II – Retail Cosmetics
The course is designed to train you in selling and demonstrating retail cosmetics, as well as make-up 
application. Runs on Wednesday afternoon. 

Certificate II – Salon Assistant
If your aim is to be a Hairdresser or Barber, then this entry level course will provide some entry level training, 
including relaxation massage. Runs on Wednesday afternoon.

Certificate III – Screen & Media
This course is designed for anyone interested in working in the Film & TV industry, animation, web design, or 
other related Media careers. It is a very practical course with industry level equipment. Runs on Wednesday 
afternoon.

Certificate III – Sport and Recreation
The course serves as an introduction to sport, recreation and fitness. Training includes sport coaching, running 
recreation programs and working in the fitness industry. Runs on Wednesday afternoon. 

VET enrolment requirements
Students enrolling in a VET program through the Yarra Valley cluster will be required to complete and submit 
a commitment form covering their code of conduct to the Manager, Careers and VET, Peter Krausz. Further 
to this, additional course requirements set out by the Cluster must also be adhered to. It is important that 
parents and students take time to read the course requirements before submitting an enrolment form. All 
requirements will be detailed in the Yarra Valley Cluster 2022 Handbook.

VET fees and subsidy
VET certificates attract an additional expense. Internal VET students are required to pay a $350-$500 levy. 
External VET students are required to pay a levy between $1200-$2500 to cover the cost of fees, equipment 
and uniform etc. This amount varies from year to year and is dependent on the specific course the student 
undertakes.

Please note: Once students commence a VET course, the full VET fee is incurred and will not be refunded.

For further information and details regarding VET courses please access the Yarra Valley Vet Cluster 
website at www.yvcc.org.au or by visiting the Box Hill Institute Website at www.boxhill.edu.au 
otherwise please contact VET Co-ordinator Peter Krausz via email peter.krausz@billanook.vic.edu.au 
or phone 9724 1121

11
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https://www.boxhill.edu.au
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Everyone’s learning journey is different. At Billanook we aim to provide a 
personalised VCE learning program for each individual and ensure that the 
program established is engaging, challenging and enjoyable.

Higher Education Studies (HES) – University Enhancement Studies
Some students will also seek to study a university enhancement subject as part of their Year 12 program 
of studies. Most students who choose this pathway are high performing Math students looking for tertiary 
extension beyond what is offered at VCE. Selection for these courses is made by relevant university 
authorities and is often not confirmed by them until the school academic year has commenced.

HES are an attractive option for some students because they are usually delivered after school one afternoon 
a week, may give students credit toward a university degree and can contribute up to 5.5 points toward their 
aggregate when calculating an ATAR. VCE students can qualify for HES in some subjects if, when in Year 11, 
they achieve a study score of around 41 in a relevant VCE Unit 3–4 sequence or achieve excellent results in 
all of their Unit 1–2 subjects. 

A range of universities in Melbourne offer HES including Monash University, The University of Melbourne, 
Deakin University and RMIT. Click on the Universities to explore the University Enhancement Studies they 
currently offer in 2022. 

Please note these studies are constantly changing so if this is of interest to you for 2023 please contact 
Casey Hawley, Learning Leader – Senior Studies. 

Subjects cover a whole range of academic disciplines including accounting, history, geography, chemistry, 
mathematics, legal studies, philosophy, psychology and a wide variety of languages. Each course is taught 
either by university staff or secondary school teachers who have been approved by the university to teach 
that subject. 

Students who choose this alternative pathway should also enroll in a full complement of VCE Units 3 & 4 
sequences at Billanook College. When enrolment at the university enhancement course is confirmed and 
they have attended several sessions they may be able to apply to reduce their subject load at Billanook. This 
in consultation with the Head of Senior School and the Learning Leader of Senior Studies. 

Any student who chooses a HES has the costs required by the university added to their school accounts. 
These are extras to the already diverse programme of studies that we offer at Billanook. 

Distance Education
If you wish to study a unit that Billanook does not offer, you may do so with the school’s prior approval, but only 
if appropriate arrangements can be made. Extra units are usually undertaken outside Billanook at a language 
school or private provider such as the Victorian School of Languages (VSL) or Virtual Schools Victoria (VSV). 

This kind of ‘off campus’ study comes with its own unique challenges, so before we can approve study of units 
outside Billanook, we need to make sure that the arrangements will meet all of the VCAA requirements and 
that it is the best option for you considering your overall program. If you undertake study outside Billanook, it 
is also important to inform the Learning Leader of Senior Studies so that full details of your program can be 
entered on official VCAA computer records and you receive appropriate credit. 

ALTERNATIVE VCE PATHWAYS

https://www.monash.edu/study/why-choose-monash/information-for-high-achieving-students/monash-scholars
https://study.unimelb.edu.au/connect-with-us/programs-for-high-achievers/university-of-melbourne-extension-program/entry-requirements
https://www.deakin.edu.au/student-life-and-services/support-for-high-school-students/deakin-accelerate-program
https://www.rmit.edu.au/study-with-us/levels-of-study/pre-university-study/rmit-extension
mailto:casey.hawley%40billanook.vic.edu.au?subject=
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For further information regarding subjects offered, costs involved and the enrolment process for VSL 
please click here.
For further information regarding subjects offered, costs involved and the enrolment process for VSV 
please click here.

Reduced Load
A small number of students with particular health and learning needs may complete a reduced load. This is 
negotiated between the Head of Senior School, the Learning Leader: Senior Studies, the Chair of Support 
Education, Wellness Staff and the family. Another option exists for students to take their VCE over three years. 
This pathway has proven very successful for a range of students as it provides flexibility and opportunities for 
part time study. 

Unscored VCE Pathway
Another option that exists is for students to complete an Unscored VCE pathway. Students are marked 
satisfactory or non-satisfactory based on their VCE school-based coursework however select not to sit their 
end of year exams for each subject. Consequently, the student doesn’t receive an ATAR score, however 
receives their VCE certificate at the end of the year if they have satisfactorily completed the coursework in 
16 VCE units. 

For further information on any alternative pathways please contact:
Casey Hawley, Learning Leader – Senior Studies. 

https://www.vsl.vic.edu.au
https://www.vsv.vic.edu.au
mailto:casey.hawley%40billanook.vic.edu.au?subject=
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Selecting a Course 
Each Senior School student is provided with individual course counselling which takes place in August. A 
panel of staff including the Head of Senior School, Director of Learning, Learning Leader of Senior Studies, 
the Manager of Careers and Vocational Education and Training and respective Heads of Year counsel 
students through their senior school choices. It is important that students complete all stages of course 
selection carefully and are mindful of significant key dates which are outlined on Page 17. 

Selecting VCE subjects to study within the Senior School
Selection should be based on:
• Student interest and passions – What subjects do you enjoy?
• Student abilities/strengths – What subjects am I good at?
• Tertiary prerequisites and future career opportunities – What subjects do I need for future courses? 
• Breadth – Have I selected a course that keeps my career options open?

Typical Senior School courses could be:
Year 10 
• Students in Year 10 study a common core of subjects that include English, Mathematics, Science, PE and 

Aspire; 
• Students have the opportunity to accelerate in one VCE and one VET Unit 1 and 2 subjects; 
• Students are also invited to choose 3 subjects each semester from a range of Year 10 semester-based 

electives;
Year 11 
• Students will choose 6 subjects, one of which must be English, Literature or EAL. Students completing a 

VET course will complete 7 subjects; 
• Students who have completed Units 1 and 2 of a VCE/VET study in Year 10 to a satisfactory standard may 

take Units 3 and 4 in that subject;
• An overview of Unit 1 and 2 VCE subjects available at Billanook are detailed in this document;
• An overview of Unit 3 and 4 VCE subjects available at Billanook are detailed in this document;
Year 12 
• Students usually take 5 subjects, including one of which must be English, Literature or EAL;
• An overview of Unit 3 and 4 VCE subjects available at Billanook are detailed in this document. 

Sample Senior School Student Pathways:
A visual representation of typical pathways that students may take during their senior school years at Billanook:

SENIOR SCHOOL COURSES

STUDENT A
PATHWAY

STUDENT B
ACCELERATED PATHWAY

STUDENT C
VET PATHWAY

STUDENT D
VET/VCE PATHWAY

Year 10 
Standard Year 10 course
(No Acceleration)

Year 10 
2 units of 1 & 2 VCE
(1 subject)

Year 10 
2 units of 1 & 2 VET
(1 subject)

Year 10 
2 units of 1 & 2 VET
2 units of 1 & 2 VCE
(2 subjects)

Year 11 
12 units of 1 & 2 VCE
(6 subjects)

Year 11 
2 units of 3 & 4 VCE 
(1 subject) and
10 units of 1 & 2 VCE
(5 subjects)

Year 11 
2 units of 3 & 4 VET 
(1 subject) and
10 units of 1 & 2 VCE
(5 subjects)

Year 11 
2 units of 3 & 4 VET 
2 units of 3 & 4 VCE and
8 units of 1 & 2 VCE
(4 subjects)

Year 12 
10 units of 3 & 4 VCE
(5 subjects)

Year 12 
8 units of 3 & 4 VCE
(4 subjects)

Year 12 
10 units of 3 & 4 VCE
(5 subjects)

Year 12 
8 units of 3 & 4 VCE
(4 subjects)
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ACCELERATION

Acceleration
Provided the timetable allows this, the Curriculum organisation enables some senior students to study 
a subject at a higher level than their normal year level. For example, Year 10 students may study one 
sequence of Units 1 and 2 and Year 11 students can undertake one sequence of Units 3 and 4, so by 
the end of Year 12 Billanook students may have undertaken six Unit 3 and 4 sequences, and/or a Higher 
Education Studies (HES) Program (the maximum permitted in the calculation of an ATAR score). In recent 
years many of our senior students have taken the option to accelerate in a particular study and have met 
with success and experienced great benefit (personal and academic) for having done so.  To assist in your 
decision making the following indicates some perceived advantages of accelerating.  

Possible Advantages of acceleration:
• Catering for individual needs and interests;

• Maintaining motivation for academic learning, extension and challenge;

• Opportunity for senior students to have a preliminary experience of the VCE processes;

• Have the option to pick up an extra VCE unit (bonus to ATAR for their fifth and/or sixth studies);

• Opportunity to qualify for a Higher Education Studies/University Enhancement Program in Year 12;

• Motivation and commitment of accelerated student encourages rest of the class

• A greater sense of ownership and control of their own learning - effective independent learners

If you wish to accelerate in a VCE subject this will be discussed within the course counselling process which 
takes place in August. Decisions about student’s acceleration are based on whether they have performed at 
a consistently high level, in all subjects and if it is in the best interest of the student. NAPLAN, student effort 
ratings and standardized testing and other results may also be considered to gauge a student’s performance 
and potential for acceleration. While it is possible to accelerate study in the VCE there are a number of 
reasons why it is not in the best interest of everyone to do so. Most students do not choose to accelerate a 
subject in either Year 10 or Year 11 due to the increased stress of workload and the need to be absent from 
their accelerated class due to normal year level commitments such as the college EXIT program. 

If you think you might like to accelerate in a subject, it’s important to talk through the benefits and drawbacks 
carefully with your teachers and family. If you find your accelerated subject difficult or spend too much time on 
that one subject, it can take important time away from your other subjects. In fact, with Units 3 and 4 subjects, 
if you prepare well in Year 11 you have the potential to gain a few extra marks in every Year 12 subject, rather 
than just trying to score a few extra marks from just the one accelerated subject in Year 11.

Please note: Acceleration is not suitable for all students and is not automatic nor guaranteed. The 
final authorisation for acceleration into a Units 3 & 4 sequence is at the discretion of the Head of 
Senior School, the Director of Learning and the Learning Leader of Senior Studies.

Accelerating in two VCE subjects
A small number of students may wish to apply to accelerate in two Units 3 and 4 VCE subjects in Year 11.  

Please note a Year 11 student wishing to accelerate in two VCE subjects should have met all of the 
following criteria if they intend to apply for consideration to study two Units 3 and 4 subjects at Year 11:
• Achieved Year 9 NAPLAN results above the School and State average;

• Regularly achieved between a Stanine 7-9 for various Standardised Tests that have been undertaken; 

15



• Demonstrated appropriate level of effort towards their studies by being a regular recipient on the 
Principal’s List Award; Demonstrated an appropriate level of maturity and sound organisational skills, 
which is supported by their Semester 1 teachers and respective Head of Year;

• Achieved solid grades across all their Semester 1 Subjects which is reflected in their Semester 1 report;

• A 95% attendance rate in the previous Semester

Any Year 10 or Year 11 Senior School student who wishes to apply to accelerate in two VCE 
subjects is to submit a formal application to the Learning Leader of Senior Studies Ms. Casey 
Hawley by no later than 3:15pm Thursday 4 August. 

Please refer questions regarding applications to Casey Hawley – Learning Leader of Senior Studies.
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Everyone’s learning journey is different.  At Billanook we aim to provide 
a personalised learning program for each individual and ensure that is 
engaging, challenging and enjoyable.

These tables are sample VCE study programs. Please remember that at Billanook we require all students 
to complete a study load of 22 units over their two years of Year 11 and 12.

Sample VCE pathway (No Acceleration) 
YEAR 11 STUDY PROGRAM YEAR 12 STUDY PROGRAM

1 Unit 1 and 2 English 1 Unit 3 and 4 English
2 Unit 1 and 2 General Mathematics 2 Unit 3 and 4 General Mathematics
3 Unit 1 and 2 Chemistry 3 Unit 3 and 4 Chemistry
4 Unit 1 and 2 Physical Education 4 Unit 3 and 4 Physical Education
5 Unit 1 and 2 Economics 5 Unit 3 and 4 Economics
6 Unit 1 and 2 Business Management 6 Study Block

Sample VCE pathway (Accelerated Pathway) 
YEAR 11 STUDY PROGRAM YEAR 12 STUDY PROGRAM

1 Unit 1 and 2 English 1 Unit 3 and 4 English
2 Unit 1 and 2 Mathematical Methods 2 Unit 3 and 4 Mathematical Methods
3 Unit 1 and 2 Biology 3 Unit 3 and 4 Biology
4 Unit 1 and 2 Psychology 4 Unit 3 and 4 Psychology
5 Unit 1 and 2 Music 5 Unit 3 and 4 Music
6 Unit 3 and 4 Physical Education 6 Study Block

Sample VCE/VET pathway (Double Acceleration Pathway)
YEAR 11 STUDY PROGRAM YEAR 12 STUDY PROGRAM

1 Unit 1 and 2 English 1 Unit 3 and 4 English
2 Unit 1 and 2 General Mathematics 2 Unit 3 and 4 General Mathematics
3 Unit 1 and 2 Biology 3 Unit 3 and 4 Biology
4 Unit 1 and 2 Physical Education 4 Unit 3 and 4 Physical Education
5 Units 3 and 4 Psychology 5 Study Block
6 VET Music Performance 

(2nd Year of VET course)
6 Study Block

SAMPLE VCE PATHWAY GRIDS
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These sample grids can be used to plan a VCE study program across Years 11 and 12. Please remember 
that all students to complete a study load of 22 units over their two years of Year 11 and 12.

My VCE pathway (Option 1)
YEAR 11 STUDY PROGRAM YEAR 12 STUDY PROGRAM

1 1
2 2
3 3
4 4
5 5
6 6 Study Block

My VCE pathway (Option 2)
YEAR 11 STUDY PROGRAM YEAR 12 STUDY PROGRAM

1 1
2 2
3 3
4 4
5 5
6 6 Study Block

My VCE pathway (Option 3)
YEAR 11 STUDY PROGRAM YEAR 12 STUDY PROGRAM

1 1
2 2
3 3
4 4
5 5
6 6 Study Block

As a reminder:
• You must select an English study (1 of English, Literature or EAL) in Year 11 and 12;

• If you wish to select a VET study within your VCE, you should have commenced it in Year 10;

• Students who select a VET course will need to select 6 Unit 1 and 2 studies in Year 11 as well as their VET 
study which will take place outside of the school timetable on a Wednesday afternoon
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VCE Attendance 
Students should note that attendance for all scheduled classes is essential unless there are major 
substantiated reasons for absence from class (for example, medical certificate or significant family hardship, 
such as bereavement). You are required to attend 95% of classes in each study for each semester. Failure 
to do so without a legitimate reason, (medical certificate or Special Leave) may result in N (Not Satisfactory) 
being issued for that unit. Any student who wishes to apply for Special Leave should write to the Head of 
Year/Head of Senior School who will determine whether leave will be granted.

Students are strongly advised to ensure they gain a medical certificate for any absence due to 
illness. Likewise, specialist medical appointments that must occur during school time should be 
explained with an appointment card or doctor’s letter. It is the responsibility of the student to obtain 
these documents and forward them to the Learning Office on their return to school.

Please Note: 
If you miss a VCE assessment task due to illness and do not supply a medical certificate you will be 
ineligible to receive a score and grade. The student will however still have to sit the SAC to demonstrate 
satisfactory competency for the outcome. 

VCE Assessment
The majority of student work that is to be assessed in VCE will be completed mainly in class at all levels of 
the Senior School. Procedures for the assessment of levels of achievement in VCE (Units 1-4) are a matter 
for each school to decide in alignment with the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) VCE 
Study Designs.

• The basis for satisfactory completion of VCE units will be the demonstrated achievement of learning 
outcomes, (sometimes also referred to as unit outcomes/SACs and SATs), indicated by the use of S for 
satisfactory completion and N for not satisfactorily completion. Satisfactory completion of VCE units is 
determined by the School in accordance with the VCAA requirements;

• Students will be able to demonstrate their achievement of outcomes through the satisfactory completion 
of a range of coursework tasks within each study, completed mainly in class time (this includes, but is not 
limited to student performance in assessment tasks);

• In addition to the S/N indicators the School will also provide more comprehensive information to students 
and parents on each completed assessment task through various processes outlined in the reporting 
section below;

• At Year 11 only the S/N result will be reported to the VCAA for inclusion in the official statement of results 
and at Year 12 the S/N results and raw internal SAC scores will be reported to the VCAA for inclusion 
in the official statement of results. For each study, students’ levels of achievement will continue to be 
assessed using a combination of school-based assessment and external examinations;

• All VCE Unit 3 and 4 subjects will undergo one or two externally set end of year examinations in November;

• All Unit 1 and 2 subjects will have one or two internally set examinations in November;

• All students undertaking a Unit 3 and 4 subject will have practice examinations held within the Year 12 
Preparations Program, during the September vacation period in which students must attend;

• All students undertaking a Unit 3 and 4 subject will be required to sit the General Achievement Test (GAT). 
For more information about the GAT please refer to the information below; 

ADDITIONAL VCE INFORMATION
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Please Note: 
• In Unit 3 and 4 studies, to receive a study score, students must achieve two or more graded 

assessments and receive Satisfactory results for both Units 3 and 4. The study score is reported 
on a scale of 0-50. This is a measure of how well the student performed in relation to all others who 
took the study within the State. 

• Where a student receives an N (Not Satisfactory) or J (Withdrawn) for one or both units of a Unit 
3 and Unit 4 sequence, the student will not receive a study score for that study and it will not 
contribute to the student’s ATAR (Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank). 

Senior School Reporting 
Reporting in the Senior School is continuous and progressive. Reporting on students’ progress throughout 
VCE will occur regularly and will include the following range of processes:
• Student Coursework Feedback: Relevant, timely feedback is given to students in both written and verbal 

forms for all assessment coursework. This response will occur within a reasonable time-frame after the 
completion of the SAC/SAT assessment. The feedback will include where the student’s strengths lie as 
well as highlighting where the student could improve;

• On-line Progressive Reporting for each assessment task will be provided via My Connect. These entries 
will be updated within a reasonable time after the completion of each VCE assessment task. Summative 
Semester Reports will also appear on Parent Lounge at the appropriate time;

• Parent/teacher/student conferences will occur in Terms 1 and 3 and students are particularly encouraged 
to attend with their parents. The dates will be published at the beginning of each school year and a great 
opportunity to receive feedback on one’s VCE progress;

• Parents with concerns about student progress should contact the student’s subject teach or their Head of 
Year at any time if they have any concerns about how their son/daughter is travelling in their VCE;

Other important VCE Assessment Info
General Achievement Test (GAT)
All students doing any VCE Unit 3 and Unit 4, whether they be in Year 11 or Year 12, will take the General 
Achievement Test (GAT) on a designated day within the school year. Students undertaking Units 3 and 4 
VET studies will also need to complete the GAT. These students affected will be advised. 

The General Achievement Test (GAT) is a test of general knowledge and skills in writing; mathematics, 
science and technology; humanities, the arts and social sciences. Although it does not form part of the 
graduation requirements for the VCE and does not count directly towards the students’ VCE results or their 
ATAR, the GAT is an essential part of VCE assessment procedures. It is used by the VCAA to check that all 
schools are marking to the same standard in their school assessments. It is used for this purpose because 
GAT results have proven to be a good indicator of likely results.
Please Note: 
• The GAT is changing as of 2022, whereby, Victorian senior secondary students will have their 

literacy (reading and writing) and numeracy skills measured against new standards in a reformed 
GAT. Therefore, the GAT will be broken into two sections. Section A will assess literacy and 
numeracy skills and Section B will assess skills in mathematics, science, technology, the arts and 
humanities with an increased focus on critical and creative thinking skills

• The GAT results will be used to monitor school assessed tasks in Art Creative Practice, Media, Art 
Making and Exhibiting and Visual Communications and Design. Monash University occasionally 
uses The GAT to distinguish between otherwise equal applicants, and requests permission to use 
The GAT scores at the time of a VTAC application.

• Unscored VCE students will be required to sit Section A of the GAT. This will ensure Unscored students 
obtain the Literacy and Numeracy competencies that all VCE students are required to obtain. 
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Year 12 Practice VCE Examinations
All students undertaking a Unit 3 and 4 subject will have practice examinations held within the Year 
12 Preparations Program, during the September vacation period in which students must attend. The 
Preparations Program is a 3-week program designed to provide out Year 12 students with the time and 
space to reflect, revise and prepare for the upcoming end of year VCAA Examinations. 

Year 12 VCE Examinations
All VCE Unit 3 and 4 subjects will undergo one or two externally set end of year VCAA examinations in 
November which are marked externally by VCE assessors. All Unit 3 and 4 Students will receive a VCAA 
Examination Navigator in their respective exam year which will outlines important information such as 
VCAA examination timetables, approved materials allowed for each examination, VCAA rules and codes 
of conduct, Advice for Performance and Languages Oral Examinations and information regarding Special 
Provisions. 

Year 11 VCE Examinations
All VCE Unit 1and 2 subjects will undergo one or two internally set end of year VCAA examinations in 
November which are marked internally by their subject teacher. All Unit 1 and 2 Students will receive a 
Billanook Unit 1 and 2 Examination timetables in their respective exam year. Students will also be briefed 
prior to the examination period in relation to important information such as VCAA approved materials 
allowed for each examination, VCAA rules and codes of conduct, as well as advice and information 
regarding Special Provisions. 

VCE Special Provisions
VCAA Special Provision aims to provide students in defined circumstances with the opportunity to 
participate in and complete their secondary level studies. The underlying principle of the VCAA Special 
Provision policy is to ensure that the most appropriate, fair and reasonable options are available for 
students to demonstrate their capabilities if their learning and assessment programs are affected by 
disability, illness, impairment or other circumstances. Special Provision should provide equivalent, 
alternative arrangements, but not confer an advantage to any student over other students.

Individual students may need special provision in their learning program to achieve the learning outcomes, 
and in assessment to demonstrate their learning and achievement. At the same time, students who have 
been granted Special Provision are not exempt from meeting the requirements for satisfactory completion 
of the VCE or VCAL, or from being assessed against the outcomes for a study. Students are still required 
to demonstrate their achievement fairly in meeting the outcomes of the study design as well as completing 
School-based Assessments and VCE external assessments.

Specific eligibility requirements apply for each type of Special Provision. Schools are primarily responsible 
for determining eligibility and the nature of the provisions granted for Classroom learning and School-based 
assessments.

Schools are encouraged to consult the VCAA if they are unsure about appropriate arrangements. The 
VCAA is responsible for determining eligibility and granting provisions for VCE external assessments, which 
include all VCE examinations, the Extended Investigation Critical Thinking Test and oral presentation, and 
the General Achievement Test (GAT). 

Provisions can be:
• Special Examination Arrangements, and/or

• A Derived Examination Score.

Students may be eligible for Special Provision if, at any time, they are adversely affected in a 
significant way by:
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• an acute or chronic illness (physical or psychological)
• factors relating to personal circumstance
• an impairment or disability, including learning disorders.

These circumstances do not include matters or situations of the student’s own choosing, such as 
involvement in social or sporting activities or school events. Prolonged absence from school or study is not 
in itself grounds for Special Provision. However, provisions are available to students experiencing severe 
hardship that may result in prolonged absence. 

Students granted Special Provision must still complete all school work related to satisfactory completion of 
the outcomes of a VCE or VCAL unit. Students absent from school for prolonged periods must still comply 
with the school’s authentication procedures to demonstrate that they have completed the work and that the 
work is their own. Students who are eligible for integration funding may not necessarily meet the eligibility 
criteria for Special Provision in the VCE or VCAL.
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At Billanook the aim of the Careers program is to provide students with the 
knowledge, skills and attributes to make informed decisions about post-
school education, training and employment options. This includes the 
capacity to analyse and plan career decisions and manage school to work 
transitions.

Support Services Available 
The Careers Resource Centre, offers a broad range of services and support to the school community. 
The Centre is open on selected days each week and students are encouraged and welcome to drop in 
and become familiar with the resources available to them. Individual career counselling is available to all 
students, particularly in Years 9, 10, 11 and 12. Students can make an appointment to suit their timetable for 
individual counselling. There is a close working relationship with the Heads of Year and teachers and many 
referrals are made to the Careers Resource Centre. Subject and course counselling is provided to students 
as needed to ensure that students select the most appropriate program to meet their individual needs. To 
make an appointment to see the Careers and VET manager, click here.

Year 12 students are provided with a great deal of support in making choices for post-secondary options, 
with tertiary applications (University, Independent Tertiary Colleges (ITC) and TAFE) made through the 
VTAC (Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre) process as well as employment/apprenticeship transition. 
Students are encouraged to make full use of the Careers Centre to explore all options and discuss any 
career and pathway options. 

There is a continuously updated one-stop Careers website created for Billanook College, which provides a 
huge range of information, links to all Universities in Australia and all TAFEs in Victoria, the weekly Careers 
Newsletter, Careers Target Posters, information on over 450 jobs, and much more. To visit the Billanook 
Careers website, click here. 

It is highly recommended that all students check the Victorian Tertiary Entry Requirements (subjects 
required at secondary school to gain entry into a tertiary course) for courses that they may be considering 
post Year 12.  Access to this information is available via the Careers section of MyConnect (make sure you 
look for the student’s current year level) or through the VTAC website, and many links to vital information 
related to both career and subject choice. Parents should become familiar with these sites, as they describe 
the career development process for students form Years 9 to 12.

Support is provided to all students who are making post-school choices. There are now a very diverse 
range of options and pathways available to school leavers including traineeships, apprenticeships, 
cadetships, employment and many other options. Job search training, and advice on job applications, 
interviews and resumes, is provided as needed and the school has networks to support this process.
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Information and Resources Available through the Careers Counsellor 
and the Career Centre Include:
• Information on Australian and International Universities and TAFE Colleges, and private providers;

• Job Information (Job Outlook) and an entire occupational library (many resources are still only available 
in paper form);

• Course brochures;

• Careers Supermarkets;

• Course Counselling within Aspire classes at Year 10 and 11 are provided on an individual basis to students, 
as well as subject selection support;

• Individual careers counselling provided to Year 12 students in Terms 1 and 3, and at Change of Preference 
and Offer times;

• Significant numbers of ongoing events are available to students. These are promoted via the Billanook 
Careers Website, MyConnect and through a weekly Career Newsletter. 

All questions regarding Careers should be directed to the Manager, Careers, Vocational Education 
and Training – Mr Peter Krausz on 9725 5388 or email peter.krausz@billanook.vic.edu.au
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Billanook challenges all its students to become lifelong learners so each 
student feels empowered to shape their own preferred future no matter what 
pathway they choose to take.

Tertiary Selection
VTAC (Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre) is the organisation which administers a joint selection 
system for undergraduate courses on behalf of the Victorian universities, TAFE colleges and some private 
colleges. VTAC does not select tertiary students; this is conducted by the tertiary institutions themselves. 
VTAC produces and distributes application materials including the annual Tertiary Entrance Requirements 
(VicTER) booklet which prescribes tertiary selection requirements two years in advance of the current year. 
This booklet summarises all institutional entrance requirements.

Australian Tertiary Admission Ranking (ATAR)
The ATAR (previously known as ENTER) is not a score out of 100 – it is a rank. The ATAR is developed 
only for the purposes of tertiary selection. It is not a reflection of performance in individual studies, but of 
overall performance in all studies compared with all other VCE students in a specific year. Approximately 
50% of tertiary courses use the ATAR as the sole method of selection; the remaining courses use one or 
more criteria including interviews, folio, and additional forms.

The ATAR is calculated using:
• The scaled score in a Unit 3 & 4 sequence of English/Literature (An English study must be included in the 

primary four);

• The next best 3 scaled Unit 3 & 4 VCE/VET Study sequences; and

• 10% of 5th (and 6th) subject.

Please note: 
• No more than two Mathematics studies (that is, drawn from either previous or current VCE 

Mathematics) and no more than two Languages can be included in the primary four. (Other 
Mathematics and/or Languages can be used as a 10% increment).

• VET programs will contribute a Unit 1 4 sequence in their own right for completion of the VCE. 
Up to two of the three sequences other than English can be approved VCE VET Unit 3 and Unit 4 
sequences. The following program conducted by Billanook will have a Study Score available to 
students undertaking the relevant Unit 3 4 sequence in Certificate III in Music

• Unit 3 and Unit 4 VCE VET sequences which do not have study scores available may be used for 
fifth and/or sixth study increments for the ATAR. VET programs where a study score is available 
but students choose not to undertake the necessary steps to get a study score will not contribute 
towards the ATAR. 

• Other subject combinations may have restrictions on their use in ATAR construction, but Billanook 
College does not offer subjects, other than those mentioned above, which may conflict. Students 
undertaking additional subjects outside of Billanook need to take care that these additional subjects 
can contribute to the ATAR. The Manager of Careers and VET has a list of these restrictions. The 
VTAC website also lists these restrictions on the ATAR section of their homepage. 
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Total scores are then ranked across the state with the highest possible ATAR 99.95 indicating that the 
student achieved a tertiary score that placed them in the top 0.05% of the state. VTAC then forwards the 
ATAR along with application information to selection authorities at institutions. Want to delve further into 
how an ATAR is calculated visit the VTAC Web Site. 

Prerequisite Studies
These are studies which must be satisfactorily completed before students can be considered for a 
particular tertiary course. Usually these studies must be completed at the Units 3 and 4 level, but 
sometimes they are required at the Units 1 and 2 level. Prerequisites can be listed as specific studies 
or as a range of studies from which students can choose. Some courses require a particular level of 
achievement in a prerequisite subject.

Students are encouraged to discuss career paths with the Managers of Careers and VET and their Careers 
counsellors in order to make sure they are aware of what pre-requisites currently exist for their desired 
pathways. Pre-requisite information can also be accessed on the VTAC Web Site (For Current Year 10 and 
11 students).

Scaling
In selecting a program of studies, a student should not be solely informed by the scaling of Study Scores 
which the Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre (VTAC) applies to all VCAA study scores when final results 
at the end of Year 12 are known. Scaling takes into account the differing levels of conceptual difficulty in the 
various subjects and it does have some positive effect on scores about the average or above average in 
some studies.

It is, however, important to understand that if a student performs at a very high level in any subject then 
scaling has very little effect – a very high score remains a very high score regardless of whether the subject 
is preparing a student for entry into Higher Education courses or is practical in nature.

Students should choose subjects they are interested in studying rather than subjects that are 
scaled up – students will do better in subjects they enjoy over subjects that they are not engaged in 
despite potentially offering a perceived strategic advantage.

How Courses/Tertiary Institutions Select Candidates
Courses use one of two models when selecting Year 12 students:
• A rank order derived from VCE results which incorporates the ATAR;

• Individual selection, which may include interviews folio’s and pre-selection tests etc. 

Further information regarding the ATAR can be found on MyConnect.
Further information regarding individual selection can be found on MyConnect.

VTAC’s Special Education Access Schemes (SEAS)
Is a scheme to assist students gain entry into Tertiary Courses. This Scheme is eligible for students from 
particular disadvantaged groups as well as students who are from remote location, may be suffering 
financial hardship, suffering a chronic illness or be part of a minority group. 

The College identifies any students who fall into this category during the Term 3 VTAC application cycle, 
and assists all students with their VTAC application. More information about SEAS can be found on the 
VTAC website

All questions regarding tertiary study and selection, VTAC, ATAR and SEAS should be directed to 
the Manager, Careers, Vocational Education and Training – Mr Peter Krausz on 9725 5388 or 
email peter.krausz@billanook.vic.edu.au.
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The Course Selection Process Explained 
In 2022 students will complete their subject selections online for 2023 subjects. The following opportunities 
are available for students and their parents or guardians to discuss subject offerings. 
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Senior School Course Selection opens 
Each student and family will receive, via email, a personalised guide with student 
access code and password instructing them how to access the course selection 
portal and submit your preferences as well as key information regarding the double 
VCE acceleration process;

Senior School Course Selection Assembly
All Senior School Students will be briefed on the various senior school pathways 
and options they have for 2023. The course selection process will also be explained 
with key dates outlined. Students are given the remainder of the Aspire session to 
investigate their potential VCE options. 

Senior School Information Evening 
Students and parents are invited to attend this evening in the Senior Learning 
Precinct at Billanook College. During this time, various College Leadership staff, 
Billanook Learning Leaders and teaching staff will provide information on a range 
of topics, including, how a VCE is obtained, how the application for Universities and 
TAFEs works and how to complete subject selections for VCE. It is this evening 
whereby students and their families are given an in-depth insight into all VCE 
subjects offered within the college whilst also being provided with opportunities to 
gain important information from various Tertiary Institutions who will be on site at the 
college throughout this evening. 

2023 VCE Double Acceleration application due 
All Year 10 and 11 students who would like to apply for double VCE acceleration in 
2023 are to submit their application by no later than 3:15pm to Ms. Casey Hawley – 
Learning Leader of Senior Studies in the Learning Office. 

2023 Year 12 Student Course Counselling interviews 
All students to have complete their course selection in SSO prior to their allocated 
interview time and must bring their acceleration application if they wish to apply for 
two VCE subjects. Parents are welcome to attend the scheduled course counselling 
interview on site. 

WEDNESDAY

20
JULY

FRIDAY

22
JULY

WEDNESDAY

27
JULY

THU & FRI

4 & 5
AUGUST

VCE COURSE SELECTION

THU 

4
AUGUST



2023 Year 11 Student Course Counselling interviews 
All students to have complete their course selection in SSO prior to their allocated 
interview time and must bring their acceleration application if they wish to apply for 
two VCE subjects. Parents are welcome to attend the scheduled course counselling 
interview on site. 

VCE Course Selection closes to students and parents at 3pm

2023 Student Subject pathways
and acceleration applications outcomes are confirmed

Billanook Step up Program 
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TUESDAY

16
AUGUST

TERM

4
2022

TUE - FRI

22 - 5
NOV - DEC

Things to consider when selecting your course: 
• If a subject is important for you, then select it before any less important subjects;

• The number of classes to be run in a subject will depend upon the number of students who select that 
subject in their preferences. If there are not enough students to run a class, then a combined class may be 
offered so as to make the subject possible;

• If the School decides not to run a subject that you have selected, then it may be replaced by one of your 
reserve subjects;

Further information regarding Course Selection at Billanook can be found on MyConnect. 

Year 11 2023 students click here 

Year 12 2023 students click here

MON & TUE

8 & 9
AUGUST
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SECTION 2
VCE STUDIES OFFERED



We currently offer over 30 VCE subjects. In 2023, the following VCE subjects are offered at Units 1-4 inclusive 
in each Learning Area. Please Note: Subjects will only run if there is sufficient demand. 

LEARNING AREA VCE STUDY UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4 PAGE

English
English ● ● ● ● 33
Literature ● ● ● ● 35
English as an additional Language (EAL) ● ● ● ● 37

Mathematics
General Mathematics ● ● ● ● 40
Mathematical Methods ● ● ● ● 42
Specialist Mathematics ● ● ● ● 44

Humanities

Accounting ● ● ● ● 47
Business Management ● ● ● ● 49
Economics ● ● ● ● 51
Geography ● ● ● ● 53
History ● ● ● ● 55
Legal Studies ● ● ● ● 57
Philosophy ● ● ● ● 59

Science

Biology ● ● ● ● 62
Chemistry ● ● ● ● 64
Physics ● ● ● ● 66
Psychology ● ● ● ● 68

Health and Human 
Movement

Health and Human Development ● ● ● ● 71
Outdoor and Environmental Studies ● ● ● ● 73
Physical Education ● ● ● ● 75

Languages
German ● ● ● ● 78
Indonesian ● ● ● ● 80

Technology
Food Studies ● ● ● ● 83
Product Design and Technology ● ● ● ● 85
Systems Engineering ● ● ● ● 87

Performing Arts
Music ● ● ● ● 90
Theatre Studies ● ● ● ● 92

Visual Arts

Art Creative Practice 
(Formerly Art)

● ● ● ● 95

Art Making and Exhibiting 
(Formerly Studio Art)

● ● ● ● 97

Media ● ● ● ● 99
Visual Communication and Design ● ● ● ● 101

VET (Vocational 
Education and Training 

internal offerings)

Certificate III Music ● ● ● ● 103

Journey Aspire ● ● ● ● 104

Please note: 
• All VCE students undergo Billanook’s Aspire program within their 10-day timetable. Students 

participate in 5 lessons of Aspire across the 10-day timetable. 
• All Units 3 and 4 studies must be taken as a sequence
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VCE STUDIES OFFERED
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VCE SUBJECT SUPPORT

Who can I talk to for advice about particular subjects? 
You will be given the chance to talk to your Aspire Mentor, Homegroup Teacher, Course Counsellor, Head of 
Year, your families and your peers before subject selection. The Learning Area Leaders of each Faculty are 
also a great person to further discuss the details of subjects. Their names, contact details and images are 
available below. You may also email them with any questions at any time. You will have until early Term 3 to 
submit your choices, so you have lots of time to talk to your subject teachers.

Learning Area Learning Leader Email

English Maria Boucher maria.boucher@billanook.vic.edu.au

Mathematics Gareth Smith gareth.smith@billanook.vic.edu.au

Humanities Peter Clarkson peter.clarkson@billanook.vic.edu.au

Science Martyn Wood martyn.wood@billanook.vic.edu.au

Health and 
Human Movement Sam Millar sam.millar@billanook.vic.edu.au

Languages Fiona Carnell fiona.carnell@billanook.vic.edu.au

Technology Jamie Pointon jamie.pointon@billanook.vic.edu.au

Performing Arts Paul Cotton paul.cotton@billanook.vic.edu.au

Visual Arts Brett Ferry brett.ferry@billanook.vic.edu.au

mailto:maria.boucher%40billanook.vic.edu.au?subject=
mailto:gareth.smith%40billanook.vic.edu.au?subject=
mailto:peter.clarkson%40billanook.vic.edu.au?subject=
mailto:martyn.wood%40billanook.vic.edu.au?subject=
mailto:sam.millar%40billanook.vic.edu.au?subject=
mailto:fiona.carnell%40billanook.vic.edu.au?subject=
mailto:jamie.pointon%40billanook.vic.edu.au?subject=
mailto:paul.cotton%40billanook.vic.edu.au?subject=
mailto:brett.ferry%40billanook.vic.edu.au?subject=
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ENGLISH



The study of English empowers students to read, write, speak and listen in different contexts. VCE English 
prepares students to think and act critically and creatively, and to encounter the beauty and challenge of their 
contemporary world with compassion and understanding. Through engagement with texts drawn from a range 
of times, cultures, forms and genres, students develop insight into a varied range of ideas. They extend their 
speaking and writing skills in responding analytically, reflectively, persuasively and creatively, further expanding 
their language to reflect accurately the purpose, audience and context of their responses. By developing broad 
skills in communication and reflection, the study of English enables students to participate in their diverse, 
dynamic and multicultural world productively and positively. 
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LEARNING AREA | ENGLISH

Unit 1 has two main areas of study. 

Reading and Exploring Texts. Students read, 
discuss and analyse a text, strengthening their 
inferential reading skills and examining the text’s 
views and values. 

Crafting Texts. Students read ‘mentor texts,’ shorter 
texts which are examined in detail to understand the 
choices authors make about structure, ideas and 
language features. Students craft their own texts for a 
range of purposes and audiences. Writing styles may 
include, for example, short story, reflection, blogs, 
podcasts, poetry and opinion.

There are two main areas of study in Unit 2. 

Reading and Exploring Texts. Students read, 
discuss and analyse a text. They build on skills 
developed in Unit 1, deepening their understanding of 
approaches to reading and analysing texts. 

Exploring Argument. Students study a contemporary 
issue debated in the media. They analyse how authors 
seek to persuade in written, audio and visual texts. 
Students also deliver a speech presenting their own 
point of view on a current issue. 

UNIT 1 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 2 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• Inferential reading and viewing strategies; 
• Analytical skills and understanding of how texts shape 

views of individuals and societies.
• Oral communication skills including the ability to 

present speeches, collaborate with others and 
participate in discussion. 

• The ability to write in a range of different styles.

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
A range of school-based assessment 
tasks including: Formal essays; creative, reflective 
and persuasive writing; oral presentation.

Advice and pathways
Satisfactory completion of an English subject 
(including Literature) is compulsory in the VCE. 

English will suit you more than Literature if 
you enjoy:
• Exploring current issues and news;
• Writing in a range of styles;
• Reading a range of shorter texts

Those who are passionate about English might 
consider tertiary courses in the following areas:
Arts, Journalism, Communication, Creative 
Writing, Marketing, Law, Education, Librarianship

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the 
following areas:
The career prospects from the subject are broad. 
In terms of career pathways examples (not 
limited to this list) include; Writer, Public Relations 
Officer, Project Manager, Policy Developer, 
Researcher, Librarian, Solicitor, Teacher, 
Journalist

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• Literature

• History

• Media Studies

• Psychology

• Philosophy

ENGLISH UNITS 1 & 2



The study of English contributes to the development of literate individuals capable of critical and creative 
thinking, aesthetic appreciation and creativity. This study also develops students’ ability to create and analyse 
texts, moving from interpretation to reflection and critical analysis. Through engagement with texts from 
the contemporary world and from the past, and using texts from Australia and from other cultures, students 
studying English become confident, articulate and critically aware communicators and further develop a 
sense of themselves, their world and their place within it. English helps equip students for participation in a 
democratic society and the global community. 
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LEARNING AREA | ENGLISH

This Unit has two main areas of study. 

Reading and Creating texts. Students read two 
texts and respond to them creatively and analytically. 

Analysing Argument. Students study a current issue 
debated in the media. They analyse how authors 
seek to persuade readers through written and visual 
texts.

This Unit has two main areas of study. 

Reading and Comparing texts. Students compare 
the themes, ideas and issues presented in two texts, 
and craft comparative written responses. 

Presenting Argument. Students deliver an oral 
presentation of a point of view on a current issue.

UNIT 3 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 4 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• An understanding of the way authors create meaning 
• An understanding of the way readers’ interpretations 

differ, and why.
• The ability to write analytically, comparatively and 

creatively. 
• Oral communication skills including the ability to 

present speeches, collaborate with others and 
participate in discussion.

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
A range of school-based assessment tasks including:
Analytical, creative and comparative written responses and 
an oral presentation.

Advice and pathways
Satisfactory completion of an English subject 
(including Literature) is compulsory in the VCE. 

English will suit you more than Literature if:

• You want the best chance of a high score in 
your English subject.

• You prefer a broader course with study of 
media and current affairs as well as more 
literary texts.

Those who are passionate about English might 
consider tertiary courses in the following areas:
Arts, Journalism, Communication, Creative 
Writing, Marketing, Law, Education, Librarianship

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the 
following areas:
The career prospects from the subject are broad. 
In terms of career pathways examples (not 
limited to this list) include; Writer, Public Relations 
Officer, Project Manager, Policy Developer, 
Researcher, Librarian, Solicitor, Teacher, 
Journalist

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• Literature

• History

• Media Studies

• Psychology

• Philosophy

ENGLISH UNITS 3 & 4



The study of VCE Literature fosters students’ enjoyment and appreciation of the artistic and aesthetic merits of 
stories and storytelling, and enables students to participate more fully in the cultural conversations that take place 
around them. By reading and exploring a diverse range of established and emerging literary works, students 
become increasingly empowered to discuss texts. As both readers and writers, students extend their creativity 
and high-order thinking to express and develop their critical and creative voices. Throughout this study, students 
deepen their awareness of the historical, social and cultural influences that shape texts and their understanding of 
themselves as readers. Students expand their frameworks for exploring literature by considering literary forms and 
features, engaging with language, and refining their insight into authorial choices. Students immerse themselves in 
challenging fiction and non-fiction texts, discovering and experimenting with a variety of interpretations in order to 
develop their own responses. 

35

LEARNING AREA | ENGLISH

Unit 1 has two main areas of study. 

Reading Practices. Students read, discuss and 
analyse texts, developing understanding of the way 
experience and contexts shape their own and others’ 
interpretations of texts. They closely examine literary 
forms, features and language of texts.

Exploration of literary movements and genres. 
Students explore the concerns, ideas, style and 
conventions typical of literary movements or genres, 
such as modernism, tragedy or magical realism.

There are two main areas of study in Unit 2. 

Voices of Country. Students explore the voices, 
perspectives and knowledge of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander authors and creators, examining 
representations of culture and identity and exploring 
texts that challenge assumptions and stereotypes. 

The Text in its Context. Students focus on the text 
in its cultural, social and historical context, exploring 
how it reflects or comments on issues relevant to its 
context.

UNIT 1 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 2 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• An understanding of key concepts in Literary Theory.
• An understanding of the different ways readers can 

approach discussion and analysis of ideas, language 
and stylistic features of texts.

• Analytical and creative writing skills
• Oral communication skills, including the ability to 

present speeches, collaborate with others and 
contribute to class discussions.

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
A range of school-based assessment 
tasks including: Formal essays; close analysis 
tasks; creative response; reading journal 
entries; oral presentation.

Advice and pathways
Satisfactory completion of an English subject 
(including Literature) is compulsory in the VCE. 

Literature will suit you if you enjoy...

• Reading widely and analysing texts
• Learning more complex and advanced 

theories about understanding texts
• Being challenged 

Consider accelerating in Literature if…

• You would like an extra challenge or extension 
in your English studies

• You would like to develop your skills to be 
highly competitive in Year 12 English.

Those who are passionate about Literature might 
consider tertiary courses in the following areas:
Arts, Journalism, Communication, Creative 
Writing, Law, Education, Librarianship

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the 
following areas:
The career prospects from the subject are broad. 
In terms of career pathways examples (not 
limited to this list) include; Writer, Public Relations 
Officer, Project Manager, Policy Developer, 
Researcher, Librarian, Solicitor, Teacher, 
Journalist

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

LITERATURE UNITS 1 & 2

• English
• History

• Media 
Studies

• Psychology

• Philosophy



The study of VCE Literature provides opportunities for students to explore the way texts represent the complexity 
of human experience. Students examine the evolving and dialogic nature of texts, the changing contexts in 
which they were produced and notions of value. They consider the power and complexity of language, the ways 
literary features and techniques contribute to meaning and the significance of form and structure. They develop 
their capacity to read and interpret texts and reflect on their interpretations and those of others, cultivating an 
awareness that there are multiple readings of texts and that the nature of language and text is dynamic. They are 
encouraged to be independent, innovative and creative, developing the ability to read deeply and widely and to 
establish and articulate their views through creative and analytical responses. 
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LEARNING AREA | ENGLISH

Unit 1 has two main areas of study. 

Adaptations and Transformations. By studying 
both texts in detail, students explore how meaning 
changes when a print text is adapted to film. 

Creative Responses to Texts. Students study a 
text in detail and then develop their own creative 
response to the text, in imitation of the original 
author’s work.

There are two main areas of study in Unit 2. 

Literary Perspectives. Students explore and 
compare different critical readings of a text, 
developing their understanding of literary criticism 
and of the text offered for study.

Close Analysis. Students closely analyse the 
features of two texts, developing their own 
interpretations of texts based on detailed readings.

UNIT 3 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 4 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• An understanding of the way readers’ interpretations of 

texts differ, and ability to articulate and justify their own 
interpretation.

• Knowledge of literary criticism.
• The ability to write analytically, comparatively and 

creatively. 
• Oral communication skills including the ability to 

present speeches, collaborate with others and 
participate in discussion.

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
A range of school-based assessment tasks 
including: Analytical, creative and comparative 
written responses and an oral presentation.

Advice and pathways
Satisfactory completion of an English subject 
(including Literature) is compulsory in the VCE. 

Literature will suit you if you enjoy...
• Reading widely and analysing texts
• Learning more complex and advanced 

theories about understanding texts
• Being challenged

Consider accelerating in Literature if:
• You would like an extra challenge or extension 

in your English studies
• You would like to develop your skills to be 

highly competitive in Year 12 English.

Those who are passionate about Literature might 
consider tertiary courses in the following areas:
Arts, Journalism, Communication, Creative 
Writing, Law, Education, Librarianship

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the 
following areas:
The career prospects from the subject are broad. 
In terms of career pathways examples (not 
limited to this list) include; Writer, Public Relations 
Officer, Project Manager, Policy Developer, 
Researcher, Librarian, Solicitor, Teacher, 
Journalist

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

LITERATURE UNITS 3 & 4

• Literature

• History

• Media Studies

• Psychology

• Philosophy



The study of English as an Additional Language empowers students to read, write, speak and listen in different 
contexts. VCE EAL prepares students to think and act critically and creatively, and to build their English language 
skills. Through engagement with texts drawn from a range of times, cultures, forms and genres, students develop 
insight into a varied range of ideas. They extend their speaking and writing skills in responding analytically, 
reflectively, persuasively and creatively, further expanding their language to reflect accurately the purpose, 
audience and context of their responses. By developing broad skills in communication and reflection, the 
study of EAL enables students to participate in their diverse, dynamic and multicultural world productively and 
positively.
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LEARNING AREA | ENGLISH

Unit 1 has two main areas of study. 

Reading and Exploring Texts. Students read, 
discuss and analyse a text, strengthening their 
inferential reading skills and examining the text’s 
views and values. 

Crafting Texts. Students read ‘mentor texts,’ shorter 
texts which are examined in detail to understand the 
choices authors make about structure, ideas and 
language features. Students craft their own texts for a 
range of purposes and audiences. Writing styles may 
include, for example, short story, reflection, blogs, 
podcasts, poetry and opinion.

There are two main areas of study in Unit 2. 

Reading and Exploring Texts. Students read, discuss 
and analyse a text. They build on skills developed in 
Unit 1, deepening their understanding of approaches 
to reading and analysing texts. 

Exploring Argument. Students study a contemporary 
issue debated in the media. They analyse how authors 
seek to persuade in written, audio and visual texts. 
Students also deliver a speech presenting their own 
point of view on a current issue. 

UNIT 1 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 2 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• Inferential reading and viewing strategies; 
• Analytical skills and understanding of how texts shape 

views of individuals and societies.
• Oral communication skills including the ability to 

present speeches, collaborate with others and 
participate in discussion. 

• The ability to write in a range of different styles.

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
A range of school-based assessment 
tasks including:
Formal essays; creative, reflective and 
persuasive writing; oral presentation.

Advice and pathways
Satisfactory completion of an English subject is 
compulsory in the VCE. 

English as an Additional Language is suitable for:
• Students whose first language is not English 

and;
• whose main language of educational 

instruction has been English for no more than 
7 years;

Those who are passionate about English as 
an Additional Language might consider tertiary 
courses in the following areas:
Arts, Journalism, Communication, Creative 
Writing, Marketing, Law, Education, Librarianship

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the 
following areas:
The career prospects from the subject are broad. 
In terms of career pathways examples (not 
limited to this list) include; Writer, Public Relations 
Officer, Project Manager, Policy Developer, 
Researcher, Librarian, Solicitor, Teacher, 
Journalist, Interpreter

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• Media Studies

• Psychology

• Legal Studies

ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE 
UNITS 1 & 2



The study of English as an Additional Language contributes to the development of literate individuals capable of 
critical and creative thinking, aesthetic appreciation and creativity. This study also develops students’ ability to 
create and analyse texts, moving from interpretation to reflection and critical analysis. 
Through engagement with texts from the contemporary world and from the past, and using texts from Australia 
and from other cultures, students studying English as an Additional Language become confident, articulate and 
critically aware communicators and further develop a sense of themselves, their world and their place within it. 
The EAL course helps develop students’ written and spoken language skills, and helps prepare them for further 
study in Australia.
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LEARNING AREA | ENGLISH

This Unit has three main areas of study. 

Reading and Creating texts. Students read 2 texts 
and respond to them creatively and analytically. 

Analysing Argument. Students study a current issue 
debated in the media. They analyse how authors 
seek to persuade readers through written and visual 
texts.

Listening to texts. Students study spoken texts, 
building their understanding of spoken English.

This Unit has two main areas of study. 

Reading and Comparing texts. Students compare 
the themes, ideas and issues presented in two texts, 
and craft comparative written responses. 

Presenting Argument. Students deliver an oral 
presentation of a point of view on a current issue.

UNIT 3 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 4 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• An understanding of the way authors create meaning 
• An understanding of the way readers’ interpretations 

differ, and why.
• The ability to write analytically, comparatively and 

creatively. 
• Oral communication skills including the ability to 

present speeches, understand spoken language, 
collaborate with others and participate in discussion.

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
A range of school-based assessment tasks 
including: Analytical, creative and comparative 
written responses, short answer questions, 
note-form summaries and an oral presentation.

Advice and pathways
Satisfactory completion of an English subject is 
compulsory in the VCE. 

English as an Additional Language is suitable for:
• Students whose first language is not English 

and;
• whose main language of educational 

instruction has been English for no more than 
7 years;

Those who are passionate about English as 
an Additional Language might consider tertiary 
courses in the following areas:
Arts, Journalism, Communication, Creative 
Writing, Marketing, Law, Education, Librarianship

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the 
following areas:
The career prospects from the subject are broad. 
In terms of career pathways examples (not 
limited to this list) include; Writer, Public Relations 
Officer, Project Manager, Policy Developer, 
Researcher, Librarian, Solicitor, Teacher, 
Journalist, Interpreter

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• Media Studies

• Psychology

• Legal Studies

ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE
UNITS 3 & 4
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MATHEMATICS



General Mathematics provides for the study of non-calculus and discrete mathematics topics. They are designed 
to be widely accessible and provide preparation for general employment, business or further study. General 
Mathematics Units 1 and 2 cater for a range of student interests, provide preparation for the study of VCE General 
Mathematics at the Units 3 and 4 level and contain assumed knowledge and skills for these units.
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LEARNING AREA | MATHEMATICS

The areas of study for Unit 1 General Mathematics are: 

Data analysis, probability and statistics including 
Investigating and comparing data distributions, 

Algebra, number and structure including Arithmetic 
and geometric sequences, first-order linear recurrence 
relations and financial mathematics, 

Functions, relations and graphs including Linear 
functions, graphs, equations and models and 

Discrete mathematics including Matrices.

The areas of study for Unit 2 General Mathematics are:

Data analysis, probability and statistics including 
Investigating relationships between two numerical 
variables, 

Discrete mathematics including Graphs and networks, 

Functions, relations and graphs, including Variation 
and Space and measurement including measurement 
and applications of trigonometry

UNIT 1 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 2 DESCRIPTION

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
Assignments, tests, solutions to sets of worked 
questions, summary notes or review notes. 
Also modelling tasks, problem-solving tasks, 
mathematical investigations

Advice and pathways
This subject will suit you if you enjoy:

• problem solving
• Mathematics
• working independently
• analysing data
• working with numbers 

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the 
following areas:
Education, Science, Nursing, Finance, Business 
and Commerce, a Trade, Health Sciences, 
Marketing, Event Management

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the 
following areas:
The career prospects from the subject are broad. 
In terms of career pathways examples (not limited 
to this list) include: Nurse, Teacher, Banker, 
A trade like building, plumbing, electrician etc., 
work in a financial field 

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• Biology

• Business Management

• Psychology

• Health and Human Development

• Physical Education

GENERAL MATHEMATICS UNITS 1 & 2

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• Various Mathematical processes. 
• A good understanding about finances and financial 

mathematics for everyday life
• problem solving skills
• use of data and the ability to use and explain data 

patterns, useful life skills in using mathematics.



LEARNING AREA | MATHEMATICS
GENERAL MATHEMATICS UNITS 3 & 4

General Mathematics Units 3 and 4 focus on real-life application of mathematics and consist of the areas of 
study ‘Data analysis, probability and statistics’ and ‘Discrete mathematics’.
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Unit 3 comprises Data analysis including investigating 
data distributions, Bivariate data, modelling linear 
associations and modelling time series data. Recursion 
and financial modelling, including depreciation of 
assets, compound interest investments and loans, 
reducing balance loans, annuities and perpetuities, 

Unit 4 comprises Matrices including Matrices and their 
applications, and Transition Matrices, and Networks and 
decision mathematics including, Graphs and networks, 
Exploring and travelling problems, Scheduling problems 
and critical path analysis, as well as flow and shortest path 
problems.

UNIT 3 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 4 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• Various Mathematical processes. 
• A good understanding about finances and financial 

mathematics for everyday life
• problem solving skills
• use of data and the ability to use and explain data 

patterns, useful life skills in using mathematics.

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
An application task which is a guided 
investigation of a given data set with several 
variables, three modelling or problem-solving 
tasks, two end of year examinations, both with 
reference book and calculator.

Advice and pathways
This subject will suit you if you enjoy:

• problem solving
• Mathematics
• working independently
• analysing data
• working with numbers 

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the 
following areas:
Education, Science, Nursing, Finance, Business 
and Commerce, a Trade, Health Sciences, 
Marketing, Event Management

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the 
following areas:
The career prospects from the subject are broad. 
In terms of career pathways examples (not limited 
to this list) include: Nurse, Teacher, Banker, 
A trade like building, plumbing, electrician etc., 
work in a financial field 

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• Biology

• Business Management

• Psychology

• Health and Human Development

• Physical Education



Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2 provides an introductory study of simple elementary functions of a single 
real variable, algebra, calculus, probability and statistics and their applications in a variety of practical and 
theoretical contexts. The units are designed as preparation for Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4 and contain 
assumed knowledge and skills for these units.
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LEARNING AREA | MATHEMATICS

The focus of Unit 1 is the study of simple algebraic 
functions, and the areas of study are ‘Functions, 
relations and graphs’, ‘Algebra, number and structure’ 
including Functions, relations and graphs, ‘Calculus’ 
including rates of change, and ‘Data analysis, 
probability and statistics. At the end of Unit 1, students 
are expected to have covered the content outlined 
in each area of study, with the exception of ‘Algebra, 
number and structure’ which continues into Unit 2.

The focus of Unit 2 is the study of simple transcendental 
functions, the calculus of polynomial functions and related 
modelling applications. The areas of study are ‘Functions, 
relations and graphs’ including circular functions and 
trigonometry, ‘Algebra, number and structure’, ‘Calculus’ 
including differentiation and anti-differentiation of 
polynomial functions and ‘Data analysis, probability and 
statistics.

UNIT 1 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 2 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• Various mathematical processes
• problem solving skills
• use of data and the ability to use and explain data 

patterns
• useful life skills in using Mathematics, abstract 

mathematical thinking.

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
Assignments, tests, solutions to sets of worked 
questions, summary notes or review notes. 
Also modelling tasks, problem-solving tasks, 
mathematical investigations

Advice and pathways
This subject will suit you if you enjoy:

• problem solving
• Mathematics
• working independently
• analysing data
• working with numbers 

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the 
following areas:
Education, Sciences, Health Sciences, 
Engineering, Aviation, Mathematics, Commerce, 
Technologies

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the 
following areas:
The career prospects from the subject are broad. 
In terms of career pathways examples (not 
limited to this list) include; Doctor, Optometrist, 
Engineer, Pilot, Finance field, Teacher, Medical 
Scientist, Economist, Data and Research Analyst, 
Computer Programmer

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• Chemistry

• Economics

• Physics

• Philosophy

• Systems Engineering

MATHEMATICAL METHODS UNITS 1 & 2



LEARNING AREA | MATHEMATICS
MATHEMATICAL METHODS UNITS 3 & 4

Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4 extend the introductory study of simple elementary functions of a single 
real variable, to include combinations of these functions, algebra, calculus, probability and statistics, and their 
applications in a variety of practical and theoretical contexts. Units 3 and 4 consist of the areas of study ‘Algebra, 
number and structure’, ‘Data analysis, probability and statistics’, ‘Calculus’, and ‘Functions, relations and graphs’
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For Unit 3 a selection of content would typically include 
the areas of study ‘Functions, relations and graphs’ 
including trigonometry and logarithmic functions, and 
‘Algebra, number and structure’ including composition of 
functions, inverse functions, applications of derivatives 
and differentiation, and identifying and analysing key 
features of the functions and their graphs from the 
‘Calculus’ area of study.

For Unit 4, content would typically consist of remaining 
content from ‘Functions, relations and graphs’, ‘Algebra, 
number and structure’ and ‘Calculus’ areas of study, and 
the study of random variables, discrete and continuous 
probability distributions, and the distribution of sample 
proportions from the ‘Data analysis, probability and 
statistics’ area of study.

UNIT 3 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 4 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• Various mathematical processes
• problem solving skills
• use of data and the ability to use and explain data 

patterns
• useful life skills in using mathematics, abstract 

mathematical thinking.

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
Application task including a function and 
calculus-based mathematical investigation, as 
well as Modelling or problem-solving tasks, two 
end of year examinations, one with reference 
book and calculator and one without.

Advice and pathways
This subject will suit you if you enjoy:

• problem solving
• Mathematics
• working independently
• analysing data
• working with numbers 

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the 
following areas:
Education, Sciences, Health Sciences, 
Engineering, Aviation, Mathematics, Commerce, 
Technologies

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the 
following areas:
The career prospects from the subject are broad. 
In terms of career pathways examples (not 
limited to this list) include; Doctor, Optometrist, 
Engineer, Pilot, Finance field, Teacher, Medical 
Scientist, Economist, Data and Research Analyst, 
Computer Programmer

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• Chemistry

• Economics

• Physics

• Philosophy

• Systems Engineering



Specialist Mathematics Units 1 and 2 provide a course of study for students who wish to undertake an in-depth study 
of mathematics, with an emphasis on concepts, skills and processes related to mathematical structure, modelling, 
problem-solving, reasoning and proof. This study must be taken in conjunction with Mathematical Methods.

44

LEARNING AREA | MATHEMATICS

The areas of study for Specialist Mathematics Units 
1 and 2 are ‘Algebra, number and structure’ including 
Proof and number and graph theory, logic and 
algorithms, ‘Data analysis, probability and statistics’, 
‘Discrete mathematics’ including sequences and series 
and matrices.

At the end of Unit 2 students are expected to have 
covered the material in the areas of studies: ‘Data 
analysis, probability and statistics’ including Simulation, 
sampling and sampling distributions, ‘Space and 
measurement’ including trigonometry, transformations and 
vectors, ‘Algebra, number and structure’ including complex 
numbers and ‘Functions, relations and graphs’

UNIT 1 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 2 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• Various mathematical processes
• problem solving skills
• use of data and the ability to use and explain data 

patterns
• useful life skills in using Mathematics, abstract 

mathematical thinking.

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
Assignments, tests, solutions to sets of worked 
questions, summary notes or review notes. 
Also modelling tasks, problem-solving tasks, 
mathematical investigations

Advice and pathways
This subject will suit you if you enjoy:

• problem solving
• Mathematics
• working independently
• analysing data
• working with numbers and complex ideas

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the 
following areas:
Education, Sciences, Health Sciences, 
Engineering, Aviation, Mathematics, Commerce, 
Technologies

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the 
following areas:
The career prospects from the subject are broad. 
In terms of career pathways examples (not 
limited to this list) include; Doctor, Optometrist, 
Engineer, Pilot, Finance field, Teacher, Medical 
Scientist, Economist, Data and Research Analyst, 
Computer Programmer

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• Chemistry

• Economics

• Physics

• Philosophy

• Systems Engineering

SPECIALIST MATHEMATICS UNITS 1 & 2



LEARNING AREA | MATHEMATICS
SPECIALIST MATHEMATICS UNITS 3 & 4

Specialist Mathematics Units 3 and 4 consist of the areas of study: ‘Algebra, number and structure’, ‘Calculus’, 
‘Data analysis, probability and statistics’, ‘Discrete mathematics’, ‘Functions, relations and graphs’, and ‘Space 
and measurement’. In undertaking these units, students are expected to be able to apply techniques, routines 
and processes involving rational, real and complex arithmetic, sets, lists, tables and vectors, diagrams 
and geometric constructions, algorithms, algebraic manipulation, equations, graphs, differentiation, anti-
differentiation and integration and inference, with and without the use of technology.
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Unit 3 includes content from the ‘Discrete mathematics’ 
including logic and proof, ‘Functions, relations and 
graphs’, ‘Algebra, number and structure’ including 
complex numbers, ‘Space and measurement’ including 
vectors, and ‘Calculus’ Differential calculus and integral 
calculus and kinematics: rectilinear motion.

At the end of Unit 2 students are expected to have 
covered the material in the areas of studies: ‘Data 
analysis, probability and statistics’ including Simulation and 
linear combinations of random variables and introductory 
statistical inference, sampling and sampling distributions, 
‘Space and measurement’ including trigonometry, 
transformations and vectors, ‘Algebra, number and 
structure’ including complex numbers and ‘Functions, 
relations and graphs’

UNIT 3 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 4 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• Various mathematical processes
• problem solving skills
• use of data and the ability to use and explain data 

patterns
• useful life skills in using mathematics, abstract 

mathematical thinking.

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
Application task including a mathematical 
investigation of a practical or theoretical context, 
as well as modelling or problem-solving tasks. 
Two end of year examinations, one with 
reference book and calculator and one without.

Advice and pathways
This subject will suit you if you enjoy:

• problem solving
• Mathematics
• working independently
• analysing data
• working with numbers and complex ideas

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the 
following areas:
Education, Science, Nursing, Finance, Business 
and Commerce, a Trade, Health Sciences, 
Marketing, Event Management

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the 
following areas:
The career prospects from the subject are broad. 
In terms of career pathways examples (not limited 
to this list) include; Doctor, Optometrist, Engineer, 
Pilot, Finance field, Teacher, Medical Scientist, 
Economist, Data and Research Analyst, Computer 
Programmer

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• Chemistry

• Economics

• Physics

• Philosophy

• Systems Engineering
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HUMANITIES



In this area of study students investigate the reasons for establishing a business and possible alternatives to 
operating a business. Students use both manual methods and ICT to record financial data and report accounting 
information. Students analyse and evaluate the performance of businesses, to develop and suggest strategies to 
improve business performance.
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This unit explores the establishment of a business and 
the role of accounting in the determination of business 
success or failure. In this, it considers the importance of 
accounting information to stakeholders.

Students analyse, interpret and evaluate the 
performance of the business using financial and non-
financial information. They use these evaluations to 
make recommendations regarding the suitability of a 
business as an investment. Students record financial 
data and prepare reports for service businesses owned 
by sole proprietors. 

In this unit students develop their knowledge of the 
accounting process for sole proprietors operating a trading 
business, with a focus on inventory, accounts receivable, 
accounts payable and non-current assets. 

Students use manual processes and ICT, including 
spreadsheets, to prepare historical and budgeted 
accounting reports. Students analyse and evaluate 
the performance of the business relating to inventory, 
accounts receivable, accounts payable and non-current 
assets.

They use relevant financial and other information to 
predict, budget and compare the potential effects of 
alternative strategies on the performance of the business. 
Using these evaluations, students develop and suggest to 
the owner strategies to improve business performance. 

UNIT 1 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 2 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• record and report for inventory, accounts receivable 

& payable
• discuss the effect of relevant financial and 

non-financial factors
• ethical considerations, on the outcome of business 

decisions
• record and report for non-current assets and 

depreciation.

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
A range of school-based assessment tasks 
including: Case studies, written responses, data 
analysis and multimedia presentations.

Advice and pathways
This subject will suit you if you are:

• detail orientated
• a problem solver
• value honesty and integrity
• good at memorising specific definitions and 

understandings that are applied consistently 
throughout the course

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the 
following areas:
Accounting, Bachelor of Business, Management 
Accounting, Auditing, Forensic Accounting, 
Taxation, Company Accounting

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the 
following areas:
The career prospects from the subject are broad. 
In terms of career pathways examples (not limited 
to this list) include; Accountant, Book-keeper, Tax 
Agent, Auditor, Budget Analyst, Loan Officer, CPA, 
CPO.

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• Business Management

• Economics

• Mathematics

• Legal Studies

ACCOUNTING UNITS 1 & 2



Students use the double entry system of recording financial data and prepare reports using the accrual basis of 
accounting and the perpetual method of inventory recording. They interpret reports and information presented 
in a variety of formats and suggest strategies to the owner to improve the performance of the business. They also 
investigate both the role and importance of budgeting in decision-making for a business.
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This unit focuses on financial accounting for a trading 
business owned by a sole proprietor, and highlights the 
role of accounting as an information system.

Students use the double entry system of recording 
financial data and prepare reports using the accrual 
basis of accounting and the perpetual method of 
inventory recording.

Students develop their understanding of the accounting 
processes for recording and reporting and consider 
the effect of decisions made on the performance of the 
business.

They interpret reports and information presented in a 
variety of formats and suggest strategies to the owner 
to improve the performance of the business.

In this unit students further develop their understanding of 
accounting. They investigate both the role and importance 
of budgeting in decision-making for a business.

They analyse and interpret accounting reports and 
graphical representations to evaluate the performance of a 
business. 

UNIT 3 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 4 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• accounting elements
• classification of assets and liabilities 
• establishment of a double entry accounting system
• inventory management
• use of financial indicators to assist analysis & 

decision-making 

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
A range of school-based assessment tasks 
including: Case studies, written responses, data 
analysis and multimedia presentations.

Advice and pathways
This subject will suit you if you are:

• detail orientated
• a problem solver
• value honesty and integrity
• good at memorising specific definitions and 

understandings that are applied consistently 
throughout the course

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the 
following areas:
Accounting, Bachelor of Business, Management 
Accounting, Auditing, Forensic Accounting, 
Taxation, Company Accounting

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the 
following areas:
The career prospects from the subject are broad. 
In terms of career pathways examples (not limited 
to this list) include; Accountant, Book-keeper, Tax 
Agent, Auditor, Budget Analyst, Loan Officer, CPA, 
CPO.

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• Business Management

• Economics

• Mathematics

• Legal Studies

ACCOUNTING UNITS 3 & 4



Business Management investigates strategies to manage both staff and business operations to meet objectives, 
and develop an understanding of the complexity and challenge of managing businesses. Students consider 
the importance of reviewing key performance indicators to determine current performance and the strategic 
management necessary to position a business for the future.
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In this unit students explore the factors affecting 
business ideas and the internal and external 
environments within which businesses operate, as well 
as the effect of these on planning a business.

They also consider the importance of the business 
sector to the national economy and social wellbeing.

In this unit students examine the legal requirements that 
must be met to establish a business. 

They investigate the essential features of effective 
marketing and consider the best way to meet the needs 
of the business in terms of staffing and financial record 
keeping. 

Students analyse management practices by applying key 
knowledge to contemporary business case studies from 
the past four years.

UNIT 1 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 2 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• the relationship between the internal environment & 

the external environment of a business
• types of businesses and business models & the 

factors affecting the choice of business structure
• the role of Accounting, Marketing and effective 

staffing
• corporate social responsibility considerations and 

business planning 
• apply business management knowledge to practical 

and/or simulated business situations

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
A range of school-based assessment tasks 
including: Case studies, written responses, data 
analysis and multimedia presentations.

Advice and pathways
This subject will suit you if you enjoy:

• delving into many contemporary and current 
issues and news

• lots of hands on discussion
• analysis of data and linking of key material
• memorising specific definitions and 

understandings that are applied consistently 
throughout the course

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the 
following areas:
Business Administration, Human Resources, 
Business Analytics, Project Management, Logistics, 
International Trade, Sustainability Management

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the 
following areas:
The career prospects from the subject are broad. In 
terms of career pathways examples (not limited to 
this list) include; 

Management Consultant, Marketing Manager, 
Sales Manager, Business Analyst, Account 
Manager, Operations Manager, Public Relations 
Officer

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• Accounting

• Legal Studies

• Economics

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT UNITS 1 & 2



Business Management investigates strategies to manage both staff and business operations to meet objectives, 
and develop an understanding of the complexity and challenge of managing businesses. Students consider 
the importance of reviewing key performance indicators to determine current performance and the strategic 
management necessary to position a business for the future.
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In this unit students explore the key processes and 
considerations for managing a business efficiently 
and effectively to achieve business objectives. 

Students examine different types of businesses and 
their respective objectives and stakeholders. They 
investigate strategies to manage both staff and 
business operations to meet objectives, and develop 
an understanding of the complexity and challenge of 
managing businesses.

Students compare theoretical perspectives with current 
practice through the use of contemporary Australian and 
global business case studies from the past four years.

Businesses are under constant pressure to adapt and 
change to meet their objectives. In this unit students 
consider the importance of reviewing key performance 
indicators to determine current performance and the 
strategic management necessary to position a business 
for the future.

Students study a theoretical model to undertake change 
and consider a variety of strategies to manage change in 
the most efficient and effective way to improve business 
performance. They investigate the importance of effective 
management and leadership in change management. 

Using one or more contemporary business case studies 
from the past four years, students evaluate business 
practice against theory.

UNIT 3 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 4 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• management styles & skills 
• corporate culture
• human resource management 
• theories and strategies of motivation
• the importance of leadership in change management
• characteristics of operations management 
• corporate social responsibility considerations 

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
A range of school-based assessment tasks 
including: Case studies, written responses, data 
analysis and structured questions.

Advice and pathways
This subject will suit you if you enjoy:

• delving into many contemporary and current 
issues and news

• lots of hands on discussion
• analysis of data and linking of key material
• memorising specific definitions and 

understandings that are applied consistently 
throughout the course

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the 
following areas:
Business Administration, Human Resources, 
Business Analytics, Project Management, Logistics, 
International Trade, Sustainability Management

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the 
following areas:
The career prospects from the subject are broad. In 
terms of career pathways examples (not limited to 
this list) include; 

Management Consultant, Marketing Manager, 
Sales Manager, Business Analyst, Account 
Manager, Operations Manager, Public Relations 
Officer

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• Accounting

• Legal Studies

• Economics

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT UNITS 3 & 4



Economics examines the role of consumers, businesses, governments, and other organisations in the decision 
making about the allocation of resources, the production of goods and services and the effect that these 
decisions may have on material and non-material living standards.
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As a social science, Economics is interested in the way 
humans behave and the decisions made to meet the 
needs and wants of society.

In this unit students explore their role in the economy, 
how they interact with businesses and the way 
economic models and theories have been developed to 
explain the causes and effects of human action.

Students explore how the benefits of economic growth are 
shared in an economy and begin to appreciate that efforts 
to increase economic efficiency might lead to a more 
inequitable distribution of income.

They evaluate the role of government intervention in 
markets and discuss whether achieving greater equality 
causes a decline in economic growth and average living 
standards. 

Through the analysis of specific policy measures, students 
analyse and question the nature of this key trade-off 
and evaluate whether there is a degree of compatibility 
between equity and efficiency.

UNIT 1 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 2 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• access and synthesise information gathered from a 

range of sources and draw conclusions
• identify trends, patterns, similarities and differences 

in economic data and other information
• gather, interpret and analyse statistical and 

graphical data
• evaluate the potential costs and benefits associated 

with government policies

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
A range of school-based assessment tasks 
including: Case studies, written responses, data 
analysis and multimedia presentations.

Advice and pathways
This subject will suit you if you enjoy:

• sociology 
• exploring the world around you
• developing a deeper understanding of how 

government policy affects you
• discussion about current issues

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the 
following areas:
Commerce, international development, health, 
environment, banking, finance, public policy, 
government, diplomacy

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the 
following areas:
Commerce, international development, health, 
environment, banking, finance, public policy, 
government, diplomacy

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• Business Management

• History

• Philosophy

ECONOMICS UNITS 1 & 2



Economics examines the role of consumers, businesses, governments, and other organisations in the decision 
making about the allocation of resources, the production of goods and services and the effect that these 
decisions may have on material and non-material living standards. Students investigate the importance of 
international economic relationships in terms of their influence on Australia’s living standards. They analyse how 
international transactions are recorded, predict how economic events might affect the value of the exchange rate 
and evaluate the effect of trade liberalisation.

52

LEARNING AREA | HUMANITIES

In this unit students investigate the role of the market in 
allocating resources and examine the factors that are 
likely to affect the price and quantity traded for a range 
of goods and services.

They develop an understanding of the key measures of 
efficiency and how market systems can result in efficient 
outcomes. Students consider contemporary issues to 
explain the need for government intervention in markets 
and why markets might fail to maximise society’s living 
standards. 

As part of a balanced examination, students also 
consider unintended consequences of government 
intervention in the market.

Students explore how the benefits of economic growth are 
shared in an economy and begin to appreciate that efforts 
to increase economic efficiency might lead to a more 
inequitable distribution of income.

They evaluate the role of government intervention in 
markets and discuss whether achieving greater equality 
causes a decline in economic growth and average living 
standards. 

Through the analysis of specific policy measures, students 
analyse and question the nature of this key trade-off 
and evaluate whether there is a degree of compatibility 
between equity and efficiency.

UNIT 3 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 4 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• access and synthesise information gathered from a 

range of sources and draw conclusions
• identify trends, patterns, similarities and differences in 

economic data and other information
• gather, interpret and analyse statistical and graphical data
• evaluate the potential costs and benefits associated with 

government policies

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
A range of school-based assessment tasks 
including: Case studies, written responses, data 
analysis and multimedia presentations.

Advice and pathways
This subject will suit you if you enjoy:

• sociology 
• exploring the world around you
• developing a deeper understanding of how 

government policy affects you
• discussion about current issues

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the 
following areas:
Commerce, international development, health, 
environment, banking, finance, public policy, 
government, diplomacy

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the 
following areas:
Commerce, international development, health, 
environment, banking, finance, public policy, 
government, diplomacy

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• Business Management

• History

• Philosophy

ECONOMICS UNITS 3 & 4



Geography offers students the chance to explore the world we live in and understand our impact upon it. In 
Geography, students consider the relationships that exist between people and places and examine the concepts 
of change, distance, distribution, environment, interconnection, movement, place, scale and sustainability. 
Students also consolidate their geographic skills, make use of geospatial technologies and conduct fieldwork, 
where they collect and analyse data to draw conclusions.
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HAZARDS AND DISASTERS This unit investigates how 
people have responded to specific types of hazards and 
disasters. Hazards represent the potential to cause harm 
to people and or the environment, whereas disasters 
are defined as serious disruptions of the functionality of 
a community at any scale, involving human, material, 
economic or environmental losses and impacts. Hazards 
include a wide range of situations including those within 
local areas, such as fast-moving traffic or the likelihood of 
coastal erosion, to regional and global hazards such as 
drought and infectious disease.

Students undertake an overview of hazards before 
investigating contrasting types of hazards and the responses 
to them. These will include coastal change, nuclear waste 
and infectious diseases.

TOURISM In this unit students investigate the characteristics 
of tourism: where it has developed, its various forms, how 
it has changed and continues to change and its impact on 
people, places and environments, issues and challenges of 
ethical tourism. 

Students select contrasting examples of tourism from 
within Australia and elsewhere in the world to support their 
investigations. The scale of tourist movements since the 1950s 
and its predicted growth has had and continues to have a 
significant impact on local, regional and national environments, 
economies and cultures. The travel and tourism industry are 
directly responsible for a significant number of jobs globally 
and generates a considerable portion of global GDP. 

The growth of tourism at all scales requires appropriate 
management to ensure it is environmentally, socially, 
culturally and economically sustainable. Case studies will 
include the Australian Alps, Tropical North Queensland and 
an international destination of the students’ choice. 

UNIT 1 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 2 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• Examination of processes and vital issues that face 

humanity from a geographic (spatial) perspective
• Appreciation of different viewpoints
• Critical thinking, research and communication skills
• Information technology skills, especially through using 

Geographic Information Systems (Mapping)
• Survey techniques
• Teamwork
• Critical and creative thinking

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
A range of school-based assessment tasks including: Fieldwork 
presentations, written and spatial/graphical responses to 
questions and case study reports.

Advice and pathways
This subject will suit you if you enjoy:

• investigating the natural and human world around you
• exploring environmental and social issues
• getting out into natural and human environments on 

fieldwork
• maps and mapping
• analysing and evaluating data

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the following 
areas:
Geospatial technologies and mapping, Environmental 
sciences, Natural resource management, Forestry 
and agriculture, Hydrology and water management, 
Meteorology, Hazard planning and management, Geology 
and mining, Demography and planning, Surveying and 
architecture, Civil engineering, Marketing and business, 
Tourism, Education, 

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the following 
areas:
Career prospects from this subject are broad. These 
include: Geospatial technologies; Natural resource 
management (e.g., Forester, fisheries, Park Ranger); 
Meteorologist; Emergency planning and management; 
Geologist; Demographer; Town Planner; Civil Engineer; 
Tourism; Teaching.

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:
• Sciences - Biology, Chemistry and Physics
• Outdoor and Environmental Studies
• Humanities - History, Economics, Business Studies
• Health and Human Development, Mathematics

GEOGRAPHY UNITS 1 & 2



Geography offers students the chance to explore the world we live in and understand our impact upon it. In Geography, students 
consider the relationships that exist between people and places and examine the concepts of change, distance, distribution, 
environment, interconnection, movement, place, scale and sustainability. Students also consolidate their geographic skills, 
make use of geospatial technologies and conduct fieldwork, where they collect and analyse data to draw conclusions. 
*Units 3 and 4 Geography will be available for selection in 2024.
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CHANGING THE LAND This unit focuses on two investigations 
of geographical change: change to land cover and change 
to land use. Land cover is the natural state of the biophysical 
environment developed over time as a result of the 
interconnection between climate, soils, landforms and flora and 
fauna and, increasingly, interconnections with human activity. 
Natural land cover is altered by many processes such as 
geomorphological events, plant succession and climate change. 

In Area of Study 1 students undertake an overview of global 
land cover and changes that have occurred over time. Students 
investigate two major processes that are changing land cover: 
melting glaciers and ice sheets, and deforestation.

In Area of Study 2 students use fieldwork techniques and 
secondary sources to investigate a significant land use change. 
This change may have recently occurred, be underway or be 
planned for the near future.

HUMAN POPULATION In this unit students investigate the 
geography of human populations. They explore the patterns 
of population change, movement and distribution, and how 
governments, organisations and individuals have responded to 
those changes in different parts of the world.

The growth of the world’s population from 2.5 billion in 1950 to 
over 7 billion since 2010 has been on a scale without parallel 
in human history. Much of the current growth is occurring within 
developing countries while the populations in many developed 
countries are either growing slowly or are declining. 

In Area of Study 1 students undertake an overview of global 
population distribution and growth before investigating the 
dynamics of population change over time and space.

In Area of Study 2 students investigate two countries with 
significant population trends in different parts of the world: a 
growing population of one country and an ageing population of 
another country.

UNIT 3 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 4 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• Examination of processes and vital issues that face 

humanity from a geographic (spatial) perspective
• Appreciation of different viewpoints
• Critical thinking, research and communication skills
• Information technology skills, especially through using 

Geographic Information Systems (Mapping)
• Survey techniques
• Teamwork
• Critical and creative thinking

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
Analysis of geographic data, Case studies and research reports, 
Fieldwork report, Written and spatial/graphical responses to 
questions, Geography is also externally assessed by the Units 
3-4 examination.

Advice and pathways
This subject will suit you if you enjoy:

• investigating the natural and human world around you
• exploring environmental and social issues
• getting out into natural and human environments on 

fieldwork
• maps and mapping
• analysing and evaluating data

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the following 
areas:
Geospatial technologies and mapping, Environmental 
sciences, Natural resource management, Forestry 
and agriculture, Hydrology and water management, 
Meteorology, Hazard planning and management, Geology 
and mining, Demography and planning, Surveying and 
architecture, Civil engineering, Marketing and business, 
Tourism, Education, 

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the following 
areas:
Career prospects from this subject are broad. These 
include: Geospatial technologies; Natural resource 
management (e.g., Forester, fisheries, Park Ranger); 
Meteorologist; Emergency planning and management; 
Geologist; Demographer; Town Planner; Civil Engineer; 
Tourism; Teaching.

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:
• Sciences - Biology, Chemistry and Physics
• Outdoor and Environmental Studies
• Humanities - History, Economics, Business Studies
• Health and Human Development, Mathematics

GEOGRAPHY UNITS 3 & 4



History is a dynamic discipline that involves structured inquiry into the human actions, forces and conditions (social, 
political, economic, cultural, environmental and technological) that have shaped the past and present. To make 
meaning of the past, historians use historical sources, which include primary sources and historical interpretations. 
Historians analyse and evaluate evidence and use this when constructing historical arguments. As historians ask new 
questions, revise interpretations, or discover new sources, fresh understandings about the past come to light.
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CHANGE AND CONFLICT In this unit students 
investigate the nature of social, political, economic and 
cultural change in the later part of the 19th century and 
the first half of the 20th century.

At Billanook, we focus on Germany, including the post 
WWI Treaties, the Weimar Republic and the rise of 
Hitler and the Nazis. We also investigate the impact of 
Nazism on cultural expression, and the persecution of 
Jews and others during the Holocaust.

THE CHANGING WORLD ORDER In this unit students 
investigate the nature and impact of the Cold War and 
challenges and changes to social, political and economic 
structures and systems of power in the second half of the 
twentieth century and the first decade of the twenty-first 
century.

This unit allows for lots of opportunity to explore a variety 
of topics according to student interest.

UNIT 1 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 2 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• Historical context of the world we live in
• Analysis of sources
• Critical thinking
• How to build an argument using evidence
• Analysis of cause, consequence, change and 

continuity
• Evaluation of significance and interpretations
• Clear and precise writing
• Research

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
A range of school-based assessment tasks 
including: Document analysis, essays, historical 
inquiry and oral presentation.

Advice and pathways
This subject will suit you if you enjoy:

• Reading and stories
• Watching History documentaries
• Analysis of sources
• Class discussion and debate
• Politics
• Learning about humanity and the experiences 

of others

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the 
following areas:
Arts, Law, Education, History, English, Economics, 
Politics

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the 
following areas:
The career prospects from the subject are broad. 
In terms of career pathways examples (not limited 
to this list) include; historian, teacher, lawyer, 
journalist, public service, military.

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• English

• Literature

• Philosophy

• Legal Studies

• Economics

• Art Creative Practice

• Media

HISTORY - MODERN HISTORY UNITS 1 & 2



History is a dynamic discipline that involves structured inquiry into the human actions, forces and conditions (social, 
political, economic, cultural, environmental and technological) that have shaped the past and present. To make 
meaning of the past, historians use historical sources, which include primary sources and historical interpretations. 
Historians analyse and evaluate evidence and use this when constructing historical arguments. As historians ask new 
questions, revise interpretations, or discover new sources, fresh understandings about the past come to light.
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UNIT 3 RUSSIAN REVOLUTION 
UNIT 4 FRENCH REVOLUTION

In Units 3 and 4 Revolutions students investigate the 
significant historical causes and consequences of 
political revolution. Revolutions involve the collapse and 
destruction of an existing political order which results 
in extensive change to society. They are caused by 
the interplay of events, ideas, individuals and popular 
movements, and the interplay between the political, social, 
cultural, economic and environmental conditions. Their 
consequences have a profound effect on the political and 
social structures of the post-revolutionary society. 

Change in a post-revolutionary society is not guaranteed 
or inevitable and continuities can remain from the pre-
revolutionary society. The implementation of revolutionary 
ideology was often challenged internally by civil war and 
externally by foreign threats. These challenges can result 
in a compromise of revolutionary ideals and extreme 
measures of violence, oppression and terror. 

In these units’ students analyse the complexity and 
multiplicity of the causes and consequences of revolution, 
and to evaluate the extent to which the revolution brought 
change to the lives of people. Students analyse the 
different perspectives and experiences of people who 
lived through dramatic revolutionary moments, as well as 
exploring how different historians interpret these events.

UNIT 3 & 4 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• Historical context of the world we live in
• Analysis of sources
• Critical thinking
• How to build an argument using evidence
• Analysis of cause, consequence, change and 

continuity
• Evaluation of significance and interpretations
• Clear and precise writing
• Research

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
A range of school-based assessment tasks 
including: Document analysis, essays, historical 
inquiry and short answer questions.

Advice and pathways
This subject will suit you if you enjoy:

• Reading and stories
• Watching History documentaries
• Analysis of sources
• Class discussion and debate
• Politics
• Learning about humanity and the experiences 

of others

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the 
following areas:
Arts, Law, Education, History, English, Economics, 
Politics

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the 
following areas:
The career prospects from the subject are broad. 
In terms of career pathways examples (not limited 
to this list) include; historian, teacher, lawyer, 
journalist, public service, military.

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• English

• Literature

• Philosophy

• Legal Studies

• Economics

• Art Creative Practice

• Media

HISTORY - REVOLUTIONS UNITS 1 & 2



Criminal law and civil law aim to achieve social cohesion and to protect the rights of individuals. Students investigate 
these two areas of law in detail.  
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In this unit students investigate key concepts in 
criminal and civil law and apply these to actual and/
or hypothetical scenarios to determine whether an 
accused may be found guilty of a crime, or liable in 
civil disputes. 

When rights are infringed, a case or dispute may 
arise which needs to be determined or resolved, and 
sanctions or remedies may be imposed. This unit 
focuses on the enforcement of criminal law and civil 
law, the methods and institutions that may be used to 
determine a criminal case or resolve a civil dispute, 
and the purposes and types of sanctions and remedies 
and their effectiveness. 

UNIT 1 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 2 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• An Understanding of the Australian Parliamentary 

system; 
• The role of courts in law making
• An understanding of the criminal and civil justice 

systems
• How sanctions and remedies are applied
• Rights of Indigenous Australians (Mabo and the 

Stolen Generation)

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
A range of school-based assessment tasks including:
Case studies, short answer questions and extended 
responses.

Advice and pathways

This subject will suit you if you enjoy:

• Discussing current issues and news at local, 
state federal and International levels;

• Class discussions and debates;

• Applying theory to real world case examples

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the 
following areas:
Law, Commerce, Business Studies, Criminal 
Justice Administration, Arts, Global Studies, 
Politics, Criminology, International Studies, 
Education

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the 
following areas:
The career prospects from the subject are broad. 
In terms of career pathways examples (not limited 
to this list) include; Lawyer, Legal Administrator, 
Criminology, Armed forces, Police Force, 
Correctional officer, Community worker, Public 
servant, Parliamentarian, Teacher

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• History

• Business Management

• Psychology

• Economics

LEGAL STUDIES UNITS 1 & 2



The justice system considers their appropriateness in determining criminal cases and resolving civil disputes and how the 
Australian Constitution establishes the law-making powers of the Commonwealth and State Parliaments. 
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In this Unit students look at the Victorian justice 
system, which includes the criminal and civil justice 
systems and aims to protect the rights of individuals 
and uphold the principles of justice: fairness, equality 
and access.

Students examine the methods and institutions in 
the justice system. And the roles of the judge, jury, 
legal practitioners and the parties, and the ability of 
sanctions and remedies to achieve their purposes.

This unit looks at how Australia’s laws and legal 
system involves an understanding of institutions 
that make and reform our laws, and the relationship 
between the Australian people, the Australian 
Constitution and law-making bodies.

Students will investigate Parliament and the Courts, 
and the relationship between the two in law-making, 
and consider the roles of the individual, the media and 
law reform bodies in influencing law reform. 

UNIT 3 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 4 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• An Understanding of the Australian Parliamentary 

system; 
• The role of courts in law making
• An understanding of the criminal and civil justice 

systems
• How sanctions and remedies are applied
• Rights of Indigenous Australians (Mabo and the 

Stolen Generation)

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
A range of school-based assessment tasks 
including: Case studies, short answer questions 
and extended responses.

Advice and pathways
This subject will suit you if you enjoy:

• Discussing current issues and news at local, 
state federal and International levels;

• Class discussions and debates;

• Applying theory to real world case examples

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the 
following areas:
Law, Commerce, Business Studies, Criminal 
Justice Administration, Arts, Global Studies, 
Politics, Criminology, International Studies, 
Education

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the 
following areas:
The career prospects from the subject are broad. 
In terms of career pathways examples (not limited 
to this list) include; Lawyer, Legal Administrator, 
Criminology, Armed forces, Police Force, 
Correctional officer, Community worker, Public 
servant, Parliamentarian, Teacher

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• History

• Business Management

• Psychology

• Economics

LEGAL STUDIES UNITS 3 & 4



Philosophy offers students to explore the ‘big questions’: what is the right thing to do? Should we be killing and eating 
animals? Does God exist? What is the nature of the mind? What is the nature of time and is time travel possible? Do we 
have free will? What does it mean to know something? What does it mean to live a good life? 
Philosophy teaches students skills in critical thinking, argument and sharpens their writing and speaking skills.
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EXISTENCE, KNOWLEDGE & REASONING
What is the nature of reality? Might this all be a 
dream? Could we be in a simulated reality? How can 
we acquire knowledge? 

This unit engages students with philosophical 
questions through active, guided investigation and 
critical discussion of two key areas of philosophy: 
epistemology and metaphysics. In particular, we 
study the problem of free will and determinism, the 
philosophy of time and time travel and the philosophy 
of knowledge.

ETHICS AND MORAL PHILOSOPHY
What is the right thing to do? Are lockdowns justified 
during a pandemic? Should vaccines be mandatory? 
Should we be eating animals? Should euthanasia be 
permitted? On what basis can we choose between 
different courses of action? The laws of our society 
reflect a position that murder and theft are wrong, but 
a philosopher is interested in the justifications for these 
convictions. Are there fundamental moral truths that 
should be universally binding, or are they preferences 
that develop in response to particular cultural 
contexts? We consider the Trolley Problem and other 
moral dilemmas to draw out students’ moral intuitions 
and then interrogate these. 

UNIT 1 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 2 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• Critical thinking 
• How to build an argument
• Evaluation of arguments
• Clear and precise writing

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
A range of school-based assessment tasks including: 
short answer questions, written reflections, one essay 
and one short oral presentation.

Advice and pathways
This subject will suit you if you enjoy:

• Reading

• Pondering the big questions

• Thinking

• Wonderment

• Class discussion and debate

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the 
following areas:
Arts, Law, History, Philosophy, English

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the 
following areas:
The career prospects from the subject are broad. 
In terms of career pathways examples (not limited 
to this list) include; philosopher, lawyer, journalist, 
public service, teacher.

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• English

• Literature

• History

• Legal Studies

• Physics

PHILOSOPHY UNITS 1 & 2



Philosophy offers students to explore the ‘big questions’: what is the right thing to do? Should we be killing and eating 
animals? Does God exist? What is the nature of the mind? What is the nature of time and is time travel possible? Do we 
have free will? What does it mean to know something? What does it mean to live a good life? 
Philosophy teaches students skills in critical thinking, argument and sharpens their writing and speaking skills.
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MINDS, BODIES & PERSONS
The central concern of the philosophy of mind is to 
explain the relationship between the body and the 
mind. The difficulty in advancing such an explanation 
stems from the fact that bodies and minds appear to 
be very different types of entities. Is the mind simply 
the brain? Or are there reasons for thinking it is 
something more, something non-physical, like a soul?

Is there a basis for the belief that an individual remains 
the same person over time? Modern philosophers 
have explored the question of the continuity of the self 
over time. They have attempted to identify the basis 
on which we say, for example, that an individual is the 
same person at 80 as they were at eight years old.

THE GOOD LIFE 
This unit considers the crucial question of what it is for 
a human to live well. What does an understanding of 
human nature tell us about what it is to live well? What 
is the role of happiness in a life well lived? Is morality 
central to a good life? How does our social context 
impact on our conception of a good life? Is a good life 
simply one of moneymaking?

In this unit, students explore philosophical texts that have 
had a significant impact on ideas about the good life. 

UNIT 3 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 4 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• Critical thinking 
• How to build an argument
• Evaluation of arguments
• Clear and precise writing

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
A range of school-based assessment tasks including: 
short answer questions, written reflections, one essay 
and one short oral presentation.

Advice and pathways
This subject will suit you if you enjoy:

• Reading

• Pondering the big questions

• Thinking

• Wonderment

• Class discussion and debate

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the 
following areas:
Arts, Law, History, Philosophy, English

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the 
following areas:
The career prospects from the subject are broad. 
In terms of career pathways examples (not limited 
to this list) include; philosopher, lawyer, journalist, 
public service, teacher.

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• English

• Literature

• History

• Legal Studies

• Physics

PHILOSOPHY UNITS 3 & 4
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Biology explores the diversity of life and how living organisms’ function and interact. It explores the processes of 
life, from the molecular world of the cell to that of the whole organism, and examines how life forms maintain and 
ensure their continuity. 
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This unit examines the cell as the structural and functional 
unit of life, from the single celled to the multicellular organism, 
including the requirements for sustaining cellular processes.

Students learn about cell growth, replacement and death 
and the role of stem cells in differentiation, specialisation and 
renewal of cells. They explore how systems function through 
cell specialisation in vascular plants and in the digestive, 
endocrine and excretory systems in animals, focusing on 
regulation of water balance in plants, and temperature, blood 
glucose and water balance in animals. 

In this unit students explore asexual and sexual reproduction, 
the transmission of biological information from generation to 
generation and the impact this has on species diversity. They 
explain the inheritance of characteristics, analyse patterns of 
inheritance, interpret pedigree charts and predict outcomes of 
genetic crosses. The role of how the environment and epigenetic 
factors can influence phenotypic expression is also addressed. 

Students also explore the biological importance of genetic 
diversity and the structural, physiological and behavioural 
adaptations that enable species to survive in an ecosystem 
along with the interdependencies that are found between 
species. The contributions of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander knowledge and perspectives in understanding 
the survival of organisms in Australian ecosystems is also 
considered. 

UNIT 1 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 2 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• knowledge and understanding of how living things function 

and interact and how genetic information is passed on from 
generation to generation.  

• develop a range of practical and field work skills and 
techniques.

• an understanding of bioethical issues, concepts and their 
applications. 

• the ability to generate, collate and analyse data and to draw 
valid conclusions. 

• develop an informed and critical perspective, as local and 
global citizens, on contemporary science-based issues. 

• enhance and develop a range or inquiry skills, research and 
analytical skills, problem solving skills including critical and 
creative thinking, and communication skills

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
A range of school-based assessment tasks including:
Practical reports, Field study, Case studies, written 
responses, data analysis and multimedia presentations.

Note: Students will participate in a Biology fieldwork camp which 
will investigate Marine Ecosystems and will be the basis for 
School Assessed Coursework in Unit 2.  

Camp activities will include a population study of the intertidal 
zone, a visit to Queenscliff Marine Discovery Centre, a mudflat 
survey on Swan Bay, a talk from a Marine Biologist and the 
unique opportunity to snorkel with seals and dolphins in Port 
Phillip Bay. 

The Biology Fieldwork camp involves an additional charge 
of approximately $250.00. 

Advice and pathways
This subject will suit you if you enjoy:
• learning about information that is relevant to everyday life
• learning about how the human body and other living 

organisms’ function 
• learning about how organisms reproduce and their 

relationships in an ecosystem 
• doing practical experiments and conducting research. 
• doing hands on activities and being involved in discussions. 
• having links between knowledge, theory and practice.
• learning about the role of technology in biology & science. 
• memorising specific definitions and understandings that 

are applied consistently throughout the course.

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the following areas:
Sciences eg. zoology, botany, microbiology, medicine, 
Allied Health Sciences, Nursing, Health care, 
biomedicine, physiotherapy, pharmacology, environment 
management and conservation, forensic Science, 
Education, Sports Science, veterinary Science, food 
science, Marine Biology. 

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the following areas:
The career prospects from the subject are broad. In 
terms of career pathways examples (not limited to this 
list) include; Biologist, Scientist, Medicine, Biomedical 
Science, Allied Health Field e.g., Physiotherapist, Sports 
Science, Nursing, Dietitian, Environmental Management 
and conservation, Education, Forensic Scientist, 
Horticulture, Genetic counsellor, Veterinarian 

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

BIOLOGY UNITS 1 & 2

• Physical Education

• Health

• Chemistry

• Psychology



Biology enables students to develop knowledge and an understanding of organisms, their relationship to their 
environment, and the consequences of biological change over time, including the impact of human endeavours 
on biological processes and the survival of species. 
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Students look at the structure and function of nucleic acids 
and how they can create a diverse group of functional 
proteins. They examine molecular tools and techniques used 
to manipulate DNA for purposes such as genetically modified 
food or recombinant insulin. 

Students compare the gene technology used to address 
human and agricultural issues and consider the ethical 
implications of their use. 

Students explore how the structure, regulation and rate of 
biochemical pathways, with reference to photosynthesis and 
cellular respiration involve many steps that are controlled 
by enzymes and assisted by coenzymes. The application of 
biotechnologies to biochemical pathways and how this could 
lead to improvements in agricultural practices is also considered.

Students focus on disease and the immune response of 
organisms to specific pathogens. They examine the nature of 
immunity, the role of vaccinations, and evaluate challenges and 
strategies in the prevention, spread and treatments for disease. 

Students consider evolutionary biology, including analysing 
evidence for genetic changes in populations and changes 
in species over time, the relatedness between species, and 
evaluate the evidence, including the human fossil record for 
human change over time.

Students undertake a student-designed scientific investigation 
relating to cellular processes and/or how life changes and 
responds to challenges.

UNIT 3 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 4 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• knowledge and understanding of how living things function 

and interact and how genetic information is passed on from 
generation to generation.  

• develop a range of practical and field work skills and techniques.
• an understanding of bioethical issues, concepts and their 

applications. 
• the ability to generate, collate and analyse data and to draw 

valid conclusions. 
• develop an informed and critical perspective, as local and 

global citizens, on contemporary science-based issues. 
• enhance and develop a range or inquiry skills, research and 

analytical skills, problem solving skills including critical and 
creative thinking, and communication skills

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
Practical reports, Case studies, written responses, data 
analysis and a Scientific Investigation 

Advice and pathways
This subject will suit you if you enjoy:
• learning about information that is relevant to everyday life
• learning about how the human body and other living 

organisms’ function 
• learning about how organisms reproduce and their 

relationships in an ecosystem 
• doing practical experiments and conducting research. 
• doing hands on activities and being involved in discussions. 
• having links between knowledge, theory and practice.
• learning about the role of technology in biology & science. 
• memorising specific definitions and understandings that 

are applied consistently throughout the course.

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the following areas:
Sciences eg. zoology, botany, microbiology, medicine, 
Allied Health Sciences, Nursing, Health care, 
biomedicine, physiotherapy, pharmacology, environment 
management and conservation, forensic Science, 
Education, Sports Science, veterinary Science, food 
science, Marine Biology. 

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the following areas:
The career prospects from the subject are broad. In 
terms of career pathways examples (not limited to this 
list) include; Biologist, Scientist, Medicine, Biomedical 
Science, Allied Health Field e.g., Physiotherapist, Sports 
Science, Nursing, Dietitian, Environmental Management 
and conservation, Education, Forensic Scientist, 
Horticulture, Genetic counsellor, Veterinarian 

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• Physical Education
• Health
• Chemistry
• Psychology

BIOLOGY UNITS 3 & 4



The study of VCE Chemistry involves investigating and analysing the composition and behaviour of matter, and 
the chemical processes involved in producing useful materials for society in ways that minimise adverse effects 
on human health and the environment. Chemistry underpins the generation of energy for use in homes and 
industry, the maintenance of clean air and water, the production of food, medicines and new materials, and the 
treatment of wastes.
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In this unit students investigate the chemical structures 
and properties of a range of materials, including covalent 
compounds, metals, ionic compounds and polymers. 
They are introduced to ways that chemical quantities are 
measured. They consider how manufacturing innovations 
lead to more sustainable products being produced for society. 

In Area of Study 1 students focus on elements as the 
building blocks of useful materials. They investigate carbon 
compounds, metals and ionic compounds. They use metal 
recycling to explore the transition from a linear economy to a 
circular economy.

In Area of Study 2 students focus on the measurement of 
quantities in chemistry and the structures and properties of 
organic compounds, including polymers.

In Area of Study 3 students undertake an investigation 
involving a recent discovery, innovation, advance, case study, 
issue or challenge linked to AOS 1 and/or 2.

In this unit students analyse and compare different substances 
dissolved in water and the gases that may be produced in 
chemical reactions. They explore applications of acid-base and 
redox reactions in society.

In Area of Study 1 students study the unique properties of water 
and investigate acid-base and redox reactions.

In Area of Study 2 students focus on the analysis and 
quantification of chemical reactions involving acids, bases, salts 
and gases.

Area of Study 3 is a practical investigation where students 
collect primary data using chemical analytical techniques.

UNIT 1 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 2 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• chemical laboratory and investigation skills
• teamwork
• information technology skills, especially through using 

spreadsheet and chemical drawing software
• spatial molecular modelling techniques
• critical and creative thinking

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
A range of school-based assessment tasks including:
• experimental results, notes and reports maintained in 

a practical logbook
• written and graphical responses to questions
• a covalent modelling investigation
• a practical investigation report

Advice and pathways
This subject will suit you if you enjoy:
• investigating the chemical basis of the natural world
• conducting experimental investigations that involve 

chemical changes – colour, sound, heat and odour!
• using mathematical techniques to solve quantitative 

problems
• analysing, evaluating and presenting data

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the following areas:
Health sciences, Pharmacology, Environmental sciences, 
Food science, Forestry and agriculture, Engineering, 
Meteorology, Geology and mining, Education

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the following areas:
Career prospects from this subject are broad. These 
include: Healthcare and medicine; Pharmacist; Engineer; 
Environmental scientist; Food technologist; Meteorologist; 
Geologist; Teaching.

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• Sciences, especially Biology and Physics
• Mathematics
• Geography
• Food Technology
• Health and Human Development
• Physical Education
 

CHEMISTRY UNITS 1 & 2



The study of VCE Chemistry involves investigating and analysing the composition and behaviour of matter, and 
the chemical processes involved in producing useful materials for society in ways that minimise adverse effects 
on human health and the environment. Chemistry underpins the generation of energy for use in homes and 
industry, the maintenance of clean air and water, the production of food, medicines and new materials, and the 
treatment of wastes.
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The global demand for energy and materials is increasing 
with world population growth. In this unit students explore 
energy options and the chemical production of materials with 
reference to efficiencies, renewability and the minimisation of 
their impact on the environment.

In Area of Study 1 students focus on analysing and 
comparing a range of energy resources and technologies, 
including fossil fuels, biofuels, galvanic cells and fuel cells, 
with reference to the energy transformations and chemical 
reactions involved, energy efficiencies, environmental 
impacts and potential applications.

In Area of Study 2 students explore the factors that 
increase the efficiency and percentage yield of a chemical 
manufacturing process while reducing the energy demand 
and associated costs.

Students study the ways in which organic structures are 
represented, named, synthesised and analysed. 

In Area of Study 1 students investigate a range of carbon 
compound series and isomers. They study ways in which these 
compounds can be synthesised. Students learn to deduce the 
structure and identity of organic compounds by interpreting data 
from spectroscopic instruments. 

In Area of Study 2 students study the major components of 
food with reference to their structures, properties and functions. 
They examine the reactions in food breakdown and biomolecule 
synthesis.

In Area of Study 3 students undertake a practical investigation 
related to energy and/or food, drawing on topics from Units 3 
and/or 4. They present their findings as a digital poster.

UNIT 3 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 4 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• application of the “language of chemistry” developed in units 

1 and 2 to investigating more complex chemical concepts
• chemical laboratory and investigation skills
• teamwork
• information technology skills, especially through using 

spreadsheet and chemical drawing software
• spatial molecular modelling techniques
• Critical and creative thinking

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
A range of school-based assessment tasks including:
• experimental investigation reports
• written and graphical responses to questions
• a scientific poster (unit 4 aos 3)
• chemistry is also externally assessed by the units 3-4 

examination.

Advice and pathways
This subject will suit you if you enjoy:
• investigating the chemical basis of the natural world
• conducting experimental investigations that involve 

chemical changes – colour, sound, heat and odour!
• using mathematical techniques to solve quantitative 

problems
• analysing, evaluating and presenting data

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the following areas:
Health sciences, Pharmacology, Environmental sciences, 
Food science, Forestry and agriculture, Engineering, 
Meteorology, Geology and mining, Education

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the following areas:
Career prospects from this subject are broad. These 
include: Healthcare and medicine; Pharmacist; Engineer; 
Environmental scientist; Food technologist; Meteorologist; 
Geologist; Teaching.

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• Sciences, especially Biology and Physics
• Mathematics
• Geography
• Food Technology
• Health and Human Development
• Physical Education
 

CHEMISTRY UNITS 3 & 4



The study of VCE Physics involves investigating, understanding and explaining the behaviour of physical 
phenomena in the Universe. Models, including mathematical models, are used to explore, simplify and predict 
how physical systems behave at varying scales from the very small (quantum and particle physics) through to the 
very large (astronomy and cosmology).
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In this unit students examine some of the fundamental 
ideas and models used by physicists in an attempt 
to understand and explain energy. Models used to 
understand light, thermal energy, radioactivity, nuclear 
processes and electricity are explored. 

Students apply these physics ideas to contemporary 
societal issues: communication, climate change and 
global warming, medical treatment, electrical home 
safety and Australian energy needs.

In this unit students explore the power of experiments in 
developing models and theories. They investigate a variety 
of phenomena by making their own observations and 
generating questions. 

Students investigate the ways in which forces are involved 
both in moving objects and in keeping objects stationary 
and apply these concepts to a chosen case study of 
motion. 

Students study the physics of flight through hands on 
experience. A student-adapted or student-designed 
scientific investigation is undertaken in Area of Study 3. 
The investigation involves the generation of primary data 
and draws on the key science skills and key knowledge 
from Area of Study 1 and/or Area of Study 2.

UNIT 1 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 2 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• a greater insight in how the universe really works; 
• the ability to analyse information, identify patterns and 

by applying logic explain what is happening. 
• the skills to solve complicated problems. 
• evaluate data 
• how to present data

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
A range of school-based assessment tasks including:
• data analysis tasks
• investigation reports 
• structured questions

Advice and pathways
This subject will suit you if you enjoy:
• being amazed by the world around us
• gaining a deeper understanding of how things work
• solving logic type problems
• memorising specific definitions and understandings 

that are applied consistently throughout the course

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the following 
areas:
Physics, Engineering, Bio-medicine, 
Astronomer, Architect, Aerospace engineering, 
Telecommunications, Meteorologist, Electronic 
engineering.

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the following 
areas:
The career prospects from the subject are very 
broad. In terms of career pathways examples (not 
limited to this list) include; Scientist, all forms of 
engineering, meteorology, data analyst.

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• Mathematical Methods
• Chemistry
• Systems Engineering
• Geography
• Specialist Mathematics
 

PHYSICS UNITS 1 & 2



In Unit 3 & 4 Physics students build on the skills and techniques acquired in Units 1 & 2. Physics explores natural 
phenomena and using analytical skills explains what is happening and how can we harness this knowledge for the 
benefit of humanity. 
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In this unit students explore how objects and electricity 
can be moved by contact and non-contact forces.

AOS 1: Explores how electric, magnetic and 
gravitational fields can move objects with being in 
contact.

AOS 2: Studies how fields can be manipulated to 
produce and transmit electricity.

AOS 3: Investigate motion of objects, momentum and 
energy changes on the macro scale.
involving a recent discovery, innovation, advance, case 
study, issue or challenge linked to AOS 1 and/or 2.

Unit 4 investigates light and how it can have a duel nature 
being both a wave and a particle.

AOS 1: Students investigate mechanical waves and 
experiments that demonstrate light is behaving as a wave.

AOS 2: Quantum Mechanics. We explore the evidence 
that shows how light can also behave like a particle. Also, 
the consequences of this dual nature for matter.

AOS 3: Practical Investigation where students design and 
conduct a Physics experiment of their choice.

UNIT 3 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 4 DESCRIPTION

PHYSICS UNITS 3 & 4

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• a greater insight in how the universe really works; 
• the ability to analyse information, identify patterns and 

by applying logic explain what is happening. 
• the skills to solve complicated problems. 
• evaluate data 
• how to present data

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
A range of school-based assessment tasks including:
• data analysis tasks
• investigation reports 
• structured questions

Advice and pathways
This subject will suit you if you enjoy:
• being amazed by the world around us
• gaining a deeper understanding of how things work
• solving logic type problems
• memorising specific definitions and understandings 

that are applied consistently throughout the course

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the following 
areas:
Physics, Engineering, Bio-medicine, 
Astronomer, Architect, Aerospace engineering, 
Telecommunications, Meteorologist, Electronic 
engineering.

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the following 
areas:
Physicists are problem solvers and their ability to 
think analytically is a great asset. Their analytical 
skills make physicists versatile and adaptable so 
they work in many interesting places.

You will find Physicists in industrial and government 
labs, on college campuses, in the astronaut 
corporation and consulting on TV shows. In addition, 
many physics graduates work at newspapers and 
magazine, in government and even on the stock 
exchange.

For a list of the many career options visit:
https://myfuture.edu.au/docs/default-source/
career-bullseyes/myfuture_bullseye_physics_
a2.pdf?sfvrsn=2

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• Mathematical Methods
• Chemistry
• Systems Engineering
• Specialist Mathematics

https://myfuture.edu.au/docs/default-source/career-bullseyes/myfuture_bullseye_physics_a2.pdf?sfvrsn=2
https://myfuture.edu.au/docs/default-source/career-bullseyes/myfuture_bullseye_physics_a2.pdf?sfvrsn=2
https://myfuture.edu.au/docs/default-source/career-bullseyes/myfuture_bullseye_physics_a2.pdf?sfvrsn=2


Psychology is a multifaceted scientific discipline that seeks to describe, explain, understand and predict 
human behaviour and mental processes. It explores individuals and groups to better understand how people, 
communities and societies think, act and feel.  It applies biological, psychological and social perspectives to the 
systematic study of behavioural phenomena. 
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This unit looks at how psychological development of people 
involves interactions between biological, psychological and 
social factors. Students will consider how hereditary and 
environmental factors interact to influence psychological 
development, including the emerging field of epigenetics. 

Students will explore concepts of normality and 
neurotypicality and consider the classification of typical and 
atypical psychological development. 

Students then go onto study brain structure and function, 
including advances in our understanding of the brain over 
time. As part of our investigation into the brain, students will 
study neuroplasticity as the result of experience and brain 
trauma, such with traumatic brain injury, epilepsy and chronic 
traumatic encephalopathy.

This unit evaluates the role of social cognition in a person’s 
attitudes, perception of themselves and relationships with 
others. Within this, students explore the interplay of biological, 
psychological and social factors that shape the behaviour 
of individuals and groups. This considers how factors such 
as person perception, attributions, attitudes and stereotypes 
are used to explain the dynamic of particular individuals and 
group behaviours. 

Students will explore the role of attention in making sense 
of the world around them and the two aspects of human 
perception, vision and taste. This unit also involves the 
conducting of a scientific investigation into the internal 
and external influences on perception and/or behaviour in 
response to a research question.

UNIT 1 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 2 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• various psychology definitions 
• an understanding and ability to predict human 

behaviour and mental processes 
• an understanding on how people, communities and 

societies think, act and feel 
• biological, psychological and social perspectives to 

the systematic study of behavioural phenomena
• An understanding of contemporary research, models 

and theories 
• An understanding of how scientific processes have 

changed, and continue to change in response to new 
evidence, discoveries and thinking.

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
A range of school-based assessment tasks including:
Case studies, written responses, data analysis and multimedia 
presentations.

Advice and pathways
This subject will suit you if you enjoy:
• interest in human thinking, feeling and behaviour
• engaging in scientific investigation methodologies 
• exploring links between knowledge, theory and practice
• developing your key science skills
• working collaboratively and independently 
• contributing to hands on discussions 
• analysis of data and linking of key material
• learning definitions and understandings that are applied 

consistently throughout the course.

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the following areas:
Psychological science, health science, business 
marketing, education, counselling, social work and 
neuroscience. 

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the following areas:
The career prospects from the subject are broad. In terms 
of career pathways examples are not limited to this list but 
can include; psychology, community/youth work, police 
force, neuroscience, criminology, counselling, business/
marketing, advertising, allied health fields. 

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• Biology
• Sociology 
• Health and Human Development
• Philosophy
 

PSYCHOLOGY UNITS 1 & 2



Psychology is a multifaceted scientific discipline that seeks to describe, explain, understand and predict 
human behaviour and mental processes. It explores individuals and groups to better understand how people, 
communities and societies think, act and feel.  It applies biological, psychological and social perspectives to the 
systematic study of behavioural phenomena. 
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LEARNING AREA | SCIENCE

In this unit, students explore the role of different branches 
of the nervous system in enabling a person to integrate, 
coordinate and respond to internal and external sensory 
stimuli. Students will evaluate the ways in which stress 
can affect mental wellbeing, by considering stress as a 
psychobiological process. 

Furthermore, students examine the role of both learned 
and unlearned behaviours and appraise models to explain 
learning and apply their knowledge of learning to a range of 
everyday experiences, personal growth and contemporary 
social issues. 

This unit also investigates memory as the process by which 
knowledge is encoded, stored and later retrieved.

Within this unit, students explore the demand for sleep and 
the influences of sleep on mental wellbeing. they consider 
the biological mechanisms that regulate sleep and the 
relationship between REM and NREM sleep across the 
lifespan. 

The concept of mental wellbeing is also studied as a 
continuum that is influenced by internal and external factors. 

Lastly, students build their knowledge using their science 
skills knowledge from unit 2 psychology by undertaking a 
student-designed scientific investigation reported through a 
scientific poster. 

UNIT 3 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 4 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• various psychology definitions 
• an understanding and ability to predict human 

behaviour and mental processes 
• an understanding on how people, communities and 

societies think, act and feel 
• biological, psychological and social perspectives to 

the systematic study of behavioural phenomena
• An understanding of contemporary research, models 

and theories 
• An understanding of how scientific processes have 

changed, and continue to change in response to new 
evidence, discoveries and thinking.

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
A range of school-based assessment tasks including:
Case studies, written responses, data analysis and multimedia 
presentations.

Advice and pathways
This subject will suit you if you enjoy:
• interest in human thinking, feeling and behaviour
• engaging in scientific investigation methodologies 
• exploring links between knowledge, theory and practice
• developing your key science skills
• working collaboratively and independently 
• contributing to hands on discussions 
• analysis of data and linking of key material
• learning definitions and understandings that are applied 

consistently throughout the course.
• case studies, written responses, data analysis and 

multimedia presentations.

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the following areas:
Psychological science, health science, business 
marketing, education, counselling, social work and 
neuroscience. 

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the following areas:
The career prospects from the subject are broad. In terms 
of career pathways examples are not limited to this list but 
can include; psychology, community/youth work, police 
force, neuroscience, criminology, counselling, business/
marketing, advertising, allied health fields. 

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• Biology
• Sociology 
• Health and Human Development
• Philosophy

PSYCHOLOGY UNITS 3 & 4
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HEALTH & HUMAN 
DEVELOPMENT



Health and Human Development looks at an individual’s health and wellbeing as a whole, that is subjective to 
change and interpretation. They analyse how our ideas of health and wellbeing have changed over time, and 
investigate the development of the human body across the lifespan.
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LEARNING AREA | HEALTH AND HUMAN MOVEMENT

This Unit looks at health and wellbeing as a concept 
that has changed over time. Wellbeing is a complex 
combination of all dimensions of health, where an 
individual feels happy, healthy, capable and engaged. 

With a focus on youth, students consider their own 
health as individuals and as a cohort. They build 
health literacy through interpreting and using data, 
investigating the role of food, and through extended 
inquiry into one youth health focus area.

This Unit investigates transitions in health and wellbeing, 
and development, from lifespan and societal perspectives. 

Students look at changes and expectations that are 
part of the progression from youth to adulthood. This 
unit promotes the application of health literacy skills 
through an examination of adulthood as a time of 
increasing independence and responsibility, involving 
the establishment of long-term relationships, possible 
considerations of parenthood and management of health-
related milestones and changes.

UNIT 1 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 2 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 

• various definitions of health and wellbeing

• variations in perspectives of and priorities relating 
to health and wellbeing, according to age, culture, 
religion, gender 

• explain the functions of major nutrients for general 
health and wellbeing

• use research and data 

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
A range of school-based assessment tasks including:
Case studies, written responses, data analysis and 
multimedia presentations.

Advice and pathways
This subject will suit you if you enjoy:
• delving into many contemporary and current issues 

and news
• lots of hands on discussion;
• analysis of data and linking of key material; and
• memorising specific definitions and understandings 

that are applied consistently throughout the course.

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the following 
areas:
Health Science, Health Promotion, Nursing, 
International Studies and Aid, Nutrition, Community 
Health Research and Policy Development, 
Humanitarian Aid Work, Allied Health Practices, 
Education and other types of health professions.

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the following 
areas:
The career prospects from the subject are broad. 
In terms of career pathways examples (not limited 
to this list) include; Nutritionist, Health Promotion 
Project Officer, Aid Worker, Nurse, Community 
Health Officer, Youth Worker.

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• Physical Education
• Food Studies
• Psychology
• Biology
 

HEALTH AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT UNITS 1 & 2



Health and Human Development Units 3 and 4 focus on the health status of Australians and how this can vary 
across population groups such as between males and females, indigenous and non-indigenous, rural and urban. 
It also looks at the health of populations on a global scale and how the UN and WHO assist in promoting health 
across the world.
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LEARNING AREA | HEALTH AND HUMAN MOVEMENT

This Unit looks at health, wellbeing and illness as 
multidimensional. 

Students look at the fundamental conditions required 
for health improvement, as stated by the World Health 
Organisation (WHO). 

Area of Study 2 focuses on health promotion and 
improvements in population health over time.

This Unit examines health and wellbeing, and human 
development in a global context. 

Students use data to investigate health status and 
burden of disease in different countries, exploring 
factors that contribute to health inequalities. 

Area of Study 2 looks at global action to improve health 
and wellbeing and human development, focusing on the 
United Nations’ (UN’s) Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) and the work of the World Health Organisation 
(WHO).

UNIT 3 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 4 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 

• various definitions of health and wellbeing; 

• analyse the role of medicare, private health insurance, 
the pharmaceutical benefits scheme and the national 
disability insurance scheme in promoting Australia’s 
health 

• describe characteristics of high-, middle- and low-
income countries 

• evaluate data 

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
A range of school-based assessment tasks including:
Case studies, written responses, data analysis and 
structured questions.

Advice and pathways
This subject will suit you if you enjoy:
• delving into many contemporary and current issues 

and news
• lots of hands on discussion;
• analysis of data and linking of key material; and
• memorising specific definitions and understandings 

that are applied consistently throughout the course.

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the following 
areas:
Health Science, Health Promotion, Nursing, 
International Studies and Aid, Nutrition, Community 
Health Research and Policy Development, 
Humanitarian Aid Work, Allied Health Practices, 
Education and other types of health professions.

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the following 
areas:
The career prospects from the subject are broad. 
In terms of career pathways examples (not limited 
to this list) include; Nutritionist, Health Promotion 
Project Officer, Aid Worker, Nurse, Community 
Health Officer, Youth Worker.

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• Physical Education
• Food Studies
• Psychology
• Biology
 

HEALTH AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT UNITS 3 & 4
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LEARNING AREA | HEALTH AND HUMAN MOVEMENT

This unit examines some of the ways in which humans 
understand and relate to nature through experiences of 
outdoor environments. The focus is on individuals and 
their motivations and personal responses to outdoor 
environments. 

Through practical outdoor experiences, students 
develop practical skills and knowledge to help them 
live sustainably in outdoor environments. Students 
understand the links between practical experiences and 
theoretical investigations, gaining insight into a variety 
of relationships with nature.  

This unit focuses on the characteristics of outdoor 
environments and different ways of understanding them, 
as well as the implications of human impacts on outdoor 
environments. 

Students examine a variety of specific outdoor 
environments, particularly where there has been human 
intervention, and develop a number of practical skills 
aimed at minimising human impact. 

Through practical experiences and experiential knowledge 
students learn to make comparisons and connections 
between the physical outdoor environment and the 
theoretical knowledge about natural environments they are 
studying. 

UNIT 1 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 2 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 

• commentate on how people use the outdoors and 
their motivations for doing so

• develop skills and knowledge to minimise human 
impact on the outdoor environment

• experiential knowledge of the outdoor environment

• practical skills required to live sustainably in the 
outdoors

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
• journal entries
• structured questions
• case studies
• written reports

Advice and pathways
This subject will suit you if you enjoy:
• the outdoors
• discussing sustainability and the environment
• conservation and ecology

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the following 
areas:

• Ecology
• Health Science
• Education
• Agricultural Science
• Arts
• Tourism

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the following 
areas:
Resource management, policy development, 
Outdoor leading and guiding, research and policy, 
education and agriculture.

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• Health and Human Development
• Geography
• Science

This Unit will include the equivalent of three full day 
excursions. A subject levy of $400 is payable 
for these and other activities that are required 
for this course. Students and families are also 
encouraged to consider if it is best to do this as 
an accelerated subject to avoid missing Unit 3 
and 4 classes.
 

OUTDOOR & ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES UNITS 1 & 2
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LEARNING AREA | HEALTH AND HUMAN MOVEMENT

This unit focuses on the ecological, historical and social 
contexts of relationships between humans and outdoor 
environments in Australia, and the dynamic nature of 
these relationships. 

Students explore a number of factors that influence 
relationships with outdoor environments and consider 
case studies that highlight impacts on outdoor 
environments. 

Students are involved in practical outdoor experiences, 
including areas where there is evidence of human 
interaction. 

Practical experiences are designed develop 
theoretical knowledge and skills about specific natural 
environments, collect data and to assist comparison of 
outdoor environments.

This unit explores the sustainable use and management of 
outdoor environments. 

Students examine the contemporary state of environments 
in Australia, consider the importance of healthy outdoor 
environments, and examine the issues relating to the 
capacity of outdoor environments to support the future 
needs of the Australian population. 

Students examine the importance of developing a balance 
between human needs and the conservation of outdoor 
environments and consider the various frameworks and 
skills needed to be environmentally responsible citizens. 

Students will engage in multiple part or full-day 
experiences in outdoor environments.

UNIT 3 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 4 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 

• commentate on the relationship between humans and 
the outdoor environment

• knowledge of the issues associated with the use of 
outdoor environments

• analysing data

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
• case study
• written report
• structured questions
• data analysis

Advice and pathways
This subject will suit you if you enjoy:
• the outdoors
• discussing sustainability and the environment
• humanities subjects

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the following 
areas:

• Ecology
• Health Science
• Education
• Agricultural Science
• Arts
• Tourism

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the following 
areas:
Resource management, policy development, 
Outdoor leading and guiding, research and policy, 
education and agriculture.

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• History
• Philosophy
• Health and Human Development
• Physics
• Biology 
• Health and Human Development

This Unit will include the equivalent of three full day 
excursions. A subject levy of $400 is payable 
for these and other activities that are required 
for this course. Students and families are also 
encouraged to consider if it is best to do this as 
an accelerated subject to avoid missing Unit 3 
and 4 classes.
 

OUTDOOR & ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES UNITS 3 & 4
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LEARNING AREA | HEALTH AND HUMAN MOVEMENT

In this unit students explore how the musculoskeletal and 
cardiorespiratory systems work together to produce movement. 

Through practical activities students explore the relationships between 
the body systems and physical activity, sport and exercise, and how the 
systems adapt and adjust to the demands of the activity. 

Students investigate the role and function of the main structures in each 
system and how they respond to physical activity, sport and exercise. 
They explore how the capacity and functioning of each system acts as an 
enabler or barrier to movement and participation in physical activity. 

Using a contemporary approach, students evaluate the social, cultural 
and environmental influences on movement. They consider the 
implications of the use of legal and illegal practices to improve the 
performance of the musculoskeletal and cardiorespiratory systems, 
evaluating perceived benefits and describing potential harms. They also 
recommend and implement strategies to minimise the risk of illness or 
injury to each system. 

This unit develops students’ understanding of physical activity, sport 
and society from a participatory perspective. Students are introduced to 
types of physical activity and the role participation in physical activity and 
sedentary behaviour plays in their own health and wellbeing as well as in 
other people’s lives in different population groups. 

Through a series of practical activities, students experience and 
explore different types of physical activity promoted in their own and 
different population groups. They gain an appreciation of the level of 
physical activity required for health benefits. Students investigate how 
participation in physical activity varies across the lifespan. 

They explore a range of factors that influence and facilitate participation 
in regular physical activity. They collect data to determine perceived 
enablers of and barriers to physical activity and the ways in which 
opportunities for participation in physical activity can be extended in 
various communities, social, cultural and environmental contexts. 

Students investigate individual and population based consequences 
of physical inactivity and sedentary behaviour. They then create and 
participate in an activity plan that meets the physical activity and 
sedentary behaviour guidelines relevant to the particular population 
group being studied. 
 
Students apply various methods to assess physical activity and 
sedentary behaviour levels at the individual and population level, and 
analyse the data in relation to physical activity and sedentary behaviour 
guidelines. 

Students study and apply the social ecological model and/or the Youth 
Physical Activity Promotion Model to critique a range of individual and 
settings based strategies that are effective in promoting participation in 
some form of regular physical activity. 

UNIT 1 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 2 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• knowledge of musculoskeletal and 

cardiorespiratory anatomy
• data collection and analysis
• investigation skills
• understanding of the health benefits of 

physical activity and sedentary behaviour

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
• structured questions
• presentation
• written reports

Advice and pathways
This subject will suit you if you enjoy:
• Science
• learning about performance enhancement in 

sport
• Health promotion
• Sport

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the 
following areas:

• Teaching
• Fitness industry
• Sport coaching and conditioning
• Health promotion
• Work place health programs
• Biomedicine

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the 
following areas:

• Teaching
• Fitness industry
• Sport coaching and conditioning
• Health promotion
• Work place health programs
• Biomedicine

VCE subjects that complement this subject 
include:

• Biology 
• Health and Human Development
• Physics
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION UNITS 1 & 2
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LEARNING AREA | HEALTH AND HUMAN MOVEMENT

This unit introduces students to the biomechanical 
and skill acquisition principles used to analyse 
human movement skills and energy production from 
a physiological perspective. Students use a variety of 
tools and techniques to analyse movement skills and 
apply biomechanical and skill acquisition principles 
to improve and refine movement in physical activity, 
sport and exercise. 
 
Students investigate the relative contribution and 
interplay of the three energy systems to performance 
in physical activity, sport and exercise. They explore 
the causes of fatigue and consider different strategies 
used to postpone fatigue and promote recovery.

In this unit students analyse movement skills from 
a physiological, psychological and sociocultural 
perspective, and apply relevant training principles 
and methods to improve performance within physical 
activity at an individual, club and elite level. 
 
Students analyse skill frequencies, movement 
patterns, heart rates and work to rest ratios to 
determine the requirements of an activity. Students 
consider the physiological, psychological and 
sociological requirements of training to design and 
evaluate an effective training program.

UNIT 3 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 4 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• Movement analysis
• Sport science knowledge and application
• Development and analysis of fitness training 

programs

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
• Laboratory tasks
• Structured questions
• Written reports

Advice and pathways
This subject will suit you if you enjoy:
• Science
• Sports skills and coaching
• Collecting data and writing scientific reports
• Sport Science

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the following 
areas:

• Teaching
• Fitness industry
• Sport coaching and conditioning
• Health promotion
• Work place health programs
• Biomedicine

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the following 
areas:

• Teaching
• Fitness industry
• Sport coaching and conditioning
• Health promotion
• Work place health programs
• Biomedicine

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• Biology 
• Health and Human Development
• Physics
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION UNITS 3 & 4
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LANGUAGES
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LEARNING AREA | LANGUAGES

This Unit looks at the daily life, school, leisure activities, 
family and relationships, wellbeing and cultural identity 
of the German people. 

We draw comparisons to our own world identity and 
personal values, but also learn more about the world 
around us. 

In addition to this, we also look at education, future 
aspirations and careers. We will explore examples 
of volunteer and charity work within the German 
communities as well as globally.

This Unit examines cultural heritage, such as German 
traditions and folk festivals. 

We will explore the variety of regions in Germany and 
various German-speaking countries, including tourist 
destinations and landmarks. 

We will discuss contemporary Germany as an open 
and diverse society. We also look at arts, media 
and entertainment and the influence of science and 
technology. 

UNIT 1 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 2 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• ability to verbal communicate on a variety of topics about 

self and the world around us

• cultural insight

• presentational communication skills

• interpretive skills

• confidence building

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
A range of school-based assessment tasks including: 
Spoken dialogue, written responses, listening and text 
analysis.

Advice and pathways

Georgia studied VCE German alongside Food 
Technology and VET Kitchen Operations. She completed 
a dual qualification of Commercial Cookery and 
Patisserie. She has worked for Atlantic Group at events 
such as the Grand Prix and Melbourne Cup.

This subject will suit you if you enjoy:
• Connecting with people
• Being more globally aware
• Making links between English and other language 

patterns
• Gaining a greater perspective of your life through 

comparing with other communities and lifestyles
• Acquiring a new and highly sought-after skill
• Travelling to German-speaking countries such as 

Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Liechtenstein, Luxemburg
• Making links between English and German
• Putting small, but consistent efforts into learning new 

vocabulary

This subject complements ALL tertiary courses and improves 
your overall job prospects. Specific tertiary courses that 
include language studies include:

Hospitality, Global Studies, Journalism, Linguistics, Education, 
International Studies, Political Studies, Social Sciences, Arts, 
European Studies.

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the following areas:
The career prospects from the subject are broad. In 
terms of career pathways examples (not limited to this 
list) includes; Engineer, Teacher, Lawyer, Translator, 
Customs Officer, International Manager, Health and 
Human Services Officer, Public Officer, Journalist, Media 
and Marketing Professional, any job that may require 
communicating in another language or has business with 
German speakers or global companies.

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• Literature;
• Philosophy;
• History;
• Geography;
• English; (drawing linguistical comparisons)
• Mathematics (following patterns and formulas)

GERMAN UNITS 1 & 2

VCE Languages focus on communicating and understanding languages and cultures. Students develop skills in 
reading, writing, speaking, listening and viewing in their chosen language through a range of authentic resources 
and inter-personal experiences. There are 3 prescribed themes which are: The Individual, The German-speaking 
Communities and The World Around Us. 
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LEARNING AREA | LANGUAGES

In this unit we examine the world around us in regards 
to our environment and then focus on the relationship 
between Germany and Australia. 

Throughout this unit, all of the grammatical aspects and 
topics taught in previous years will be drawn together. 

Students will also be exposed to a greater number of 
authentic speakers, experiences and resources.

This Unit examines looks at the world around us through 
looking at Germany as a global and contemporary society 
and respectable, stable democracy. 

In doing this, we also examine the past and present 
German society, historical lessons learnt and 
advancements. 

Throughout this unit, comparisons will be made and 
opinions encouraged to gain a unique perspective on the 
values of the German people when compared to our own. 

UNIT 3 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 4 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• ability to verbal communicate on a variety of topics about 

self and the world around us

• cultural insight

• presentational communication skills

• interpretive skills

• confidence building

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
A range of school-based assessment tasks including:
Spoken dialogue, written responses, listening and text analysis. 

In Unit 4, students will also complete an Oral Examination 
comprising of seven minutes of general conversation, and 
seven minutes discussing a topic of their own choice. There 
is also a written examination which comprises of a listening, 
reading comprehension and writing section.

Advice and pathways

Eric chose to study German as a breadth subject for 
its real-world application. He completed a Master of 
Engineering at the University of Melbourne and is 
employed by the Middleton Group, a Melbourne based 
engineering consultancy specialising in power and 
energy.

This subject will suit you if you enjoy:
• Connecting with people;
• Being more globally aware;
• Making links between English and other language 

patterns;
• Gaining a greater perspective of your life through 

comparing with other communities and lifestyles;
• Acquiring a new and highly sought-after skill;
• Travelling to German-speaking countries which includes 

Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Liechtenstein, Luxemburg
• Seeing the rewards of your prior learning

This subject complements ALL tertiary courses and improves 
your overall job prospects. Specific tertiary courses that 
include language studies include:

Hospitality, Global Studies, Journalism, Linguistics, Education, 
International Studies, Political Studies, Social Sciences, Arts, 
European Studies.

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the following areas:
The career prospects from the subject are broad. In 
terms of career pathways examples (not limited to this 
list) includes; Engineer, Teacher, Lawyer, Translator, 
Customs Officer, International Manager, Health and 
Human Services Officer, Public Officer, Journalist, Media 
and Marketing Professional, any job that may require 
communicating in another language or has business with 
German speakers or global companies.

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• Literature;
• Philosophy;
• History;
• Geography;
• English; (drawing linguistical comparisons)
• Mathematics (following patterns and formulas)

GERMAN UNITS 3 & 4

VCE Languages focus on communicating and understanding languages and cultures. Students develop skills in 
reading, writing, speaking, listening and viewing in their chosen language through a range of authentic resources 
and inter-personal experiences. 
There are 3 prescribed themes: The Individual, The German-speaking Communities and The World Around Us. 
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LEARNING AREA | LANGUAGES

This Unit looks at a range of lifestyles of the Indonesian 
people from those living in the city to those living in rural 
areas. 

We draw comparisons to our own world, but also learn 
more about the world around us. 

In addition to this, we also look at environmental factors 
that impact Indonesia, including the impact that humans 
have on the environment and eco-system of Indonesia.

This Unit investigates changes that have occurred 
over time, with the focus on the role of women and the 
modernisation of Indonesia. 

We explore traditional ways of life and how modern times 
have impacted traditional values. 

Another aspect that we investigate are Indonesia’s unique 
religions, customs and traditions. 

UNIT 1 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 2 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• Ability to verbal communicate on a variety of topics about 

self and the world around us

• Cultural Insight

• Presentational Communication Skills

• Interpretive Skills

• Confidence Building

• Flexible thinking

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
A range of school-based assessment tasks including:
Spoken dialogue, text analysis (written, audio, audio 
visual) and written expression.

Advice and pathways
“While my engagement with Indonesia began with a simple 
school exchange program, it ended up becoming the 
highlight of my CV in every job application. By the time I 
entered the workforce, in the eyes of potential employers, 
an understanding of Indonesia and fluency in its language 
had gone from a curiosity to a very valuable asset” 

- Joel Backwell (former defence lawyer for the Bali 9 and 
Australia’s Trade Commissioner)

This subject will suit you if you enjoy:
• Being more globally aware
• Making links between English and other language 

patterns
• Gaining a greater perspective of your life through 

comparing with other communities and lifestyles
• Acquiring a new and highly sought-after skill
• Travelling to Indonesian speaking countries such as 

Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore and Brunei
• Making links between English and Indonesian
• Working collaboratively

This subject complements ALL tertiary courses and improves 
your overall job prospects. Specific tertiary courses that 
include language studies include:

Global Studies, Journalism, Engineering, Health, Business, 
Linguistics, Education, International Studies, Tourism, Political 
Studies, Social Sciences, Arts, Asian Studies.

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the following areas:
The career prospects from the subject are broad. In terms 
of career pathways examples (not limited to this list) 
includes; Teacher, Lawyer, Translator, Customs Officer, 
International Manager, Health and Human Services 
Officer, Public Officer, Journalist, Media and Marketing 
Professional, any job that may require communicating 
in another language or has business with Indonesian 
speakers or global companies.

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• English (drawing linguistical comparisons)
• Mathematics (following patterns and formulas)
• Literature
• Philosophy
• History
• Geography
• Economics 

INDONESIAN UNITS 1 & 2

VCE Languages focus on communicating and understanding languages and cultures. Students develop skills in 
reading, writing, speaking, listening and viewing in their chosen language through a range of authentic resources 
and inter-personal experiences. 
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LEARNING AREA | LANGUAGES

The focus of this unit is on the individual, in regards to 
individual future aspirations and careers. 

We also examine the world around us in regards to our 
environment and then focus on the relationship between 
Indonesia and Australia. 

Throughout this unit, all of the grammatical aspects and 
topics taught in previous years will be drawn together. 
Students will also be further extended into resources of 
authentic speakers and experiences.

This Unit examines both traditional and modern forms of 
entertainment in Indonesia, with a strong emphasis on 
music, the Arts and cultural heritage. 

Throughout this unit, comparisons will be made and 
opinions encouraged to gain a unique perspective on 
the lifestyle of the Indonesian people when compared to 
our own. 

UNIT 3 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 4 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• Ability to verbal communicate on a variety of topics about 

self and the world around us

• Cultural Insight

• Presentational Communication Skills

• Interpretive Skills

• Confidence Building

• Flexible thinking

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
A range of school-based assessment tasks including:
Spoken dialogue, text analysis (written, audio, audio visual) and 
written expression.

In Unit 4, students will also complete an Oral Examination 
comprising of seven minutes of general conversation, and 
seven minutes discussing a personalised topic. The final 
Written Examination is comprised of listening, reading and 
writing components.

Advice and pathways
There are over 250 million reasons to learn Indonesian 
with Indonesian being our closest non-speaking, 
neighbour. “One language sets you in a corridor for life. 
Two languages open every door along the way.” 

- Frank Smith

This subject will suit you if you enjoy:
• Connecting with people
• Global awareness
• Making links between English and other language 

patterns
• Gaining a greater perspective of your life and culture 

through comparisons with other communities and 
lifestyles

• Mastering a unique and highly sought-after skill;
• Travelling to Indonesian speaking countries which 

includes Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore and Brunei
• Working collaboratively
• Seeing the rewards of your prior learning

This subject complements ALL tertiary courses and improves 
your overall job prospects. Specific tertiary courses that 
include language studies include:

Global Studies, Journalism, Engineering, Health, Business, 
Linguistics, Education, International Studies, Tourism, Political 
Studies, Social Sciences, Arts, Asian Studies.

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the following areas:
The career prospects from the subject are broad. In terms 
of career pathways examples (not limited to this list) 
includes; Teacher, Lawyer, Translator, Customs Officer, 
International Manager, Health and Human Services 
Officer, Public Officer, Journalist, Media and Marketing 
Professional, any job that may require communicating 
in another language or has business with Indonesian 
speakers or global companies.

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• English (drawing linguistical comparisons)
• Mathematics (following patterns and formulas)
• Literature
• Philosophy
• History
• Geography
• Economics 

INDONESIAN UNITS 3 & 4

VCE Languages focus on communicating and understanding languages and cultures. Students develop skills in 
reading, writing, speaking, listening and viewing in their chosen language through a range of authentic resources 
and inter-personal experiences. 
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This unit focuses on food from historical and cultural 
perspectives and investigates the origins and roles of 
food through time and across the world.

Students explore how humans have historically sourced 
their food, examining the general progression from 
hunter-gatherer to rural-based agriculture, to today’s 
urban living and global trade in food.

Students consider the origins and significance of food 
through inquiry into one particular food-producing region 
of the world. Students also focus on Australia, looking at 
Australian indigenous food prior to European settlement 
and how food patterns have changed since, particularly 
through the influence of food production, processing and 
manufacturing industries and immigration. 

In this unit students investigate food systems in 
contemporary Australia. Including a focus on commercial 
food production industries, while looking at food production 
in domestic and small-scale settings, as both a comparison 
and complement to commercial production.

Students gain insight into the significance of food industries 
to the Australian economy and investigate the capacity of 
industry to provide safe, high-quality food that meets the 
needs of consumers.

Students use practical skills and knowledge to produce 
foods and consider a range of evaluation measures to 
compare their foods to commercial products. They consider 
the effective provision and preparation of food in the home 
and analyse the benefits and challenges of developing and 
using practical food skills in daily life. In demonstrating their 
practical skills, students design new food products and 
adapt recipes to suit particular needs and circumstances. 
They consider the possible extension of their role as small-
scale food producers by exploring potential entrepreneurial 
opportunities.

UNIT 1 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 2 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• the factors influencing the emergence of different food systems, 

food products and food practices around the world
• the historical development of food systems, food cultures and distinctive 

cuisines, with a focus on one selected region other than Australia
• the factors that facilitated the early development of agricultural food 

systems, including those that enabled the cultivation of wild plants 
and the domestication of animals for farming

• hunter-gatherer food systems and how they differ from and are 
similar to early agricultural food systems, including the types of 
foods available, the potential advantages for communities, and the 
challenges in terms of feeding human population

• patterns in the global spread of food production and the growth of 
trade in food commodities such as chocolate, coffee, grains, oils, 
salt, spices, sugar and tea

• the effect of industrialisation, technologies and globalisation on food 
availability, production and consumption and the implications for health

• undertake practical activities to analyse the origins and cultural 
roles of food and commercial food production in Australia

• the components and activities that comprise Australian food 
systems, from paddock to plate

• the characteristics of leading food processing and manufacturing 
industries in Australia

• the roles of the food service sector, major food retailers and food 
marketers in Australia

• describe food industry programs that prevent and address food 
contamination risks

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
A range of practical activities, written reports, practical 
and/or oral/multimedia demonstrations and an external 
examination.

Advice and pathways
This subject will suit you if you enjoy:
• Food, developing skills as an informed global food citizen
• Application of skills, linking skills to food-based topics.
• Cooking, the principles of nutrition, food science and sensory 

evaluation of food
• Learning healthy recipes and modifying foods to suit personal 

choices and dietary requirements.

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the following areas:

Bachelor of Food Science, Dietetics, Human Movement, Food 
Engineering and research, Public health, Food safety and 
legislation, Food marketing and media 

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the following areas:
Nutrition/dietetics, Food science, Food stylist, Research, 
Epidemiology, Engineering, Educator/teacher: Health and 
human development, PE, wellbeing, etc), Hospitality/chef, 
Wellbeing/health coach

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:
 Health and Human Development
 Physical Education

FOOD STUDIES UNITS 1 & 2

VCE Food Studies takes an interdisciplinary approach to the exploration of food, with an emphasis on extending food knowledge 
and skills and building individual pathways to health and wellbeing through the application of practical food skills. VCE Food 
Studies provides a framework for informed and confident food selection and food preparation within today’s complex architecture of 
influences and choices. Practical work is integral to Food Studies and includes cooking, demonstrations, creating and responding to 
design briefs, dietary analysis, food sampling and taste-testing, sensory analysis, product analysis and scientific experiments.



VCE Food Studies takes an interdisciplinary approach to the exploration of food, with an emphasis on extending food knowledge and 
skills, and building individual pathways to health and wellbeing through the application of practical food skills. Students explore food 
from a wide range of perspectives. They study past and present patterns of eating, Australian and global food production systems, and 
the many physical and social functions and roles of food. Students research sustainability and the legal, economic, psychological, 
sociocultural, health, ethical and political dimensions of food, and critically evaluate information, marketing messages and new trends. 
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In this unit students investigate the many roles and 
everyday influences of food. They explore the science of 
food: our physical need for it and how it nourishes and 
sometimes harms our bodies.

Students investigate the science of food appreciation, 
the physiology of eating and digestion, and the role of 
diet on gut health. They analyse the scientific evidence, 
including nutritional rationale, behind the healthy eating 
recommendations of the Australian Dietary Guidelines and 
the Australian Guide to Healthy Eating and develop their 
understanding of diverse nutrient requirements.

Students also focus on influences on food choices: how 
communities, families and individuals change their eating 
patterns over time and how our food values and behaviours 
develop within social environments.

Students inquire into the role of food in shaping and 
expressing identity and connectedness, and the ways in 
which food information can be filtered and manipulated. 
They investigate behavioural principles that assist in the 
establishment of lifelong, healthy dietary patterns. 

In this unit students examine debates about Australia’s 
food systems as part of the global food systems and 
describe key issues relating to the challenge of adequately 
feeding a rising world population. They focus on individual 
responses to food information and misinformation and 
the development of food knowledge, skills and habits to 
empower consumers to make discerning food choices. 
They also consider the relationship between food security, 
food sovereignty and food citizenship.

Students consider how to assess information and draw 
evidence-based conclusions, and apply this methodology 
to navigate contemporary food fads, trends and diets. 
They practise and improve their food selection skills by 
interpreting food labels and analysing the marketing terms 
used on food packaging.

Students will also focus on issues about the environment, 
climate, ecology, ethics, farming practices, including the 
use and management of water and land, the development 
and application of innovations and technologies, and the 
challenges of food security, food sovereignty, food safety 
and food wastage. They research a selected topic, seeking 
clarity on current situations and points of view, considering 
solutions and analysing work undertaken to solve problems 
and support sustainable futures. 

UNIT 3 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 4 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• the patterns of eating in Australia, including recent developments, 

changes and trends in food purchasing and consumption 
behaviours 

• the ways in which social factors across Australia, including 
education, income, location, accommodation, available time and 
cultural norms, influence responses to food information, food 
accessibility, food choices and healthy eating 

• the social and emotional roles of food in shaping and expressing 
individual identity and connectedness, including its sharing and 
celebratory role within families, peer groups and communities

• the relationships between current food systems and personal and 
social behaviours, with a focus on patterns that may encourage 
overconsumption of food and sedentary behaviour 

• apply practical activities to evaluate factors that influence food 
selections and demonstrate understandings about repertoires 
that reflect the healthy eating recommendations of the Australian 
Dietary Guidelines and the Australian Guide to Healthy Eating

• contexts for gaining food knowledge and skills
• the principles of evidence-based research used in the development 

of the Australian Dietary Guidelines and Australian Guide to Healthy 
Eating and their application in response to contemporary food fads, 
trends and diets

• the role of food citizenship to ensure both an optimal diet for people 
and the health of the planet

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
A range of practical activities, written reports, practical and/or 
oral/multimedia demonstrations and an external examination.

Advice and pathways
This subject will suit you if you enjoy:
• Food, developing skills as an informed global food citizen
• Application of skills, linking skills to food-based topics.
• Cooking, the principles of nutrition, food science and sensory 

evaluation of food
• Learning healthy recipes and modifying foods to suit personal 

choices and dietary requirements.

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the following areas:

Bachelor of Food Science, Dietetics, Human Movement, Food 
Engineering and research, Public health, Food safety and 
legislation, Food marketing and media 

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the following areas:
Nutrition/dietetics, Food science, Food stylist, Research, 
Epidemiology, Engineering, Educator/teacher: Health and 
human development, PE, wellbeing, etc), Hospitality/chef, 
Wellbeing/health coach

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:
Health and Human Development, Physical Education

FOOD STUDIES UNITS 3 & 4
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This unit focuses on the analysis, modification and 
improvement of a product design with consideration 
of sustainability. 

Students are introduced to the product design 
process, lifecycle analysis and the product design 
factors, with an emphasis on sustainability.

Students investigate and consider how a product 
could be sustainably redeveloped then focus on 
the implementation of the design and planning, 
selecting and applying materials, tools, equipment 
and processes to make a redeveloped product, and 
compare this with the original product.

In this unit students work in teams to design and 
develop an item in a product range or contribute to the 
design, planning and production of a group product. 
Each student works in a design team to design, plan 
and produce a group product. Individual roles and 
responsibilities are allocated. 

Students will design and plan a product or range 
of products collaboratively in response to a design 
brief then justifying, managing and using appropriate 
production processes to make a product safely and 
evaluate individually and as a member of a team.

UNIT 1 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 2 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• the environmental, economic and social impacts 

associated with the origin/source, manufacture, use 
and disposal of products

• systems, models and strategies used to assess the 
sustainability of a product

• creative and critical design thinking techniques

• methods of generating, analysing and evaluating 
ideas for the redeveloped product

• develop and apply drawing skills for a range of 
purposes, using digital computer-aided design (CAD) 
and/or manual methods

• apply risk management in the production of the 
redeveloped product

• use materials, tools, equipment, machines and 
production processes to safely and accurately make a 
redeveloped product

• evaluate the redeveloped product and suggest 
improvements.

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
Completion of a design folio that follows the product 
design process along with the competed product. 
Additional formative written response assessments 
will be completed.

Advice and pathways
This subject will suit you if you enjoy:
• creating, thinking innovatively, and seeing your ideas come 

to life.
• Exploring technology, acquiring new skills and using a 

range of tools, machines, and information technology.
• Hands on practical work, drawing, creating and making.
• Teamwork. Exercising collaborative decision making, 

communication, and planning and working in a group.

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the following areas:

Industrial Design, Engineering, Architecture, Building related 
apprenticeships

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the following areas:
Industrial design, Engineering, Architecture, Product design/
manufacture, Jewellery design/manufacture, Furniture 
design/manufacture, Building and construction industry

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:
Systems Engineering, Visual Communication and Design,
  Art Making and Exhibiting, Art Creative Practice.

PRODUCT DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY UNITS 1 & 2

Product design is a response to changing needs and to improve quality of life by designing creative, innovative and 
sustainable products. For VCE Product Design and Technology students assume the role of a designer-maker. 
They develop and apply knowledge of factors that influence design and address the design factors relevant to their 
design situation.



In this unit students are engaged in the design and 
development of a product that addresses a personal, 
local, or global problem, or that meets the needs 
and wants of a potential end-user/s. The product is 
developed through a design process and is influenced 
by a range of factors including the purpose, function and 
context of the product; user-centred design; innovation 
and creativity; design elements and principles; 
sustainability concerns; economic limitations; legal 
responsibilities; material characteristics and properties; 
and technology.

Students examine how a range of factors, including 
new and emerging digital technologies, influence the 
design and development of products within industrial 
manufacturing settings. They consider issues associated 
with obsolescence and sustainability models. 

In this unit students engage with an end-user/s to gain 
feedback throughout the process of production.

Students make comparisons between similar products 
to help evaluate the success of a product in relation to 
a range of product design factors. The environmental, 
economic and social impact of products throughout their 
life cycle can be analysed and evaluated with reference 
to the product design factors.

Students use comparative analysis and evaluation 
methods to make judgments about commercial product 
design and development. They develop and safely 
manufacture the product designed in Unit 3, using 
materials, tools, equipment and machines, and record 
and monitor the production processes and modifications 
to the production plan and product. Evaluation of 
the quality of their product is completed along with 
judgments about possible improvements. They produce 
relevant user instructions or care labels that highlight the 
product’s features for an end-user/s.
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UNIT 3 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 4 DESCRIPTION

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
Completion of a design folio that follows the product design 
process along with the competed product. Additional 
formative written response assessments and case studies 
will be completed along with an end of year external 
examination.

Advice and pathways
This subject will suit you if you enjoy:
• creating, thinking innovatively, & seeing your ideas come to life
• Exploring technology, acquiring new skills and using a range of 

tools, machines, and information technology
• Hands on practical work, drawing, creating and making
• Teamwork. Exercising collaborative decision making
• communication, and planning and working in a group

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the following areas:
Industrial Design, Engineering, Architecture, Building apprenticeships

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the following areas:
Industrial design, Engineering, Architecture, Product design/
manufacture, Jewellery design/manufacture, Furniture design/
manufacture, Building and construction industry

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:
   Systems Engineering, Visual Communication and Design,
    Art Making and Exhibiting, Art Creative Practice.

PRODUCT DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY UNITS 3 & 4

Product design is a response to changing needs and to improve quality of life by designing creative, innovative and 
sustainable products. For VCE Product Design and Technology students assume the role of a designer-maker. 
They develop and apply knowledge of factors that influence design and address the design factors relevant to their 
design situation.

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• the product design process to achieve a quality product for 

an end-user/s
• methods of exploring, researching and testing the 

characteristics and properties of materials to determine 
their suitability, and processes applicable to the 
development of the design

• the use of creative and critical design thinking techniques 
including digital technologies where appropriate, to develop 
design ideas, and methods of communicating these ideas 
and gaining feedback from end-user/s

• the purpose and role of annotated visualisations (concept 
sketches and drawings), design options (annotated 
presentation drawings), and working drawings of the 
justified preferred option

• research, test and use experimentation techniques and/or trial 
processes to ascertain appropriateness of characteristics and 
properties of materials for the product design

• qualitative and quantitative methods of evaluating similar 
commercial products, including user trials

• risk management associated with selecting and using tools, 
equipment, machinery, materials, chemicals and other substances 

• a range of processes and techniques involving different 
degrees of difficulty associated with the manufacture of a 
specific product

• methods of testing and checking the finished product 
against evaluation criteria

• methods of creating end-user/s instructions or care labels
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UNIT 1 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 2 DESCRIPTION

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
Completion of a design folio that follows the product design 
process along with the competed product. Additional 
formative written response assessments and case studies 
will be completed along with an end of year external 
examination.

SYSTEMS ENGINEERING UNITS 1 & 2

Systems Engineering involves the design, production, operation, evaluation and iteration of integrated systems, which mediate 
and control many aspects of human experience. Integral to VCE Systems Engineering is the identification of systems goals, the 
generation of system designs, trial and error, justified design trade-offs, selection and implementation of the most appropriate 
design. Students test and verify that the system is well-built and integrated. They evaluate how well the completed system meets 
the intended goals and reflect on the systems engineering process to create a satisfactory design outcome. 

This unit focuses on engineering fundamentals as 
the basis of understanding concepts, principles and 
components that operate in mechanical systems. The 
term ‘mechanical systems’ includes systems that utilise 
all forms of mechanical components and their linkages. 

While this unit contains the fundamental physics and 
theoretical understanding of mechanical systems and 
how they work, the focus is on the creation of a system. 
The creation process draws heavily upon design and 
innovation processes.

Students create an operational system using the 
systems engineering process. The focus is on a 
mechanical system; however, it may include some 
electrotechnological components. 

In this unit students study fundamental 
electrotechnological engineering principles. The term 
‘electrotechnological’ encompasses systems that include 
electrical/electronic circuitry including microelectronic 
circuitry.

Through the application of the systems engineering 
process, students create operational electrotechnological 
systems, which may also include mechanical 
components or electro-mechanical subsystems.

While this unit contains fundamental physics and 
theoretical understanding of electrotechnological 
systems and how they work, the focus is on the creation 
of electrotechnological systems, drawing heavily upon 
design and innovation processes.

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• the function and operation of mechanical and 

electrotechnological components

• mechanical and electrotechnological engineering concepts 
and principles:

• mechanical and electrical calculations

• stages of the systems engineering process and factors that 
influence the creation and use of a mechanical system

• test, measure and record appropriate system parameters to 
evaluate system performance

• the role of specifications, data sheets, safety data sheets 
and technical data manuals

• risk assessment and management at all stages of creation 
and use of the system 

• use of tools, equipment, machines and components 
compliant with OH&S requirements

• evaluation methods in systems

Advice and pathways
This subject will suit you if you enjoy:

• Problem solving, exploring how things work and thinking 
deeply about making something be the best it can be.

• Hands on practical work, focusing on modern manufacturing 
techniques like CNC, 3D Printing, laser cutting etc.

• Exploring technology, acquiring new skills and using a range 
of tools, machines, and information technology.

• Inventing, creating new workable ideas and seeing them 
come to life.

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the following areas:

Engineering, Industrial Design, Computing, Mechanical and 
Electrical apprenticeships

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the following areas:
Engineering, Mechanics, Robotics, Industrial Design, Electronics, 
Mechanical and Electrical trades

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:
Product Design & Technology, Physics, Mathematics 
 



What knowledge and skills will I build? 
• the function and operation of mechanical components
• mechanical calculations
• the function and operation of electrotechnological 

components and commonly used symbolic representation
• electrotechnological concepts and principles, and reference 

material
• electrical calculations
• stages of the systems engineering process and factors 

that influence the creation and use of an integrated and 
controlled system

• forms of non-renewable energy sources including fossil fuels
• forms of renewable energy sources including wind, solar, 

tidal, wave, hydro, geothermal and biomass
• production processes used to implement a work plan 

including simple and complex operations including joining, 
soldering, PCB manufacturing, fabricating, cutting, filing, 
bending and shaping as appropriate

• risk assessment and management at all stages of production 
and the intended use of the system

• ways of using appropriate tools, equipment, machines and 
components compliant with OH&S obligations

• methods of evaluating systems
• new or emerging developments in systems engineering 

products and components, how they work and their applications 
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In this unit students study engineering principles used 
to explain physical properties of integrated systems and 
how they work.

Students design and plan an operational, integrated and 
controlled system. They learn about the technologies 
used to harness energy sources to provide power for 
engineered systems.

Students commence work on the creation of an 
integrated and controlled system using the systems 
engineering process. Comparisons are made between 
the use of renewable and non-renewable energy 
sources and their impacts.

Students develop their understanding of technological 
systems developed to capture and store renewable 
energy and technological developments to improve the 
credentials of non-renewables.

In this unit students complete the creation of the integrated 
and controlled system they researched, designed, planned 
and commenced production of in Unit 3.

Students investigate new and emerging technologies, 
consider reasons for their development and analyse their 
impacts. They effectively document the use of project 
and risk management methods throughout the creation 
of the system. They use a range of materials, tools, 
equipment and components.

Students test, diagnose and analyse the performance of 
the system. They evaluate their process and the system.

Students expand their knowledge of emerging 
developments and innovations through their investigation 
and analysis of a range of engineered systems. They 
analyse a specific emerging innovation, including its 
impacts.

UNIT 3 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 4 DESCRIPTION

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
Completion of a folio that follows the systems engineering 
process along with the competed system. Additional 
formative written response assessments and case studies 
will be completed along with an end of year external 
examination.

SYSTEMS ENGINEERING UNITS 3 & 4

Systems Engineering involves the design, production, operation, evaluation and iteration of integrated systems, which mediate 
and control many aspects of human experience. Integral to VCE Systems Engineering is the identification of systems goals, the 
generation of system designs, trial and error, justified design trade-offs, selection and implementation of the most appropriate 
design. Students test and verify that the system is well-built and integrated. They evaluate how well the completed system 
meets the intended goals and reflect on the systems engineering process to create a satisfactory design outcome. 

Advice and pathways
This subject will suit you if you enjoy:
• Problem solving, exploring how things work and thinking 

deeply about making something be the best it can be.
• Hands on practical work, focusing on modern manufacturing 

techniques like CNC, 3D Printing, laser cutting etc.
• Exploring technology, acquiring new skills and using a range 

of tools, machines, and information technology.
• Inventing, creating new workable ideas and seeing them 

come to life.

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the following areas:
Engineering, Industrial Design, Computing, Mechanical and 
Electrical apprenticeships

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the following areas:
Engineering, Mechanics, Robotics, Industrial Design, Electronics, 
Mechanical and Electrical trades

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:
  Product Design & Technology, Physics, Mathematics 
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Music is uniquely an aural art form that exists distinctively in every culture and is a basic expression and reflection 
of human experience. It allows for the expression of the intellect, imagination and emotion, and the exploration 
of values, and fosters an understanding of continuity and change. VCE Music is based on active engagement 
in all aspects of music. Students develop and refine musicianship skills and knowledge and develop a critical 
awareness of their relationship with music as listeners, performers, creators and music makers. Students explore, 
reflect on and respond to the music they listen to, create and perform.
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In this unit, students explore and develop their 
understanding of how music is organised by performing, 
creating, analysing and responding to music. 

They prepare and perform solo and group works, create 
short musical exercises, and develop knowledge of 
music language.

In this unit students focus on the way music can be used 
to create an effect. They perform, analyse and create their 
own music in order to explore this understanding. 

Students prepare and perform a range of ensemble and 
solo works, create short musical exercises and respond to 
a wide range of music. 

They examine how music creators use devices to 
communicate ideas, and continue to develop an 
understanding of musical language concepts.

UNIT 1 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 2 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 

• Practical experiences in music performance

• Composition and recording techniques

• Critical listening and responding to sound

• Examining the theoretical underpinnings of Music 

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
A range of school-based assessment tasks including:
Performances; aural, oral and practical responses, 
musical composition/improvisation.

Advice and pathways
This subject will suit you if you enjoy:
• Performance
• Composition
• Recording
• Listening, analysing and responding to Music; and
• Working practically and creatively

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the following 
areas:
The core skills developed through studies in Music 
will support your learning and experiences in all 
aspects of post- secondary education and life. There 
are direct pathways from VCE Music to courses 
in Creative Industries, Performance, Composition, 
Sound Design, Audio Engineering, Event and Artist 
Management, Arts therapy, Education.

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the following 
areas:
At its very core, the study of Music develops 
employability skills in critical thinking, confidence, 
technology, leadership, connection, collaboration, 
communication and creativity. The career prospects 
from this subject are broad. In terms of career 
pathways examples (not limited to this list) include; 
Creative Industries Practitioner, Arts Marketing 
and Promotion, Performer, Composer and sound 
designer, Audio technician, Performing Arts 
Educator, Music therapist.

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• Theatre Studies
• Visual Arts
• Media
• Philosophy
• Technology
• Literature
• Languages
• Physics 

MUSIC UNITS 1 & 2



Music is uniquely an aural art form that exists distinctively in every culture and is a basic expression and reflection 
of human experience. It allows for the expression of the intellect, imagination and emotion, and the exploration 
of values, and fosters an understanding of continuity and change. VCE Music is based on active engagement 
in all aspects of music. Students develop and refine musicianship skills and knowledge and develop a critical 
awareness of their relationship with music as listeners, performers, creators and music makers. Students explore, 
reflect on and respond to the music they listen to, create and perform.
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In this unit students develop a performance program 
consisting of solo and/or group works.

They use music analysis skills to refine strategies for 
developing their performance. 

Students analyse interpretation in a wide range of 
recorded music, and also recognize and recreate music 
language concepts.

In this unit, students continue to build their performance 
program. 

They study the work of other performers and analyse 
approaches to interpretation. 

Students listen and respond to a range a musical works, 
and study music language concepts that relate to their 
musical pathway.

UNIT 3 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 4 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 

• Practical experiences in music performance

• Composition and recording techniques

• Critical listening and responding to sound

• Examining the theoretical underpinnings of Music 

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
A range of school-based assessment tasks including:
• Performances
• Aural, oral and practical responses
• Performance examination
• Written examination

Advice and pathways
This subject will suit you if you enjoy:
• Performance
• Composition
• Recording
• Listening, analysing and responding to Music; and
• Working practically and creatively

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the following 
areas:
The core skills developed through studies in Music 
will support your learning and experiences in all 
aspects of post- secondary education and life. There 
are direct pathways from VCE Music to courses 
in Creative Industries, Performance, Composition, 
Sound Design, Audio Engineering, Event and Artist 
Management, Arts therapy, Education.

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the following 
areas:
At its very core, the study of Music develops 
employability skills in critical thinking, confidence, 
technology, leadership, connection, collaboration, 
communication and creativity. The career prospects 
from this subject are broad. In terms of career 
pathways examples (not limited to this list) include; 
Creative Industries Practitioner, Arts Marketing 
and Promotion, Performer, Composer and sound 
designer, Audio technician, Performing Arts 
Educator, Music therapist.

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• Theatre Studies
• Visual Arts
• Media
• Philosophy
• Technology
• Literature
• Languages
• Physics 

MUSIC CONTEMPORARY OR 
REPERTOIRE PERFORMANCE UNITS 3 & 4



Theatre Studies focuses on the application of acting, direction and design in relation to theatre styles from the 
pre-modern and modern eras. Students work practically to explore and realise scripts by working in production 
roles. Students develop knowledge and skills about theatre production processes including dramaturgy, 
planning, development and performance to an audience. Students develop skills in performance analysis and 
apply this by viewing and analysing professional theatre performances.
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This unit focuses on the application of acting, direction 
and design in relation to theatre styles from the pre-
modern era, that is, works prior to the 1920s.

Students creatively and imaginatively work in production 
roles with scripts from the pre-modern era of theatre. 

Students develop knowledge and skills about theatre 
production processes including dramaturgy, planning, 
development and performance to an audience and 
apply this to their work.

Students begin to develop skills of performance 
analysis and apply these to the analysis of a play in 
performance.

This unit focuses on the application of acting, direction and 
design in relation to theatre styles from the modern era, 
that is, the 1920s to the present.

Students creatively and imaginatively work in production 
roles with scripts from the modern era of theatre. 

Students develop knowledge and skills about theatre 
production processes. They study safe and ethical working 
practices in theatre production and develop skills of 
performance analysis, which they apply to the analysis of 
a play in performance. 

UNIT 1 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 2 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 

• Practical application and skills in acting, direction and 
theatrical design 

• Experience working through the production process 
to creatively and imaginatively interpret a script for 
performance

• Performance, creative, communication and 
collaboration skills

• Identify defining elements and conventions of various 
theatre styles

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
A range of school-based assessment tasks including:
Performance tasks/design presentations, 
documenting the production process, written analysis

Advice and pathways
This subject will suit you if you enjoy:
• Theatrical performance
• Working practically and creatively
• Creating real experiences for an audience
• Exploring and analysing written scripts and 

performance

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the following 
areas:
The core skills developed through Theatre Studies 
will support your learning and experience in all 
aspects of post-secondary education and life. There 
are direct pathways from Theatre Studies to courses 
in Acting, Direction, Theatre Performance, Fashion 
Design, Theatrical Design, Theatre Technologies, 
Stage Management, Event Management, Education. 

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the following 
areas:
At its very core, Theatre Studies develops 
employability skills in critical thinking, empathy, 
confidence, technology, leadership, connection, 
collaboration, communication, global citizenship and 
creativity.  

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• Music
• Visual Arts
• Media
• Philosophy
• Technology
• Literature
• Psychology

THEATRE STUDIES UNITS 1 & 2



In Unit 3, students collaboratively develop an interpretation of a script through the three stages of the theatre 
production process: planning, development and presentation. In Unit 4, students work individually to develop 
an interpretation of a prescribed monologue and scene. Students attend at least two professional performances 
selected from the prescribed VCE Theatre Studies Playlist and analyse and evaluate the interpretation of the script 
and application of production roles in the performances.
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In this unit students develop an interpretation of a script 
through the three stages of the theatre production 
process: planning, development and presentation.

Students specialise in two production roles, working 
collaboratively, creatively and imaginatively to realise 
the production of a script. They use knowledge 
developed during this process to analyse and evaluate 
the ways work in production roles can be used to 
interpret script excerpts previously unstudied.

Students develop knowledge and apply elements of 
theatre composition, and safe and ethical working 
practices in the theatre. 

In this unit students study a scene and an associated 
monologue. They initially develop an interpretation of the 
prescribed scene. This work includes exploring theatrical 
possibilities and using dramaturgy across the three stages 
of the production process.

Students then develop a creative and imaginative 
interpretation of the monologue that is embedded in the 
specified scene. To realise their interpretation, they work in 
production roles as an actor and director, or as a designer. 

UNIT 3 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 4 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 

• Practical application and skills in acting, direction and 
theatrical design 

• Experience working through the production process 
to creatively and imaginatively interpret a script for 
performance

• Performance, creative, communication and 
collaboration skills

• Identify defining elements and conventions of various 
theatre styles

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
A range of school-based assessment tasks including:
Practical assessment, performance/design 
presentation, documentation of the creative production 
process, oral presentation, written analysis

Advice and pathways
This subject will suit you if you enjoy:
• Theatrical performance
• Working practically and creatively
• Creating real experiences for an audience
• Exploring and analysing written scripts and 

performance

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the following 
areas:
The core skills developed through Theatre Studies 
will support your learning and experience in all 
aspects of post-secondary education and life. There 
are direct pathways from Theatre Studies to courses 
in Acting, Direction, Theatre Performance, Fashion 
Design, Theatrical Design, Theatre Technologies, 
Stage Management, Event Management, Education. 

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the following 
areas:
At its very core, Theatre Studies develops 
employability skills in critical thinking, empathy, 
confidence, technology, leadership, connection, 
collaboration, communication, global citizenship 
and creativity.  

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• Music
• Visual Arts
• Media
• Philosophy
• Technology
• Literature
• Psychology

THEATRE STUDIES UNITS 3 & 4
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In the study of VCE Art Creative Practice, research and investigation inform art making. Through the study of 
artworks, the practices of artists and their role in society, students develop their individual art practice and create 
personal responses and meaning by applying diverse materials, techniques and art processes. In the practice of 
Making and Responding, students develop their skills in critical and creative thinking, innovation, problem-solving 
and risk-taking. By combining a focused study of artworks, art practice and practical art making, students recognise 
the interplay between research, art practice and the analysis and interpretation of art works.
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Artworks, Experience and Meaning (AR1A)

In this unit students focus on artworks as objects and 
examine how art elements, art principles, materials 
and techniques and artistic processes communicate 
meaning. They examine artists in different societies 
and cultures, and historical periods, and develop their 
own viewpoints about the meanings and messages of 
artworks. 

Students explore the practices of artists who have 
been inspired by ideas relating to personal and cultural 
identity. They study at least three artists and at least 
one artwork from each of the selected artists. 

Interpreting artworks and developing the Creative Practice 
(AR2A)

Students explore the collaborative practices of artists and 
use the Creative Practice to make and present artworks. 

They develop visual responses based on their 
investigations, exploring the way historical and 
contemporary cultural contexts, ideas and approaches 
have influenced the artworks and the practices of the 
artists they investigate, as well as their own art practice.

UNIT 1 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 2 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 

Industries are looking for people with certain skill sets, 
and folios are a way to develop and present these skills. 
Design, construction, manufacturing and creative arts 
industries represent a huge workforce in this country and 
demand different approaches to learning. 

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
• An annotated visual diary that documents your 

journey toward expressing a theme of your own 
choice and teaches you how to follow the art 
process

• At least one finished artwork in each unit of work
• A range of short and extended written responses 

that analyse and discuss artist and their practices
• Exam

Advice and pathways

Certain university and TAFE courses rely heavily on 
a folio for entry. Both the presentation and contents 
of your folio become part of the interview or entrance 
process and can be as meaningful as your ATAR 
score. The study of a range of folio subjects should 
be considered to deliver content that shows a wide 
variety of visual arts skills.

This subject will suit you if you enjoy:
Art and are interested in the history of art through to 
contemporary times. You may want to simply explore 
your own creativity, or you could be interested in 
pursuing a career in Art Design or Media.

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the following 
areas:
Fine arts, Architecture, Industrial Design, Graphic 
design, Fashion design.

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the following 
areas:
Art Conservator, Art Director, Art Teacher, Art 
Therapist, Curator, Graphic Artist, Illustrator, 
Photographer, Textile Designer, Web Designer, 
Architecture, Industrial design.

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

VCE Art Making and Exhibiting (formally Studio Art), 
Visual Communication Design, Media and Product 
Design and Technology. It is recommended that if you 
intend to go into a creative industry that you think about 
completing multiple visual arts disciplines.

ART CREATIVE PRACTICE UNITS 1 & 2
(FORMALLY ART)



In the study of VCE Art Creative Practice, research and investigation inform art making. Through the study of 
artworks, the practices of artists and their role in society, students develop their individual art practice and create 
personal responses and meaning by applying diverse materials, techniques and art processes. In the practice of 
Making and Responding, students develop their skills in critical and creative thinking, innovation, problem-solving 
and risk-taking. By combining a focused study of artworks, art practice and practical art making, students recognise 
the interplay between research, art practice and the analysis and interpretation of art works.
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Investigation, ideas, artworks and the Creative Practice 
(AR3A)

In this unit students use Inquiry and Project-based 
learning as starting points to develop a Body of Work. 
They explore ideas and experiment with materials, 
techniques and processes using the Creative Practice. 
The research of historical and contemporary artists is 
integral to students’ use of the Creative Practice and 
informs the basis of their investigation. 

Students also investigate the issues that may arise from 
the artworks they view and discuss, or those evolving 
from the practice of the artist. 

Unit 3 commences with students researching the practice 
of a selected artist as the starting point to develop a 
finished artwork. The finished artwork will contribute to 
the Body of Work developed over Units 3 and 4.

Interpreting, resolving and presenting artworks and the 
Creative Practice (AR4A)

In Unit 4 students continue to develop their art practice 
through Project-based and Inquiry learning as their 
research and exploration continues to support the 
development of their Body of Work. 

Throughout their research students study the practices 
of selected historical and contemporary artists to inform 
their own art practice. They use the Interpretive Lenses 
to analyse, compare and interpret the meanings and 
messages of artworks produced by the artists they study. 

Students continue to build upon the ideas begun in Unit 3 
and present a critique of their use of the Creative Practice. 
They reflect on the feedback from their critique to further 
refine and resolve a Body of Work that demonstrates their 
use of the Creative Practice and the realisation of their 
personal ideas.

UNIT 3 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 4 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
Industries are looking for people with certain skill sets, and 
folios are a way to develop and present these skills. Design, 
construction, manufacturing and creative arts industries 
represent a huge workforce in this country and demand 
different approaches to learning. 

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
• An annotated visual diary that documents your journey 

toward expressing a theme of your own choice and 
teaches you how to follow the art process

• At least one finished artwork in each unit of work
• A range of short and extended written responses that 

analyse and discuss artist and their practices
• Exam

Advice and pathways
Certain university and TAFE courses rely heavily on a 
folio for entry. Both the presentation and contents of your 
folio become part of the interview or entrance process and 
can be as meaningful as your ATAR score. The study of 
a range of folio subjects should be considered to deliver 
content that shows a wide variety of visual arts skills.

This subject will suit you if you enjoy:
Art and are interested in the history of art through to 
contemporary times. You may want to simply explore your 
own creativity, or you could be interested in pursuing a career 
in Art Design or Media.

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the following 
areas:
Fine arts, Architecture, Industrial Design, Graphic design, 
Fashion design.

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the following 
areas:
Art Conservator, Art Director, Art Teacher, Art Therapist, 
Curator, Graphic Artist, Illustrator, Photographer, Textile 
Designer, Web Designer, Architecture, Industrial design.

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:
VCE Art Making and Exhibiting (formally Studio Art), Visual 
Communication Design, Media and Product Design and 
Technology. It is recommended that if you intend to go into 
a creative industry that you think about completing multiple 
visual arts disciplines.

ART CREATIVE PRACTICE UNITS 3 & 4
(FORMALLY ART)



Learning in VCE Art Making and Exhibiting provides students with opportunities to recognise their individual 
potential as artists, encourages self-expression and creativity, and can build confidence and a sense of individual 
identity. The study allows students to explore and experiment in creating, developing and engaging with the 
visual arts and helps build a strong skill set. Learning through, about and in the visual arts develops students’ 
critical thinking skills and their ability to interpret the worlds they live in. Students are encouraged to work both 
independently and collaboratively, as learning from each other can develop innovative and exciting ideas.
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What knowledge and skills will I build? 
Art Making and Exhibiting broadens students’ understanding 
of, and ability to engage with, a wide range of traditional and 
contemporary materials and techniques. It equips students with 
the knowledge and skills to pursue individual practice and follow 
tertiary and industry pathways in Visual arts, Design and Media.

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
• An annotated visual diary that documents your journey 

toward expressing a theme of your own choice and 
teaches you how to follow the art process

• At least one finished artwork in each unit of work
• A range of short and extended written responses that 

analyse and discuss artist and their practices
• Exam

Advice and pathways
If you intend to accelerate in a Visual arts subject, VCE 
Art Making and Exhibiting is the subject that will help 
extend your skills and knowledge for later visual arts 
subjects including Visual Communication, Media and Art. 
Certain university and TAFE courses rely heavily on a 
folio for entry. Both the presentation and contents of your 
folio become part of the interview or entrance process 
and can be as meaningful as your ATAR score. The 
study of a range of folio subjects should be considered 
to deliver content that shows a wide variety of visual arts 
skills.

This subject will suit you if you enjoy:
Art and are interested in the arts industry and roles. You may 
want to simply explore your own creativity in a wide variety of 
Materials and techniques, using this subject to explore ideas 
that link with other visual arts subject areas such as Media, 
Visual Communication and Art.

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the following areas:
Fine arts, Architecture, Industrial Design, Graphic design, 
Fashion design.

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the following areas:
Art Conservator, Art Director, Art Teacher, Art Therapist, 
Curator, Graphic Artist, Illustrator, Photographer, Textile 
Designer, Web Designer, Architecture, Industrial design.

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

VCE Art Making and Exhibiting (formally Studio Art), Visual 
Communication Design, Media and Product Design and 
Technology. It is recommended that if you intend to go into 
a creative industry that you think about completing multiple 
visual arts disciplines.

ART MAKING AND EXHIBITING UNITS 1 & 2
(FORMALLY STUDIO ART)

Explore, expand and investigate

In this unit students explore materials, techniques and 
processes in a range of art forms. 

They expand their knowledge and understanding of the 
characteristics, properties and application of materials 
used in art making. They explore selected materials to 
understand how they relate to specific art forms and how 
they can be used in the making of artworks. 

Students also explore the historical development of 
specific art forms and investigate how the characteristics, 
properties and use of materials and techniques have 
changed over time.

Understand, develop and resolve

Students continue to research how artworks are made 
by investigating how artists use aesthetic qualities to 
represent ideas in artworks. 

They broaden their investigation to understand how 
artworks are displayed to audiences, and how ideas 
are represented to communicate meaning. Students 
respond to a set theme and progressively develop their 
own ideas. 

Students learn how to develop their ideas using 
materials, techniques and processes, and art elements 
and art principles. They consolidate these ideas to plan 
at least one finished artwork.

UNIT 1 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 2 DESCRIPTION



Learning in VCE Art Making and Exhibiting provides students with opportunities to recognise their individual 
potential as artists, encourages self-expression and creativity, and can build confidence and a sense of individual 
identity. The study allows students to explore and experiment in creating, developing and engaging with the 
visual arts and helps build a strong skill set. Learning through, about and in the visual arts develops students’ 
critical thinking skills and their ability to interpret the worlds they live in. Students are encouraged to work both 
independently and collaboratively, as learning from each other can develop innovative and exciting ideas.
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Collect, extend and connect 

In this unit students are actively engaged in art making using 
materials, techniques and processes. They explore contexts, 
subject matter and ideas to develop artworks in imaginative 
and creative ways. 

They also investigate how artists use visual language to 
represent ideas and meaning in artworks. The materials, 
techniques and processes of the art form the students work 
with are fundamental to the artworks they make. 

From the ideas documented in their Visual Arts journal, 
students plan and develop artworks. These artworks may be 
made at any stage during this unit, reflecting the students’ 
own ideas and their developing style. Students will visit an 
exhibition in a gallery, museum, other exhibition space or 
site-specific space. They must visit or view a minimum of two 
exhibitions during the current year of study

Consolidate, present and conserve 

In Unit 4 students make connections to the artworks they have 
made in Unit 3, consolidating and extending their ideas and 
art making to further refine and resolve artworks in -specific art 
forms. 

The progressive resolution of these artworks is documented 
in the student’s Visual Arts journal, demonstrating their 
developing technical skills in a specific art form as well as 
their refinement and resolution of subject matter, ideas, visual 
language, aesthetic qualities and style. 

Students also reflect on their selected finished artworks and 
evaluate the materials, techniques and processes used to 
make them. 

UNIT 3 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 4 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 
Art Making and Exhibiting broadens students’ understanding 
of, and ability to engage with, a wide range of traditional and 
contemporary materials and techniques. It equips students with 
the knowledge and skills to pursue individual practice and follow 
tertiary and industry pathways in Visual arts, Design and Media.

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
• An annotated visual diary that documents your 

journey toward expressing a theme of your own 
choice and teaches you how to follow the art 
process

• Finished artworks
• A range of short and extended written responses 

that analyse and discuss artist and their 
practices.

• Exam

Advice and pathways
Industries are looking for people with certain skill sets, 
and folios are a way to develop and present these skills. 
Design, construction, manufacturing and creative arts 
industries represent a huge workforce in this country and 
demand different approaches to learning. 

Certain university and TAFE courses rely heavily on a 
folio for entry. Both the presentation and contents of your 
folio become part of the interview or entrance process 
and can be as meaningful as your ATAR score. The 
study of a range of folio subjects should be considered 
to deliver content that shows a wide variety of visual arts 
skills.

This subject will suit you if you enjoy:
Art and are interested in the history of art through to 
contemporary times. You may want to simply explore your 
own creativity, or you could be interested in pursuing a career 
in Art Design or Media.

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the following areas:
Fine arts, Architecture, Industrial Design, Graphic design, 
Fashion design.

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the following areas:
Art Conservator, Art Director, Art Teacher, Art Therapist, 
Curator, Graphic Artist, Illustrator, Photographer, Textile 
Designer, Web Designer, Architecture, Industrial design.

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

VCE Art Making and Exhibiting (formally Studio Art), Visual 
Communication Design, Media and Product Design and 
Technology. It is recommended that if you intend to go into 
a creative industry that you think about completing multiple 
visual arts disciplines.

ART MAKING AND EXHIBITING UNITS 3 & 4
(FORMALLY STUDIO ART)



VCE Media provides students with the opportunity to analyse media concepts, forms and products in an informed 
and critical way. Students consider narratives, technologies and processes from various perspectives including an 
analysis of structure and features. They examine debates about the media’s role in contributing to and influencing 
society. Students integrate these aspects of the study through the individual design and production of their media 
representations, narratives and products.
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What knowledge and skills will I build? 
How to apply the media production process to create, develop and 
construct narratives. Analyse the construction of media texts and 
their messages to an audience. Learn Adobe software and tools 
such as camera’s for capturing still and movie image media.

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
• Folio based approach that comprises of the media 

process utilising, Digital Photography, Print and the 
Moving image

• A combination of short and extended written 
responses

• Exam

Advice and pathways
Certain university and TAFE courses rely heavily on a 
folio for entry. Both the presentation and contents of your 
folio become part of the interview or entrance process and 
can be as meaningful as your ATAR score. The study of 
a range of folio subjects should be considered to deliver 
content that shows a wide variety of visual arts skills. 

This subject will suit you if you enjoy:
Media is the ideal subject if you have a passion for 
filmmaking, photography, animation or magazine 
production. If you are creative are able to utilise technology 
in interesting ways or you want to further your knowledge 
and understanding of the media industry and create media 
products, this is the subject for you. 

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the following areas:
Arts Administration, Research and statistical work, 
Working in IT, Working in the electronic games industry, 
Marketing, Public relations, Education, Film Director, Film 
Producer, Photography and Publishing.

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the following areas:
Production Assistants, Production runners, Arts 
administrator, Media teacher, Camera/sound operators, 
Television, Radio presenter, Copy Writer, Copy Editor, 
Journalist, Social Media Marketing Content Creator.

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• VCE Art Creative Practice (formally Art)
• VCE Art Making and Exhibiting (formally Studio Art)
• Visual Communication Design 
• Product Design and Technology 

It is recommended that if you intend to go into a creative 
industry that you think about completing multiple visual 
arts disciplines.

MEDIA UNITS 1 & 2

Media Forms, Representations and Australian Stories (AR1M)

Students analyse how representations, narrative and media 
codes and conventions contribute to the construction of the 
media realities audiences engage with and read. 

Students gain an understanding of audiences as producers 
and consumers of media products. Through analysing the 
structure of narratives, students consider the impact of media 
creators and institutions on production. They develop research 
skills to investigate and analyse selected narratives focusing 
on the influence of media professionals on production genre 
and style. 

Students work in a range of media forms and develop and 
produce representations to demonstrate an understanding 
of the characteristics of each media form, and how they 
contribute to the communication of meaning. 

Narrative Across Media Forms (AR2M)
In this unit students further develop an understanding of the 
concept of narrative in media products and forms in different 
contexts. 

 Narratives in both traditional and newer forms include film, 
television, sound, news, print, photography, games, and 
interactive digital forms. 

Students analyse the influence of developments in media 
technologies on individuals and society, examining in a 
range of media forms the effects of media convergence 
and hybridisation on the design, production and distribution 
of narratives in the media and audience engagement, 
consumption and reception. 

Students undertake production activities to design and 
create narratives that demonstrate an awareness of the 
structures and media codes and conventions appropriate to 
corresponding media forms. 

UNIT 1 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 2 DESCRIPTION



VCE Media provides students with the opportunity to analyse media concepts, forms and products in an informed 
and critical way. Students consider narratives, technologies and processes from various perspectives including an 
analysis of structure and features. They examine debates about the media’s role in contributing to and influencing 
society. Students integrate these aspects of the study through the individual design and production of their media 
representations, narratives and products.
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What knowledge and skills will I build? 
How to apply the media production process to create, develop and 
construct narratives. Analyse the construction of media texts and 
their messages to an audience. Learn Adobe software and tools 
such as camera’s for capturing still and movie image media.

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
• Folio based approach that comprises of the media 

process utilising, Digital Photography, Print and the 
Moving image

• A combination of short and extended written 
responses

• Exam

Advice and pathways
Certain university and TAFE courses rely heavily on a 
folio for entry. Both the presentation and contents of your 
folio become part of the interview or entrance process and 
can be as meaningful as your ATAR score. The study of 
a range of folio subjects should be considered to deliver 
content that shows a wide variety of visual arts skills. 

This subject will suit you if you enjoy:
Media is the ideal subject if you have a passion for 
filmmaking, photography, animation or magazine 
production. If you are creative are able to utilise technology 
in interesting ways or you want to further your knowledge 
and understanding of the media industry and create media 
products, this is the subject for you. 

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the following areas:
Arts Administration, Research and statistical work, 
Working in IT, Working in the electronic games industry, 
Marketing, Public relations, Education, Film Director, Film 
Producer, Photography and Publishing.

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the following areas:
Production Assistants, Production runners, Arts 
administrator, Media teacher, Camera/sound operators, 
Television, Radio presenter, Copy Writer, Copy Editor, 
Journalist, Social Media Marketing Content Creator.

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• VCE Art Creative Practice (formally Art)
• VCE Art Making and Exhibiting (formally Studio Art)
• Visual Communication Design 
• Product Design and Technology 

It is recommended that if you intend to go into a creative 
industry that you think about completing multiple visual 
arts disciplines.

MEDIA UNITS 3 & 4

Media Narratives and Pre-production (AR3M)

Students use the pre-production stage of the media production 
process to design the production of a media product for a 
specified audience. 

They investigate a media form that aligns with their interests 
and intent, developing an understanding of the media codes 
and conventions appropriate to audience engagement, 
consumption and reception within the selected media form. 

They explore and experiment with media technologies to 
develop skills in their selected media form, reflecting on and 
documenting their progress. 

Students undertake pre-production processes appropriate 
to their selected media form and develop written and visual 
documentation to support the production and post-production 
of a media product in Unit 4. 

Media Production and Issues in the Media (AR4M)

In this unit students focus on the production and post-production 
stages of the media production process, bringing the media 
production design created in Unit 3 to its realisation. 

They refine their media production in response to feedback and 
through personal reflection, documenting the iterations of their 
production as they work towards completion. 

Students explore the relationship between the media and 
audiences, focusing on the opportunities and challenges 
afforded by current developments in the media industry. 

They consider the nature of communication between the media 
and audiences, explore the capacity of the media to be used by 
governments, institutions and audiences, and analyse the role of 
the Australian government in regulating the media. 

UNIT 3 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 4 DESCRIPTION



Visual communication design can inform people’s decisions about where and how they live and what they buy and 
consume. The visual presentation of information influences people’s choices about what they think, what they need 
or want. In this subject, you will learn to understand the imagery we see around us. You will also learn to make your 
own effective visual communication designs. This starts with different drawing styles; technical, realistic and creative 
methods. Then, you will study other designers and how to apply the rules of effective visual communication design.
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What knowledge and skills will I build? 
Visual Communication Design provides the opportunity to 
strengthen your ability to communicate visually by exploring a 
range of different drawing methods as well as diverse manual and 
digital media. Over the year, the learning focus shifts from building 
on skills towards design thinking and the design process, tackling 
design problems and trialing your own design concepts.

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
• Folio based work that comprises of observational, 

visualization and presentation drawings that use the 
design process in the lead up to final presentation/s

• A combination of short and extended written 
responses

• Exam

Advice and pathways
Certain university and TAFE courses rely heavily on a 
folio for entry. Both the presentation and contents of your 
folio become part of the interview or entrance process and 
can be as meaningful as your ATAR score. The study of 
a range of folio subjects should be considered to deliver 
content that shows a wide variety of visual arts skills. 

This subject will suit you if you enjoy:
Drawing and designing both manually and digitally. This 
subject is for innovative students who want to learn how to 
communicate their ideas effectively. If you are both creative 
and organised, you are suited to this class.

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the following areas:
Graphic Design, Web/App Design, Advertising, 
Multimedia, Photojournalism, Communication Design, 
User Interface / User Experience Design, Industrial 
design, Architecture and Environmental Design

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the following areas:
Architect, Fashion Designer, Graphic Designer, Illustrator, 
Industrial Designer, Interior Designer, Printer, Sign writer, 
Teacher, Textile Designer, Typographer, Web Designer, 
Art/Design Director, Advertising.

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• VCE Art Creative Practice (formally Art)
• VCE Art Making and Exhibiting (formally Studio Art)
• Product Design and Technology
• Media 

It is recommended that if you intend to go into a creative 
industry that you think about completing multiple visual 
arts disciplines.

VISUAL COMMUNICATION & DESIGN UNITS 1 & 2

Introduction to Visual Communication Design (AR1V)

This unit focuses on using visual language to communicate 
messages, ideas and concepts. This involves acquiring 
and applying design thinking skills as well as drawing skills 
to create messages, ideas and concepts, both visible and 
tangible. 

Students practice their ability to draw what they observe and 
they use visualisation drawing methods to explore their own 
ideas and concepts. 

Students develop an understanding of the importance of 
presentation drawings to clearly communicate their final visual 
communications. 

Applications of Visual Communication within 
Design Fields (AR2V)

Students use presentation drawing methods that incorporate 
the use of technical drawing conventions to communicate 
information and ideas associated with the environmental or 
industrial fields of design. 

They also investigate how typography and imagery are used 
in the field of communication design. They apply design 
thinking skills when exploring ways in which images and type 
can be manipulated to communicate ideas and concepts in 
different ways. 

Students develop an understanding of the design process 
as a means of organising their thinking about approaches to 
solving design problems and presenting ideas. In response to 
a brief, students engage in the stages of research, generation 
of ideas and development and refinement of concepts to 
create visual communications.

UNIT 1 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 2 DESCRIPTION



Visual communication design can inform people’s decisions about where and how they live and what they buy and 
consume. The visual presentation of information influences people’s choices about what they think, what they need 
or want. In this subject, you will learn to understand the imagery we see around us. You will also learn to make your 
own effective visual communication designs. This starts with different drawing styles; technical, realistic and creative 
methods. Then, you will study other designers and how to apply the rules of effective visual communication design.
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What knowledge and skills will I build? 
You will build knowledge and skill in using design software to 
create layouts with images and type, freehand and technical 
drawing (traditional and/or digital). You will also develop your 
ability to work independently and purposefully on the set tasks 
and improve your communication skills. You will begin to develop 
the skills of a designer.

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
• Folio based work that comprises of observational, 

visualization and presentation drawings that use the 
design process in the lead up to final presentation/s

• A combination of short and extended written 
responses

• Exam

Advice and pathways
Certain university and TAFE courses rely heavily on a 
folio for entry. Both the presentation and contents of your 
folio become part of the interview or entrance process and 
can be as meaningful as your ATAR score. The study of 
a range of folio subjects should be considered to deliver 
content that shows a wide variety of visual arts skills. 

This subject will suit you if you enjoy:
Drawing and designing both manually and digitally. This 
subject is for innovative students who want to learn how to 
communicate their ideas effectively. If you are both creative 
and organised, you are suited to this class.

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the following areas:
Graphic Design, Web/App Design, Advertising, 
Multimedia, Photojournalism, Communication Design, 
User Interface / User Experience Design, Industrial 
design, Architecture and Environmental Design

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the following areas:
Architect, Fashion Designer, Graphic Designer, Illustrator, 
Industrial Designer, Interior Designer, Printer, Sign writer, 
Teacher, Textile Designer, Typographer, Web Designer, 
Art/Design Director, Advertising.

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:

• VCE Art Creative Practice (formally Art)
• VCE Art Making and Exhibiting (formally Studio Art)
• Product Design and Technology
• Media 

It is recommended that if you intend to go into a creative 
industry that you think about completing multiple visual 
arts disciplines.

VISUAL COMMUNICATION & DESIGN UNITS 3 & 4

Visual Communication Design Practices (AR3V)

In this unit students gain an understanding of the process 
designers employ to structure their thinking and communicate 
ideas with clients, target audiences, other designers and 
specialists.

Through practical investigation and analysis of existing visual 
communications, students gain insight into how the selection 
of methods, media, materials and the application of design 
elements and design principles can create effective visual 
communications for specific audiences and purposes. 

They investigate and experiment with the use of manual 
and digital methods, media and materials to make informed 
decisions when selecting suitable approaches for the 
development of their own design ideas and concepts.

Visual Communication Design Development, Evaluation and 
Presentation (AR4V)

The focus of this unit is the development of design concepts and 
two final presentations of visual communications to meet the 
requirements of the brief. 

Having completed their brief and generated ideas in Unit 3, 
students continue the design process by developing and refining 
concepts for each communication need stated in the brief. They 
utilise a range of digital and manual two- and three-dimensional 
methods, media and materials. 

They investigate how the application of design elements and 
design principles creates different communication messages 
and conveys ideas to the target audience.

UNIT 3 DESCRIPTION

UNIT 4 DESCRIPTION



This is a course that is tailored to the student’s personal musical experiences and offers an opportunity to develop 
individual strengths and passions. The VET Music Industry course develops performance, event management, and 
entertainment business skills delivered through a series of real world experiences. Music is both an industry and an 
art form, meeting cultural and recreation needs while also offering opportunities across many sectors: recording, 
publishing, retail, music business, entertainment, radio, television, film, video, advertising, software development, 
multimedia, teaching, and of course, performance. It provides an opportunity for depth and breadth in preparing for 
the diverse world that is music and entertainment - performance, technology, business and marketing.

This is a two-year course offered as a Unit 1 - 4 sequence. 
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Classes work through industry simulation activities 
including:
• performance
• marketing
• event management
• song writing
• recording

In the second year of the course, students work to 
develop their own personal voice in either group or solo 
performance contexts. 

They undertake industry simulation activities in live 
performance, stagecraft, improvisation, and develop a 
program that reflects real music industry contexts.

UNITS 1 & 2 DESCRIPTION

UNITS 3 & 4 DESCRIPTION

What knowledge and skills will I build? 

• Practical experiences in music and entertainment 
industries

• Composition and recording techniques

• Performance skills

• Promotion, marketing and business management 

• At the heart of the course is the development of 
collaboration, communication and resilience

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
This is a competency-based course that is assessed 
through: Performances, oral and written responses, 
and practical observation.

Advice and pathways
This subject will suit you if you enjoy:
• Making music - of any style
• Performance
• Songwriting and composition
• Recording
• Working practically and creatively.
• Organising events
• The opportunity to make choices about your own 

learning

This subject can lead to tertiary courses in the following 
areas:
As a nationally recognised qualification, Certificate 
III in Music Industry is a direct pathway to further 
tertiary courses in Creative Industries, Performance, 
Composition, Sound Design, Audio Engineering, 
Event and Artist Management, Arts therapy, 
Education. The VCE VET Music program enhances 
employment prospects across the broad range of 
entertainment related industries

This subject can lead to a career pathway in the following 
areas:
At its very core, the study of Music develops 
employability skills in critical thinking, confidence, 
technology, leadership, connection, collaboration, 
communication and creativity. The career prospects 
from this subject are broad. Pathways might include; 
Creative Industries Practitioner, Arts Marketing 
and Promotion, Performer, Composer and sound 
designer, Audio technician, Performing Arts 
Educator, Music therapist, Business and Events 
Management.

VCE subjects that complement this subject include:
• Theatre Studies
• Visual Arts
• Media
• Philosophy
• Technology
• Physics 

CERTIFICATE III MUSIC
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JOURNEY: ASPIRE
SENIOR SCHOOL PASTORAL AND WELLBEING PROGRAM

Aspire is derived from the Latin term ‘spirare’, meaning ‘breathe’. It is essential for life.
If you are not aspiring for something, anything, then what are you doing with your life?

The Purpose:
Supporting our Senior School students to jump forward in their lives, to set goals and strive for them, to be the best that 
they can be.

The Aspire Program aims to promote our School’s Core Objectives. It is a place where we can explicitly and 
continuously display our commitment to:
• a sense of community
• life-long learning
• equity and social justice
• acceptance, care and compassion
• the environment
• global awareness
• challenge

The Research:
The program is based on the research and works of:
Carol S Dweck: Fixed versus Growth Mindsets, Martin E P Seligman: Positive psychology,
Jon Kabat-Zinn: Mindfulness, mindfulness-based stress reduction and Daniel H Pink: Motivation

Year 11 Aspire: Being Your Best Self
Year 11 marks the beginning of VCE and the emergence 
of young adulthood. The Aspire program aims to help the 
students understand and manage these new expectations. 
The program has three main pillars: Curriculum Support, 
Mentor Sessions and Community and Life Skills.

Curriculum Support
Once a week, students can access help from Year 11 
Mentors in first semester as well as VCE Mentors in 
second semester to ensure students are organised and 
supported in achieving their academic goals. This includes 
a unit on Effective Study Habits and Exam Preparation.

Mentor Sessions
Mentor Sessions are designed to allow small groups 
of students to investigate, discuss and develop their 
understanding in the key areas of personal strengths, 
relationships, conflict resolution, having difficult 
conversations and healthy habits.

Community and Life Skills
The program includes camp preparation, Work 
Experience, Job Camp, Tours and Community Service as 
part of the EXIT program.

Year 12 Aspire: Beyond Billanook 
In Year 12, students' Billanook journey sadly comes to 
an end and it is imperative that our students leave the 
College with the skills to thrive in an adult world. The 
Aspire program aims to help the students understand and 
manage these new expectations. The program has three 
main pillars Curriculum Support, Mentor Sessions and 
Community and Life Skills.

Curriculum Support: 
Once a week student can access help from Year 12 
mentors in first semester as well as VCE mentors in 
second semester to ensure students are organised 
and supported in achieving their academic goals. This 
includes a unit on effective study habits and the 
exam preparations week in September.

Mentor Sessions: 
Mentor session are designed to allow small groups 
of students to investigate, discuss and develop their 
understanding in the key areas of relationships, mindset 
and motivation.

Community and Life Skills: 
The program includes Adulting 101 where students 
are able to gain practical skills to use in their lives after 
Billanook. This includes: CPR, self-defence, managing 
laundry, voting, Medicare, financial information and car 
maintenance.
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There are a lot of technical terms and concepts that are apparent within the VCE. Below are key terms related 
to the VCE to help upskill and develop your understanding of the VCE, whilst also assisting to understand 
some terms in this handbook. 

A
ATAR (AUSTRALIAN TERTIARY ADMISSIONS RANK)
The ATAR is calculated by the Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre (VTAC) on the basis of study scores 
and is presented as a ranking between 0.00 and 99.95 in intervals of 0.05. Your ATAR is developed from 
an aggregate of up to 6 VCE scaled study scores. The ATAR is calculated from an aggregate produced by 
adding together your highest scaled study score in one of the English studies, the highest scaled study scores 
for three additional studies and 10% of the scaled study scores for the 5th and 6th studies. The ATAR is an 
estimate of the percentage of the population that you out performed. So, if you receive an ATAR of 60, it 
means you performed better than 60% of the students that year. 

D
DES (DERIVED EXAMINATION SCORE)
Students who are ill or affected by other personal circumstances at the time of a VCE external assessment 
and whose result is unlikely to be a fair or accurate indication of their learning or achievement in the study 
may apply for a DES. If their application is approved, a DES will be calculated by the VCAA. The purpose of 
a DES is to ensure that a student’s final result for an external assessment reflects as accurately as possible 
the level of achievement that would be expected based on the learning and achievement the student has 
demonstrated in the study over the year. Students would need to supply evidence to be eligible for DES. 

E
EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT (EXAMINATIONS)
External assessments are set and marked by the VCAA. They are the same for all students taking the same 
VCE study. Usually this will be an exam whether written, oral, performance or in an electronic format. External 
assessments are marked by assessors who are experts in their area of study. All VCE studies are marked to 
the same standard and there are multiple checks to make sure that marking is fair.

ENGLISH GROUP
In order to obtain your VCE you must complete 3 Units from the English group with two of which must be 
a Unit 3 and 4 sequence. The English group includes subjects such as English, English as an Additional 
Language (EAL), Literature and English Language etc. 

G
GAT (GENERAL ACHIEVEMENT TEST)
All students studying at least one Unit 3 and 4 VCE study (or scored VCE VET study) must sit the General 
Achievement Test (GAT). The GAT measures your general knowledge and skills in written communication, 
mathematics, science, technology, humanities, the arts and social sciences. Although the results do not count 
directly towards your VCE results, they play an important role in checking that school-based and external 
assessments have been fairly and accurately assessed. The GAT may also be used to determine Derived 
Examination Scores (DES) for students who are ill or affected by other personal circumstances at the time of 
a VCE external assessment and whose result is unlikely to be a fair or accurate indication of their learning or 
achievement. From 2022 students will be sitting a newly reformed GAT where they will have their literacy and 
numeracy skills measured against new standards. The new standards will indicate whether students have 
demonstrated the literacy and numeracy skills typically expected of someone completing their secondary 
schooling giving another indication of their readiness to move onto further education, training or employment.
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I
INTERNAL ASSESSMENT
Internal assessment are set by your teacher and include School-assessed Coursework (SAC) that is 
completed at school, and School-assessed Tasks (SAT) that are completed at school and home. These are 
marked at your school. The VCAA checks the marks to make sure that all schools in Victoria are marking to 
the same standard. You can read about the rules for marking/assessment on the VCAA website, or you can 
ask your teachers.

J
J SCORE
If a student is no longer attending a VCE unit but they have not officially withdrawn by signing a Student 
Exit form, the symbol J will be included on VASS. The J result can only be used if the student is no longer 
attending class OR has not submitted work for assessment.

K
KEY KNOWLEDGE
The knowledge that student’s need to develop within each VCE unit. Each VCE study (subject) has a Study 
Design which outlines the Key Knowledge that student’s need to develop in order to gain a satisfactory 
outcome for the VCE study.

KEY SKILL
What the student has to demonstrate within each VCE unit. Each VCE study (subject) has a Study Design 
which outlines the Key Skills that student’s need to demonstrate in order to gain a satisfactory outcome for the 
VCE study.

M
MODERATION
Statistical moderation is a process applied by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) to 
the scores awarded by teachers for school-based assessments. This process aligns schools’ assessments to 
the same standard, while maintaining the students’ rank order given by the school. The VCAA uses statistical 
moderation to ensure that school-based assessments given by different schools are comparable throughout 
Victoria. This supports school-based assessment results to be part of the Australian Tertiary Admission Rank 
(ATAR) calculation.

N
N (NOT SATISFACTORY) 
The student will receive an N (not satisfactory) for the unit when one or more of the following occurs: the work 
does not demonstrate achievement of the outcomes; OR the student has failed to meet a school deadline 
for the assessment task, including if an extension of time has been granted for any reason, including Special 
Provision; OR the work cannot be authenticated, for example through lack of attendance; OR there has been 
a substantial breach of VCAA rules and the school’s rules and procedures.

NA (NOT ASSESSED)
NA (Not Assessed) indicates that the School-assessed Coursework (SAC), School-assessed Task (SAT) or 
Examination was not undertaken or submitted.
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O
ORAL EXAMINATION 
External performance examination that may take place in Unit 3 and 4 language studies. These oral 
examinations are set and marked by the VCAA assesses who are experts in their area of study and contribute 
to. All VCE oral examinations are marked to the same standard.

Outcomes 
What students are expected to know and be able to do by the time they have finished a VCE unit.

P
PERFORMANCE EXAMINATION 
External performance examination which contributes to the student’s study score where students present 
a live performance, either as a single performer (as a solo performance or as the only assessed performer 
within a music group), or in a music group of between two and 10 performers. 

PREREQUISITE 
Prerequisites are studies you must have completed to be eligible for selection to a course. Most prerequisites 
for courses in Course Search are Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) studies. If a course specifies 30 
in a Unit 3 and 4 of a study as a prerequisite, this means that a minimum VCE study score in that subject is 
required, with at least two graded assessments higher than UG. Some courses may specify a higher VCE 
study score.

R
RANKING
Ranking is an indicator of your performance in comparison to the other students studying a subject at your 
school. If you obtained the highest total SAC marks, you'll be given a rank of 1 in that subject. If you obtained 
the seventh highest results in your SACs, your rank in that subject will be 7.

S
SAC (SCHOOL ASSESSED COURSEWORK)
Assessment used to assess a student’s level of achievement. Tasks are selected by the school from the 
designated Unit 1-4 study design.

SAT (SCHOOL ASSESSED TASK)
Occurs in studies where products and models are assessed.

SCALING
Scaling adjusts for the fact that it is more difficult to obtain a high VCE study score in some studies than 
others. This is not because some studies are inherently harder or easier, it is because some studies attract a 
more competitive cohort of students. Scaling ensures that students are neither advantaged nor disadvantaged 
based on the studies they choose. All VCE study scores are scaled by the Victorian Tertiary Admissions 
Centre (VTAC).

STUDY SCORE
If you obtain at least two graded assessments and achieve an S for both Units 3 and 4 in a study in the same 
year, you will receive a study score. A study score is a number between 0 and 50 that indicates your ranking 
in terms of all students doing that study in that year. A score between 0 and 50, showing how a student 
performed in a VCE study or scored VCE VET program, relative to all other students. Calculated using the 
scores achieved in each of the graded assessments for the study two for VCE VET and three for VCE.
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SATISFACTORY 
Certifies that a student has achieved the outcome for a unit. If a student does not satisfactorily complete a 
unit, they will receive an N (not satisfactory).

SEAS (SPECIAL ENTRY ACCESS SCHEME)
The umbrella program for special consideration to gain access and places at participating VTAC institutions.

SEQUENCE
A sequence is two units of one subject in one year. Unit 3 & 4 subjects can only be completed as a sequence; 
hence selection of your subjects is of utmost importance as you cannot change half way through the year. Unit 
1 & 2 subjects may be completed as independent units.

STUDIES
The subjects available in the VCE.

STUDY DESIGN 
Each VCE study (subject) has a study design which outlines the curriculum across Unit 1-4 for the specific 
study. The study design includes the key knowledge, key skills, assessment advice and teacher support 
material which plays a key role in enabling schools to deliver the VCE to senior secondary students. 

U
UNITS
The parts of a study in the VCE. There are usually four units in a study and a unit takes one semester to 
complete.

UG (UNGRADED)
UG (Ungraded) means that the score was too low to be assigned a grade.

UNSCORED VCE
Students are marked satisfactory (S) or non-satisfactory (N) based on their VCE school-based coursework, 
however select NOT to sit their end of year exams for each subject. Consequently, the student doesn’t 
receive an ATAR score, however receives their VCE certificate at the end of the year if they have satisfactorily 
completed the coursework in 16 VCE units.

V
VCAA (VICTORIAN CURRICULUM AND ASSESSMENT AUTHORITY)
Organisation that manages the VCE and VCAL.

VCE (VICTORIAN CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION)
The VCE is a two-year certificate, which is primarily designed to give students in Victoria the opportunity to 
apply for tertiary education or seek employment.

VET (VOCATIONAL EDUCATIONAL AND TRAINING)
VCE VET programs focus on providing practical skills for work. VCE VET programs are VET qualifications 
approved by the VCAA following consultation with schools, industry and training providers. They lead to 
nationally recognised qualifications and provide an opportunity for students to receive credit towards their VCE 
or VCAL. Some VCE VET programs offer scored assessment, most provide structured workplace learning and 
recognition. This is clearly stated on each program page.
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VTAC (VICTORIAN TERTIARY ADMISSIONS CENTRE)
The administrative body which processes most applications for universities in Victoria. Calculates and 
distributes the ATAR and processes tertiary entrance applications.

VTAC GUIDE
Lists most tertiary courses and their pre-requisites/requirements in Victoria.
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